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Hurricane Laura impacts NSU 


Brianna Corley 
Copy Editor 


On Aug. 27, Hurricane Laura 
tore through Louisiana, hitting 
Natchitoches and Northwestern 
State University. From the 
shattered glass of Iberville 
Dining Hall to the entire campus 
being left without power, all 
the Natchitoches community 
has felt the storm’s affects. 

Hannah Durgin, junior 
biology major, was on campus 
when Hurricane Laura hit. 

“After hearing about’ the 
hurricane, I did not anticipate it 
being this destructive,” Durgin 
said. “If anything, I thought it was 
going to be another storm that I 
didn’t need to be worried about.” 

Durgin had decided to ride 
out the storm with two of her 
friends in the campus dorms. They 
all slept through the hurricane 
and woke up to. destruction. 

“When looking around 
campus I saw that the hurricane 
was as significant as everyone 
made it seem,” Durgin said. 

Durgin believes that Hurricane 
Laura has allowed NSU to 
become even furthered prepared if 
another hurricane were to come. 

“I think this made us more 
aware of things we can prevent 
or make better,” Durgin said. 

Frances Conine, vice president 
for the student experience and dean 
of students had been informed that 
winds for Hurricane Laura were 
forecast at 90-100 miles per hour. 
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“| did anticipate some destruction. | did not believe that it would 


be this destructive and historical.” 


From this prediction, she suspected 
the possibility of NSU being affected. 

“I am always hopeful that 
hurricanes will down grade by the 
time they get to us in this part of 
Louisiana,” Conine said. “Laura 
is certainly the worst storm we 
have had in my time at NSU.” 

Conine was grateful that power 
was restored on campus quickly 
as many NSU employees are 
still without power and _ water. 

“NSU is a community of 
resilient students, faculty, and 
staff. We have solid leadership and 
we have students who want to do 
the right thing,” Conine said. “We 
adjusted well to COVID and we are 
adjusting to the aftermath of Laura.” 
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Conine said that in her 
experience people come _ together 
during hard times, especially 
NSU students and _ employees. 

“IT. am hearing from NSU 
students and employees who are 
going to Lake Charles to help,” 
Conine said. “NSU _ leadership 
is in contact with colleagues at 
McNeese State University to 
offer assistance and_ support.” 

NSU communicates often with 
the University of Louisiana Board 
Office as well as with the Board 
of Regents and started preparing 
for the storm before it hit. 

“We all know we have jobs to do,” 
Conine said. “We share information 
with each other, and we share that 


information with our community 
as often as we can. Like, with 
COVID, we are working with state 
agencies that provide information, 
resources, and support. “ 

Mrs. Jennifer Kelly, assistant to 
the provost for academic support 
and auxiliary services, worked at 
NSU when Hurricane Rita passed 
through Natchitoches in 2005. 

“T did anticipate some 
destruction. I did not believe that 
it would be this destructive and 
historical,” Kelly said. “However, I 
feel that we did a great job at NSU 
preparing our campus forthe storm.” 

Kelly was on campus Thursday 
morning just after the storm 
cleared. Several NSU _ buildings 
had roof and glass damage. Trees 
and debris draped themselves 
across the campus _ grounds. 

Kelly recalled seeing the glass 
shattered from Iberville Dining 
Hall and immediately focusing on 
assessing the damages to secure 
the building so that NSU could 
continue feeding its students. 

Despite the hardships, Kelly 
stated the semester had been off 
to a great start and that NSU will 
continue to make great strides 
when classes resume next week 

“NSU_ is. persevering!” Kelly 
said, “The faculty and staff will 
continue to work with students 
who will still have affects from 
the storm as we move into the 
semester. We are one big family.” 
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SGA opens up voting for 
homecoming nominations 


Trinity Velazquez 
Editor in Chief 


At it’s weekly meetings, Student 
Government Association voted that 
all homecoming nominations were 
to open Sep. 9, at 5 p.m. and close 
Sep. 20, at 11:59 p.m. The senate 
also decided that election voting 
will be open on Sep. 29, 8 a.m. 
and will close Sep. 30 at 8 a.m. 

Student Body President 
Nicholas Hopkins _ discussed 
the need to get election dates 
approved in the meeting. 

Hopkins also said he has met 
with other student body presidents 
to discuss a relief program to raise 
money for Thanksgiving baskets 
for people in Lake Charles affected 
by damage from Hurricane Laura. 

Vice President Kristen Prejean 
announced that she is trying to 


Notice of Non-Discrimination: 


get an election board together 
and that she would be proposing 
dates later in the meeting. 

Internal Affairs was to host 
Patriot Day on Sep. 11 at 8:46 a.m. 
and National Voter Registration Day 
from 11 a.m. -1 p.m. in the Friedman 
Student Union on _ Tuesday. 

Academic Affairs Commissioner 
Connor Donaldson announced he is 
looking for a mental health speaker 
and is working with Student Affairs 
Commissioner Alaina Parham 
for a Black Lives Matter speaker. 


The SGA budget 
stands at $31,706.48. 
The Speaker budget 
is at $99,227. 90. 
No students were present 
for Students’ Right to Speak. 


It has been, and will continue to be, the policy of Northwestern State University to be an 
equal opportunity employer. All employment decisions are based on job related standards and 
must comply with the principles of equal employment opportunity. 


In keeping with this policy, the University will continue to recruit, hire, train, and 
promote into all job levels the most qualified persons without regard to race, color, gender, 
religion, sexual orientation, national origin, disability, genetic information, age, pregnancy 
or parenting status, veteran status or retirement status. All personnel actions, such as 
compensation, benefits, transfers, layoffs, training, and education are administered without 
regard to race, color, gender, religion, sexual orientation, national origin, disability, genetic 
information, age, pregnancy or parenting status, veteran status or retirement status. 


The University is committed to equal opportunity for student success by providing access to 
educational programs, tuition assistance, and social and recreational activities for all students 
without regard to race, color, gender, religion, sexual orientation, national origin, disability, 
genetic information, age, pregnancy or parenting status, veteran status or retirement status. 


Additionally, the University provides equal access to the Boy Scouts of America and other 
designated youth groups. 


Student and employee complaints or injuries related to Title [IX should be directed to the 
Title IX Coordinator - Kim Johnson Liner (318-357-5570; johnsonk@nsula.edu) located in 


room #308 of the Friedman Student Union. 


In accordance with Section 35.106 of the Americans 

with Disabilities Act (ADA), all participants, applicants, 
organizations, and interested individuals are advised and 
notified that the ADA Coordinator for Northwestern State 
University is Randi Washington (318-357-4460), located in 
Room 108 of the Eugene Watson Library. For academic 
services, contact the Director of Accessibility and Disability 
Support, Randi Washington (318-357-4460) located in room 


108 of the Eugene Watson Library. 








donating to this initiative.” 


Trinity Ford 
Reporter 


Northwestern State University 
has set up a hurricane relief fund 
for students who were affected 
by Hurricane Laura. Students 
in need can begin to apply for 
these funds as soon as _ possible; 
these funds are limited, and 
applications are being addressed 
by the committee upon receipt. 

“I am hoping that these funds 
will assist students cover some 
of their loss expenses due to the 
storm, | University President 
Chris Maggio said. “We know 
that students have so many other 
expenses and needs that we 
wanted to help minimize their 
financial losses due to the storm.” 

Assistant Director of Donor 
Relations Erin Dupree says it did not 
take long after the storm for NSU to 
think of a way to help their students. 

“Our director of development, 
Jill Bankston, reached out to 


our team two days after the 
Hurricane to begin thinking 
about this,” Dupree said. 


Time, thought, and effort has 


NSU sets up hurricane relief fund 


Lr 
ifr 
; Dean 


Hirrie ane Laura 


“lam very proud of everyone who stepped forward to assist with 





oF) 






nl a 
blip) SUMcation 






been used to create the fund. 

“It is a very large undertaking 
that takes a lot of strategic 
planning, but awarding assistance 
to those in need is always a 
wonderful feeling,” Dupree said. 

The funds that are being offered 
are based on donations and grants 
given to the NSU Foundation to be 
used for the hurricane relief fund. 

“We feel that the alumni and 
supporters will assist during this 
time of need by providing financial 
support,” Executive Director of the 
NSU Foundation Drake Owens said. 

“I am very proud of everyone 
who stepped forward to assist with 
donating to this initiative,” Maggio 
said. “Also, I am very proud of 
the NSU Foundation staff for 
their initiative in securing funds 
through donations and _ grants 
to assist our NSU community.” 

Students who were impacted 


by Hurricane Laura can 
apply to the MHurricane Relief 
Application through this link: 


https://www. 
northwesternstatealumni.com/ 
hurricane-application/ 
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In need of a closet purge? Donate your clothes! 





“To find sustainable ways to 
clean your closet, remember to 
donate!” 


Mary Gaffney 
Fashion Columnist 


With fall coming in and the 
leaves falling off the trees, I’m 
getting ready for sweaters and mom 
jeans, but my closet can’t handle 
anymore clothes. To get myself in 
the mood and to get my closet ready 
for the cold(-ish) weather, I need 
to get rid of the clothes that don’t 
bring me the joy that they used to. 

Especially with the way the 
world is now, I am looking to bring 
joy to others through the harshest 
moments of their life. With 
hurricane relief efforts and places 
to donate my still fashionable 
clothes, I am here to tell you that 
the fall is just the right time to 
reevaluate your closet and style! 

My biggest issues with my closet 
are how many T-shirts I own. It’s 
like I only own T-shirts, when I’d 
rather branch out with my style. 
T-shirts are great to style with 
literally anything. I have styled a 
T-shirt with mom jeans, lingerie 
bottoms, jean shorts, over a dress, 
and just as it is if it’s baggy enough. 


T-shirts are versatile and unique. 
They are a great piece to love and 
give away to be loved. I always look 
for a baggy T-shirt that is worn and 
loved when searching for new pieces. 

Shoes are a great piece that 
can make or break an outfit, so 
giving them away when they no 
longer bring you joy is the way of 
fashion life. It is better to donate 
than to throw away a piece that 
is still in good condition. And 
when I’m cleaning out my closet, 
it is easier for me to donate shoes 
that I have no use for anymore, if 
they are still ready to be strut in. 
I have ventured away from low- 
rise converse and sandals, finding 
more love for boots and old-fashion 
heels. And I still have my love 
for chunky dad sneakers. My love 
for boots has escalated from Doc 
Martins to faux leather heels that 
hit my calves in the right spot. 

Finding and loving bottoms 
of your outfits are hard, so 
finding pieces that you love after 
a pandemic and a_ hurricane 
is nearly impossible. For me, I 
went from loving skinny jeans to 
wanting to rip them all apart, but 
black torn skinny jeans are always 
a look. Having a stable bottom 
in your wardrobe is essential for 
every day, especially in the fall. 
So, when you’re making space for 
your new sweaters and turtlenecks, 
find those jeans or bottoms that 
you don’t love anymore and send 
them to a home that needs them! 

It’s a hard time right now and 
people need our help, so whether 
you want to donate your clothing to 
Goodwill Industries, The Salvation 
Army, or to even donate money 
to American Red Cross. You can 
help those who really need it. 

To help the victims of Hurricane 
Laura through salvation army, go 
to HelpSalvationArmy.org or to 
donate through redcross.org. Cajun 
Navy Relief is taking donations 
of clothing, cleaning supplies, 
non-perishable foods, and more. 
To find sustainable ways to clean 
your closet, remember to donate! 


Hurricane Laura 
affects classes at NSU 





Kendall Caple 

Reporter 

On the Northwestern State 
University Student Concerns 
Facebook page students are 
voicing their concerns over 


professors swiftly moving through 
lessons to make up for lost class 
time due to Hurricane Laura. 
Allyssa Marshall, junior 
education major, says that while 
some are managing better than 
others, she believes that during 
these stressful days professors 
are doing their best to cover the 
necessary academic material that 
satisfies student learning needs. 
“I have felt that some of my 
professors have been unclear about 
what the new expectations are 
and whether our course schedule 
will be undergoing much change. 
Some professors have been more 
fair than others. In some of my 
classes, assignments that we 
would have started, according to 
the course schedule, are now not 
being addressed,” Marshall said. 
Madison Welborn, junior 
elementary education major, shared 
similar thoughts to Marshall’s 


regarding the canceled’ week. 
“My professors have, for 
the most part, been really 


understanding about this situation. 
Many of them have told my 


classmates and I to not worry 
about being late with assignments 


so long as we communicate 
with them,” Welborn - said. 
However, while Welborn 


maintains that student-professor 
communication will be an effective 
resource for getting the semester 
back on track, she is nervous about 
professors’ plans to go forward 
with upcoming assignments. 

“For me, that could possibly 
mean deciding between which 
class’ material is more important. 
A student can only study so much 
and if they are having to study an 
abundance of material for each class 
in a short amount of time then that 
means they could be studying up to 
three times as usual,” Wellborn said. 

Assistant Professor of French 
and Spanish Dr. Benjamin Forkner 
says that while losing class time 
at the beginning of a semester 
due to a hurricane is never easy 
to recover from, getting back 
on schedule is not implausible. 

“Fortunately, as most NSU 
faculty, I spent the summer 
looking at ways to improve my 
online classes. This new technology 
and tightening the calendar a 
little, me and my colleagues were 
able to mitigate the lost time. If 
we're able to stay on track, the 
semester should be much smoother 
than last spring,” Forkner said. 
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College students experience higher levels of anxiety coming back to campus 


Brianna Corley 
Copy Editor 


With students new and old 
returning to a campus filled 
with unknowns and_ terrifying 
possibilities, the mental health 
of not only Northwestern State 
University’s students but many 
other returning college students 


hangs in the balance. Despite 
navigating a chaotic and historic 
time, life continues moving 


forward no matter the challenges 

“We explored the short-term 
impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic 
in college students,” Dr. Billie 
Myers, an assistant psychology 
professor said. “We found that 
during the transition in March due 
to ‘stay at home’ orders, college 
students tended to experience 
higher levels of generalized 
anxiety, but they also exhibited 
increased levels of resilience.” 

Myers has been working with 
a seven-person team from _ the 
Gallaspie College of Education 
and Human Development at NSU. 

The recently established 
team, also composed of Dr. Erik 
Braun, Dr. Keicia Hawkins, 
Dr. Michelle Morris, Dr. Terrie 
Poehl, and Dr. Michael Moulton, 
has been researching the 
effects of COVID-19 on college 
students and higher education. 

Myers explained their findings 
suggested that college students 
possess strengths that helped them 
significantly with overcoming 
challenges specific to the pandemic. 

“T do think that higher incidents 
of PTSD may in fact become 
apparent in this generation.” 
Myers said. “Although, we may 
also see higher levels of resilience 
as this generation works together 
as a whole to slow and prevent 
the spread of COVID-19.” 

Myers noted that the effects of 
quarantine include the possibility 
of social anxiety after the “stay at 
home’ orders were lifted due to many 
feeling a sense of security at home. 

“People’s cognitions, however, 
likely played a large part in how 


apparent in this generation.” 
they coped with or will cope 


with quarantine,” Myers - said. 
“For instance, believing one 
is helping others by slowing 


the spread of COVID-19 likely 
may enhance resilience in the 
midst of being in quarantine 
due to exposure to COVID-19.” 

Lara Schales, a senior education 
major, agrees with Myer’s 
hypothesis on the resilience of the 
current generation of students. 

“The pandemic will impact 
not just me but the entirety 
of my generation in a positive 
way, sSchales said. “We will 
be more educated on the topic 
and we will have a_ different 
outlook on things in the future.” 

Schales has utilized mental 
health services before and duringthe 
ongoing COVID-19 pandemic and 
has noticed an increase in students 
attending counseling _ services. 

She urges all students not to 
be intimidated by the counseling 
center and to reach out to 
friends who attend counseling 
services if they have questions. 

“I feel like NSU is doing a 
great job supporting their student 
body in this unprecedented 
time,” Schales said. “I think that 
they definitely care about their 
students and their mental health 
especially now more than ever.” 

Lisa Jackson has witnessed 
an increase in students seeking 


“1 do think that higher incidents of PTSD may in fact become 
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mental health services beginning 
in the summer _ semester. 

The mental health center 
had already extended services to 
teletherapyin Marchtoservestudents 
who would not have been capable 
of accessing counseling otherwise. 

“In a new environment, such as 
a college campus, even the most 
independent people can experience 
separation anxiety,” Jackson 
said. “In spite of that, students 
usually look forward to the 
experiences for growth that living 
on a college campus provides.” 

Jackson said college life for 
new students is very different 
than they’ envisioned. With 
major adjustments taking place 
to manage online and _ hypflex 
classes as well as new students not 
interacting with others and forming 
connections out of fear of the virus. 

“During the COVID-19 
pandemic, students are not able 
to participate in the usual rituals 
and social events that have 
historically allowed them to meet 
people and build a social support 
system on campus,” Jackson said. 

Returning students are 
also under mental _ strain. 

Jackson explained that 
students can feel as if they have 
lost their social support system 
and that the level of uncertainty 
about the future is a strain on 
mental health as it makes them 


feel that they have lost control. 

“Studies have shown that college 
students experience higher rates of 
anxiety and depression compared 
to the general population,” 
Jackson said. “These issues are 
anxiety provoking and can make 
our students more vulnerable to 
developing mental health issues. 

Jackson offered mental health 
tips for the benefit of all students. 

Understand that it is okay 
to feel the way you feel. 

We are going through tough 
times that we could not have 
been prepared for. We = are 
still facing many unknowns. 
It is natural to feel anger, 
frustration, anxiety, or sadness. 

Don’t be afraid or 
embarrassed to reach out. 

Ask for help when things become 
overwhelming. Self-care is especially 
important in times such as this. 

Take time to _ recharge. 

Use deep breathing exercises, 
mindfulness exercises, and take 
play breaks. Try to stay active 
using at home exercises or outdoor 
walking or running. There are 
many online videos and phone apps 
that are providing free at home 
exercise routines. Remember, 
just because we are required to 
distance ourselves physically, 
we can still stay connected. 

We have virtual platformsthat can 
be utilized to help us stay connected. 

For example, Cisco WebEx, 
Microsoft Teams, and Zoom Video 
Communications can be used for 
virtual activities such as a virtual 
dinner party, or a group binge watch 
of your favorite TV shows or movies. 

Jackson urges students’ to 
take advantage of the counseling 
center’s resources. Follow @ 
NSULACounselingCenter for 
Mindfulness Mondays where 
each Monday a_— mindfulness 
exercise is presented by one of the 
counselors and starting Sep. 9, 
each Wednesday will be Wellness 
Wednesday and posts about wellness 
tips and techniques will be made. 
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NSU students travel to Lake Charles 


with donations 
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“We just kind of put the word out on social media that we were 
doing this, that we were collecting items.’ 


Lora Luquet 
Arts and Living Editor 


After putting their own lives 
back together in the aftermath of 
Hurricane Laura, Northwestern 
State University students and 
organizations have joined together to 
help a neighbor. They have gathered 
and brought donations of much- 
needed supplies to those in Lake 
Charles who have faced devastation. 

Greek organizations across 
campus have used chapter funds 
and alumni donations to donate 
water, diapers, non-perishable 
food, cleaning supplies, tools, 
and many other needed items. 

Jude Garrett, senior, traveled to 
Lake Charles with his fraternity, 
Pi Kappa Alpha. Upon arrival, 
Garrett first noticed the lack of 
power whereas Natchitoches had 
regained it the previous week. 

“We, along with PIKE chapters 
from McNeese State, UL Lafayette, 
and LSU went from house to house 
to help clear debris and tarp houses,” 
Garrett said. “It was disheartening 
to see the help that the area of 
Lake Charles needed, but was not 
getting. The national media seemed 
to ignore what had happened.” 

Sheridan Duet, junior, joined 
forces with her hometown of 
Chackbay through its local 
fire department to _ gather 
donations for Lake Charles. 

Between all of the supplies and 
food donated, plus the hot meal 
served, Duet and those she donated 


with gave out about $15,000 worth 
of items to the people of Moss Bluff. 
“We just kind of put the word 
out on social media that we were 
doing this, that we were collecting 
items,” Duet said. “The people in 
my hometown community came 
by the truckloads with items 
to bring, or if they didn’t have 
time to actually go shopping, 
they sent money, so we went out 
and bought the stuff for them.” 
Kristen Prejean, senior, 
brought donations through 
Catholic Charities of Acadiana, 
which has partnered with Second 
Harvest. While in Lake Charles, 
Prejean observed the blue roofs, 
downed power lines, and houses 
knocked off of their foundations. 
“I live so close to Lake Charles, 
because I’m _ originally from 
Lafayette, and I just knew I had to 
do something because it’s a category 
four,” Prejean said. “We ended up 
raising about, probably, a total of a 
thousand dollars in donations. So 
I thought that was pretty good. It 
was just kind of one of those things 
where it was so close to home and 
I knew I had to do something.” 
Despite facing a fair amount 
of damage itself, the Natchitoches 
community is doing what they can 
to provide aid to Lake Charles. 
Hurricane relief information for 
Southwest Louisiana can be found at 
https://www.foundationswla.org/ 
hurricane-relief 


NSU sel Gen. Wise dies at 99 





“It was wonderful for him ar and his family to support our 
department in this way.’ 


Kendall Caple 
Reporter 


Northwestern State University 
alumn and Louisiana National 
Guard member Maj. Gen. Erbon W. 


Wise died at age 99 on Aug. 19, 2020. 


The same year Wise received 
a bachelor’s degree in science 
from Northwestern State 
University, Pearl Harbor was 
bombed, and he enlisted in the 
US. Army Air Corps, according 
to an article posted by KLFY. 

Interim Department Head 
of New Media, Journalism, and 
Communications Arts Dr. Brian 
Gabrial said that he was deeply 
saddened to hear of Wise's death. 

“I came to NSU in 2018 as 
the Wise Endowed Chair in 
Journalism, so I know firsthand 
of the generosity of the General 
and his wife Marie,” Gabrial said. 

Dr. Paula Furr is_ the 
interim Wise endowed Chair. 

“The Department of Journalism, 
which was the forerunner to the 
current department, was the first 
department at Northwestern to have 
a million-dollar endowed chair. 
So, it was a big deal,” Furr said. 

The Wise Endowed 
Chair at NSU _ supports’ the 
teaching of journalism and 
communications at the university. 

“It’s been wonderful for our 
department because we have this 
and are able to bring in some top- 
notch people for the department. 
It has allowed us to have some 


extra funds for equipment 
because as you can imagine, our 
is a very expensive department,’ 
Furr said. “It was wonderful for 
him and his family to support 
our department in this. way.” 

In regard to the impact of 
Wise’s endowment, Gabrial says it, 
“continues to help our department 
in ways that go far beyond the 
professorship, providing us with 
resources that ensure our majors 
have the best equipment and 
instruction in their programs.” 

KLFY reported that for his 
service, Wise was the recipient of 
a Bronze Star Medal, a European 


Theatre Operations Ribbon, a 
Distinguished Unit Emblem, 
a Meritorious Unit Emblem, 


an Army Occupation Medal, A 
WWII Victory Medal and an 
Armed Forces’ Reserve Medal. 

“Gen. Erbon bestowed on NSU 
and New Media, Journalism, and 
Communication Arts a remarkable 
and enduring legacy,” Gabrial said. 

Furr says that Gen. Wise 
was very personable and 
had a great sense of humor. 

“He loved to keep scrapbooks 
of things he loved. Of course, 
his flowers and his plants. He 
always had lots of pictures of his 
flowers and plants. He really 
loved that,” Furr said. “He was 
just the most interesting, kind 
man and loved Northwestern.” 
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6 VIEWPOINTS 


Support your local news 


There are many posts talking about how the media isn’t 
covering the damage and impact of Hurricane Laura, but that’s 
not true because local media outlets like us are covering it every 


chance we get. 


Local news stations like KALB s are telling the stories of 
people of all nationalities and backgrounds coming together to 


help each other. 


Local radio stations are providing help and information on 
funding, damage, water/food services, and shelters. 

Reporters and camera crews are going out onto the damaged 
roads to interview real people impacted by the hurricane. You 
will see familiar faces on TV and recognize names of people 
featured in articles because they are focusing on community that 


we are a part of. 


The national media isn’t covering the hurricane because to 
them this isn’t a national issue, it’s a local one. 

The editorial board urges you to tune in to your local stations 
like KNWD The Demon. Read the Natchitoches Parish Journal 


because their goals are to bring the Natchitoches community 


together, not tear it apart. 


Local news reports the facts and are always reliable. They 
always have and always will report what truly matters, the 


community, your city. 


Your local news reports what matters to you. 
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The Current Sauce is a_ student 
media outlet that strives to achieve civil 
engagement. The Current Sauce serves 
a crucial role on campus by covering the 
Northwestern State University and the 
Natchitoches community with news and 
information on student life, on and off 
campus. We provide a safe place for student 
opinions to be published and conversations 
to start. 

The opinions featured on this page 
are not the opinions of the staff members, 
nor the opinion of The Current Sauce as a 
whole. This page is for student opinions. 
All submitted pieces must be approved 
by the Editor in Chief. The purpose of the 
Viewpoints page is to let students share their 
beliefs and opinions without fear of scrutiny 
or disrespect. The Current Sauce welcomes 
all opinions and encourages students to 
speak up about the issues that they care 
about. 


To submit an opinion piece, email 
@thecurrentsauce@gmail.com 








No one told me how to scary 


it is to prepare for a hurricane 
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Tabatha Bowlin 
Contributing Writer 


In the calm _ before’ each 
natural disaster, does everyone 
make responsible choices to 


prepare? Such as finding those 
flashlights, candles, and batteries. 

Do they call their insurance 
provider and make sure _ that 
everything is going to be covered 
if something does happen? Do 
they prepare an ice chest with 
ice for perishables if they do not 
own a generator? If they own a 
generator, have they checked it 
before the hours it will be needed? 

The list of questions can go on 
forever depending on each person 
and their living situation. I have 
noticed that a few of my friends 
were not as concerned as me. 

They would say things like, “This 
is just another hurricane so I will 
just ride it out.” or “If I die, I die.” 
That is not everyone’s point of view, 
especially mine. Unfortunately, 
those views do exist nationwide. 

My experience of natural disaster 
prep was not the best. Not growing 
up in Natchitoches already made 
every storm more nerve racking 
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due to what many call irrational 
fears, but I call them reasonable. 
I researched, created an evacuation 
plan, and asked my parents what to 
do in various scenarios. I bought two 
cases of water and jugs for my dog. 

I stocked up on canned food 
in case of being trapped in my 
neighborhood by flooding or 
trees. I feel as if I was preparing 
for the end of the world. Then 
the panic started when I realized 
that I’m a college student who 
lives off campus and does not 
have renter’s insurance and never 
thought to get it. Losing everything 
was a_ possibility and a fear. 

Human beings are always told 
to be prepared for anything when 
it comes to hurricanes, tropical 
storms, tornados, flooding, and 
any other natural occurrence. 
How can anyone ever be fully 
prepared? The news and media 
cannot predict everything. 

They only tell us what is 
happening when they see or hear 
something from reporters or locals 
calling in. Preparation is key to your 
own survival in my handbook. I 
hope you choose to create your own 
survival handbook for your needs 
before one storm makes it too late. 
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How has Hurricane Laura 
affected the way you see 
your community? 


~ 


“The hurricane has affected the way 
I see my community by showing just 
how together we all are and how if we 
stick together as a community, we can 
overcome anything.” 
Taylor Maust 
Freshman 
Music Performance 


“You see a lot more people getting 
involved and donating to help out the 
victims. So, really, you see a community 
coming together.” 

Ali Robichaux 
Junior 
Communications 


“TI live fairly close to the area Laura 
affected the most. In hindsight, it made 
me realize how beautiful it is and how 
much we can underappreciate the place 

we come from.” 
Macala Broussard 
Senior 
Psychology and English 





Virtual recruitments are not stopping at NSU 
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Tabatha Bowlin 
Contributing Writer 


The year 2020 has changed 
what many people took for granted. 
One of these factors is engaging 
physically or less than six feet apart 
from others, especially with your 
sorority sisters. Many of our very 
own sororities at Northwestern 
State University truly feel the 
disappointment of coronavirus 
restrictions. Let’s focus a little 
closer on my sorority, Tri Sigma. 

Although ‘Tri Sigma Alpha 
Zeta Chapter’s house has been 
closed since last semester, the 
eroundbreaking achievement they 


have accomplished is they have 
kept the whole sorority involved 
virtually while learning new things 
at the same time throughout the 
coronavirus phases. The most 
interesting part, and some would say 
impossible, is that they have made 
their recruitment virtual this year. 

My belief is that each activity 
of each sorority must be taken a 
day at a time to avoid planning 
too far ahead for the endless 
possibilities of moving backwards 
in the Louisiana phases with the 
hopefulness of only moving forward. 


The new normal of Zoom 
Video Communications, Cisco 
Webex and Microsoft Teams 


virtual meetings are not typical 
to everyone, sorority or not. 

So how does a sorority find 
functionality in such a new era 
from nothing? The answer is hard 
to specify, but they are making 
the best out of a sticky situation. 
Brette Reaux, President of the 
Alpha Zeta Chapter, says, “Virtual 
Recruitment allows everyone to 
have one on one conversations in 
their own space and makes them 
feel more comfortable and it is 
much more quiet as opposed to 
being in the chapter’s house trying 


to scream over a ton of other girls!”. 

That is a positive angle I can get 
behind. If we think about normal 
recruiting processes, it takes a 
heavy fee on everyone involved. 

The amount of physical and 
mental pressure it puts on any 
potential new member is exhausting. 
While also being scary to some 
with social anxieties or any other 
mental barriers that come with 
getting out of their comfort zones 
in person with 50 or more women 
trying to physically and verbally 
interact in a very short period. 

The possibility of the new 


normal of virtual recruitment, 
at least through 2020, is not 
surprising. What is surprising 


is the new ways that everyone 
will be able to participate and 
be involved. Tri Sigma has 
been preparing for months. 

This makes me _ hopeful that 
only good things will come out of 
everything. All Greek organizations 
that have been preparing for 
this, I believe only successful 
things will come from this year’s 
recruitment processes. You cannot 
be prepared for everything, but 
you can try your very best to be. 


Letter from the editor: | am not this paper’s saving grace because I’m a black female 
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Trinity Velazquez 

I’m the first black female EIC 
of this paper, and I feel that 
history has its eyes on me. The 
Current Sauce having a_ black 
editor in chief could not have come 
at a better time than right now. 

With the Black Lives Matter 
movement in the media more than 
ever, this paper needs to be the 


buffer between what people hear 
and what the truth is. And my 
truth is that just because I’m black 
doesn’t mean that I know everything 
there is about being black. 

It’s never been said explicitly 
stated, but I know that when it 
comes down to anything regarding 
relating to BLM, I must cover 
it. I am aware that the general 
impression of the paper this year is 
that because there is a black editor, 
racial relations will be covered 
better because I’m supposed to 
understand them, and black people 
are more likely to talk to me. 

I have never been exposed 
to so much racism, hate, and 
violence before this year. It is 
everywhere on social media and 
is inevitably brought up at every 
family dinner. My family doesnt 
ignore things, we never have. 


There is no issue we do not 
address. My brothers got the “hands 
up, don’t shoot” conversation when 
I was away at college. I got the “black 
women have to work twice as hard 
to receive half of what the white 
male gets” speech when I told them 
about wanting to be in journalism. 

Despite everything black people 
have gone through this year, it 
still has been our year. Just a few 
minutes from me, the first black 
mayor of Natchitoches is sitting at 
his desk in City Hall. In Colorado, 
Governor Jared Polis has elected 
more black women as judges than 
any of his 42 predecessors. Kamala 
Harris, Joe Biden’s running mate is 
the first black female to be named 
as a vice presidential candidate. 


See EIC, Page 8 
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Trinity Velazquez 
Editor in Chief 
Northwestern State University 
has decided to postpone all 
fall sports, including football, 
volleyball, soccer and _ cross 
country until the _ spring. of 
2021 due to the coronavirus. 
“You look at the responsibility 
we have as an institution to the 
health and safety of these student 
athletes and these coaches and 
our staff, it just was something 
that we felt was a_ difficult 
decision that had to be made,” 
said Director of Athletics Greg 
Burke in a virtual press conference 
provided by Sports Information. 
NSU was scheduled to open 
its 2020 football season with a 
September 3 home game versus 
opponent Incarnate Word while 
other fall sports also were to start 
in early September, according 
to an official press release. 
Braid Laird, head coach of the 
football team spoke in the virtual 
press conference on memorable 
team meetings that were held 
virtually throughout the summer, 
and the first time the football 
team was together in_ person. 
“July 6th was the first time the 
team was back together, and we 
went through the testing protocol 
for the whole team to be back 
together for the summer to prepare 
for the 2020 season,” Laird said. 
Laird went on to mention the 
disappointment of the _ student 
athletes but commended their 
commitment to maintaining 
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protocols while 


safety 
finishing school and__ training. 
“We don’t need that to be 


on the backburner, what these 
young men had to go through to 
understand the importance of 
wearing a mask and washing your 
hands and not being able to be 
in the locker room together; all 
those new things that those guys 
day in and day out continued to 
get better at, that’s what makes a 
day like this so tough,” Laird said. 

NSU has chosen not to participate 
in any fall athletic competitions. 

“As sports events are paused, 
Northwestern will intensify its 
efforts to expand other relevant 
and meaningful programs and 
experiences that enhance and enrich 
the lives of our students and others 
who are touched by the university,” 
President Dr. Chris Maggio 
said in a university-wide email. 

“Demon volleyball = wishes 
everyone continued health and 
safety until this comes to an end. 
And when it does end, we cannot 
wait to see you in Prather Coliseum 
as we run out of purple smoke to 
take the floor as the Demons,” said 
Head Coach Sean Kiracofe in a 
public statement on social media. 

“Meanwhile, the _ training 
and preparation of our student- 
athletes for future competition, 
their academic progress and the 
recruitment of still more talented 
young men and women to help 
assure the success of intercollegiate 
sports at the university will remain 
a vital priority,” Maggio said. 


~~" | Hubbard assigned to 





Dolphins practice squad 


Jason Pugh 
Assistant AD for Media Relations 


NATCHITOCHES - Jonathan 
Hubbard will open the 2020 


NFL season on the Miami 
Dolphins' practice squad. 
The undrafted free agent 


offensive lineman was assigned to 
the team's developmental group 
Monday after the Dolphins made 
their final cuts to reach the NFL- 
mandated roster limit of 53. 

Hubbard was one of three 
former Northwestern State player 
who were part of late preseason 
roster cuts across three franchises. 
Wide receiver Bryant Mitchell 
(Tampa Bay) and _ offensive 
lineman Pace Murphy (Dallas) 
also were part of the roster squeeze 
in an unusual preseason that 
featured no games because of 
the novel coronavirus pandemic. 

Hubbard signed with the 
Dolphins as an undrafted free agent 
following April's NFL Draft. A four- 


EIC from Page 7 
It's been almost 10 years 
since The Current Sauce had 


a black editor in chief. Jimmie 
Walker was the first black EIC 
and is now very successful from 
what I’ve seen on his LinkedIn. 

Of course, I want that for 
me. I want to be successful after 
college, but I want to be successful 
while still in college too. I want 
that for The Current Sauce. 

But my term as editor won’t get 
the paper where it needs to be. My 
staff has only 3 women of color on 
it, and that needs to change. The 
expectation that this paper will 
become more diverse and up to 
par with racial issues is something 
I will strive to do, but I will not 


year letterman at Northwestern 
State from 2016-19, Hubbard 
started 21 of a possible 23 games in 
his final two seasons as a Demon. 

A 6-foot-4, 292-pound native of 
Kilgore, Texas, Hubbard started 11 
of 12 games in 2019, including the 
first seven. With him in the lineup, 
Northwestern State's offensive line 
allowed a sack on just 3.9 percent of 
its 517 pass attempts a season ago. 

In each of the past two seasons, 
Hubbard was part of an offensive 
line that allowed NSU to establish 


a litany of school _ records, 
including consecutive seasons 
where it rewrote the _ single- 


season passing yardage mark. 

As part of the Dolphins franchise, 
Hubbard has the chance to follow 
in the footsteps of former NSU 
wide receiver and track star Mark 
Duper, a member of the Dolphins' 
Honor Roll and Walk of Fame. 

The NFL expanded the size of 
each franchise's practice squad 
by six for the 2020 season. Each 
team is allowed to carry up to 16 
players as the league attempts to 
provide teams flexibility to deal 
with the COVID-19 pandemic. 


make any promises that I can solve 
this problem in just one term. 

Just as women weren’t designed 
to be men’s saving grace, I can’t 
be this paper’s saving grace. 

I want this paper to be the very 
best it can be. I want this paper 
to go beyond the scope of what is 
normal and be better with every 
story and issue. This Viewpoints 
section is near and dear to my 
heart because I was Viewpoints 
Editor for a year and a half. 

This section is the most 
important to me_ because it 
focuses on what really matters: 
the students and their opinions. 
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IF YOU ARE A STUDENT 
AND TEST POSITIVE 
PLEASE EMAIL 
DEMONSREPORTCOVIDe 
NSULA.EDU. 


AS 
OF 


SEPT. 
22 


IF YOU ARE A FACULTY 
OR STAFF MEMBER 
PLEASE REPORT 
POSITIVE CASES TO 
COVIDISHReNSULA.EDU 


PACULIT. SiArr See Ss 
CONFIRMED CONFIRMED 
CASES CASES 
TOTAL TOTAL 


TO ENSURE THE HEALTH AND 
WELLBEING OF THE NSU COMMUNITY, 
STUDENTS, FACULTY, STAFF AND 
VISITORS MUST ADHERE TO 
GUIDELINES REGARDING THE COVID-19 
PANDEMIC. ALL MEMBERS OF THE 
DEMON COMMUNITY ARE EXPECTED TO 
ABIDE BY THESE REGULATIONS. 


@thecurrentsauce 


@thecurrentsauce 


@thecurrentsauce 





Quote of the Week 


“Fight for the things that you care 
about, but do it ina way that will lead 
others to join you.” 


Kendall Caple 
Reporter 


As of Sep. 22, Northwestern 
State University has reported a 
total of 164 positive student cases 
and eight positive faculty cases 
of COVID-19. Two days ago the 
numbers were 117 for student cases 
and four for faculty and staff cases. 

University President Dr. 
Chris Maggio said that the 
university and Health Services 
personnel are continuing to closely 
monitor the positive test results. 

“Our Health Services personnel 
are working tirelessly with our 
NSU community and _ external 
constituents to assist our faculty, 
staff and students,” Maggio said. 

Nick Hopkins, student body 
president, said that the university 
is doing the best it can to ensure 


that students are informed 
on positive COVID-19 cases. 
“Faculty, staff, and 


administration are working to 
ensure that all students feel safe on 
campus and are always reminding 
students of testing resources, safety 
guidelines, and social distancing 
policies for campus,” Hopkins said. 

Maggio added that by continuing 
to follow the directives of state 





NSU COVID-19 
positive cases rise 


and national health advisors and 
remaining vigilant to campus 
safety protocols the university 
will be able to sustain’ the 
current semester’s plan of online, 
HyFlex and face-to-face classes. 

Frances Conine, dean of students, 
said that the number of positive 
cases affecting NSU is on par with 
other institutions of similar size. 

“NSU, like other universities, 
will likely continue to see positive 
cases throughout the fall semester,” 
Conine said. “Our goal is to follow 
the medical protocols in order 
to mitigate the rate of speed.” 

Maggio and  Conine _§are 
optimistic for the remainder of 
the semester and believe that the 
NSU community has followed the 
Center for Disease Control and 
Prevention and the Louisiana 
Department of Health guidelines. 

As NSU continues to monitor 
the number of positive cases, 
Maggio shared his __ gratitude. 

“I want to thank our NSU 
community for doing their 
part in mitigating the spread 
of the virus,” Maggio - said. 

To monitor the number of positive 
student, faculty and staff COVID-19 
cases, go to the ‘Return to Campus 
Plan,’ on the nsula.edu website. 


Arts and Living: CAPA 
students adjust to online 
learning 
Viewpoints: Letter from 
the Student Body Presiden 


Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg A Sports: Hurricane Laura 
Recovery 
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It’s fall yall, let fall fashion 


save 2020 








Fashion columnist Mary Gaffney 
poses in leather bottoms 
mentioned in article. Submitted 


—- Pe 


photo. 
Mary Gaffney 
Fashion Columnist 
Hear me _ out: It’s gumbo 
weather, so start dressing like 


it. It’s fall now. I felt one breeze 
and saw a leaf on the ground. 

Bring on the turtlenecks and 
the fun new textures. I want velvet, 
I want suede, I want my dull 2020 
to sparkle with sequins and crystals 
so even New York City can see me. 

As a girl who was afraid to be 
too bold before, I am ready to stand 
out. And I want you to stand out too. 

Let’s talk about texture. With 
fall here, sweaters are on the rise. 
The usual sweater, jeans and boots 
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Tyler Magnano particiates in “These Hands Don’t Haze.” Sep. 21 


nds on 


are coming out of the woodwork 
and I am bored of it all. With 
this year being disappointing 
and devastating, fall fashion 
needs to be spunky and _ loud. 
It’s honestly what we deserve. 

Bring back those ugly chunky 
sweaters and wear them with pride 
and style as well. With loud sweaters, 
pair them with a complimentary 
mask and leather bottoms. These 
are a staple for me this season. 

Leather, faux or genuine, is a 
great way to dress up a look even 
with something as basic as joggers. 
Even better, leather joggers. Style 
it with a cropped sweater or shirt 
and throw on some loud shoes like 
heels, boots, Converse or sneakers. 
The list just continues to go on. 

Fall is all about comfort, but fall 
is more importantly, fashionable. 
Regarding fashion and textures, I 
love velvet above all. Velvet is a great 
addition to make an outfit pop in a 
classy way. Velvet dresses provide 
warmth but also can be easily 
dressed up or down for any occasion. 

Standing out is more than 
just clothes, standing out 
should be how _ you present 
yourself. Dye your hair, get the 
piercings you want or get tattoos. 

Standing out and being yourselfin 
the most authentic way is the perfect 
chance to reset the rest of the year. 

If the rest of 2020 is going to be in 
quarantine, spend this time with the 
you that you've always wanted to be. 






kicks off National Hazing Prevention Week. Submitted photo. 








Brianna Corley 
Copy Editor 


All departments of Northwestern 
State University have faced life- 
altering changes due to the 
ongoing pandemic, but students 
in the School of Creative and 
Performing Arts had to undergo 
some of the most. difficult. 

The theater department’s spaces 
have dramatically changed with 
multiple precautions in_ place 
such as mandatory masks, strictly 
marked off entrances and exits 
and distance between all majors. 

Shari Wilson, a senior theater 
and English major said _ that 
she was a little worried because 
it is just not as it used to be. 

“But I delight myself in knowing 
art finds a way,” Wilson said. 

Wilson said that after hearing 
the news that NSU would return 
to in-person instruction in the 
fall, and if the department upheld 
guidelines and kept clean, that 
everything would work out. 

“The hardest change to adjust 
to for me emotionally is not 
being able to hug everyone I 
come into contact with,” Wilson 


said. “And ~~ my hardest more 
academic adjustment is just 
finding the motivation to be 


creative at such a slump in life.” 

Sarah Talbolt, a junior dance 
major, said she misses the smaller 
parts of what was once a part of 
everyday lifeinthedancedepartment. 

“During a regular year we 
will all gather in the hallways 
and chat with fellow dance 
majors and theatre majors before 
and after class,” Talbolt said. 

Only 14 people are allowed in the 
largest dance studio and as a direct 
result, many of Talbolt’s class sizes 
have dropped or changed to HyFlex. 

There is tape across studio 
floors to indicate to each dancer 
where they need to © stand. 

“Despite all the changes 


CAPA students adjust to 
pandemic learning 


that needed to be made in the 
department due to COVID-19, 
I knew it would be better than 
taking dance _ classes online,” 
Talbolt said. “And it’s always 
nice to watch your peers dance in 
class to motivate and inspire you.” 

Makayla Goff, a junior voice 
major, had mixed feelings about 
returning to class in the fall. 

“I missed singing and hang 
out with friends,” Goff said. “But 
I was also very nervous about 
how things were’ changing.” 

Voice majors now take most 
classes virtually and choir 
members are required to sit 
six feet apart and wear a mask. 

“One of the hardest things 
I’ve had to learn how to do is 
sing with a mask on and learn 
how to take nice full breaths 
with a mask on,” Goff. said. 

Goff said one of the largest 
adjustments has been online 
classes. She finds it hard to stay 
engaged when there is not a 
teacher to actively interact with. 

“Because of COVID doing 
things like observing a class or 
even student teaching will be a 
challenge that might affect how I 
learn and even how I teach later 
on in my _ studies,” Goff said. 

Temperatures are checked every 
time dance majors enter the studio, 
and each student is required to self- 
evaluate themselves with questions 
posted outside of the studio door. 

Wilson said the changes 
have made her comfortable and 
that if even one masks slips 
off professors will immediately 
take the person’s temperature. 

“A typical day for me is going 
to my auditions class where we 
all get out temperatures taken 
sO we can say our monologues 
with our masks off with the 
appropriate distance,” Wilson said. 

“Sadly, theater andentertainment 
will probably never go back to 
the way it was,” Wilson said. 
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The death of Justice Ginsburg 
is a huge loss 


The loss of Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg is 
unsurmountable. There will never be another like her. For this all- 
female editorial board, Ginsburg’s death is extremely hard to accept. 
Her death was deeply personal for each member on the e-board. After 
all she’s overcome, she seemed untouchable. Death couldn’t stop the 
notorious RBG. Even if she was only five feet tall, we saw her as a 
giant. She was a force to be reckoned with, and because of her, all 
women now know that they are too. 


It’s not only her professional accomplishments that made her 
monumental, but it was the fact that she was also a mother and a 
grandmother figure. She was proud of her role as wife, mother and 
grandmother. She took pride in her family. 


Justice Ginsburg was not perfect, nor was she a role model for 
every woman. Her views on women’s rights included the right to 
abortion, birth control and other methods of contraception. For some 
women that is one of many things they will never see eye to eye on. 


We know that many women may not have found her as inspiring 
as we did, but we hope that there is something that every woman can 
learn from her strength and endurance. 


Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg fought her whole life to make sure 
women have a voice now we must use the rest of our lives to make 
sure her voice never dies. 


The Current Sauce is a_ student 
media outlet that strives to achieve civil 
engagement. The Current Sauce serves 
a crucial role on campus by covering the 
Northwestern State University and the 
Natchitoches community with news and 
information on student life, on and off 
campus. We provide a safe place for student 
opinions to be published and conversations 
to start. 

The opinions featured on this page 
are not the opinions of the staff members, 
nor the opinion of The Current Sauce as a 
whole. This page is for student opinions. 
All submitted pieces must be approved 
by the Editor in Chief. The purpose of the 
Viewpoints page is to let students share their 
beliefs and opinions without fear of scrutiny 
or disrespect. The Current Sauce welcomes 
all opinions and encourages students to 
speak up about the issues that they care 
about. 
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Letter from the Student 
Body President 
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Student Body President Nick 
Hopkins throws up a Fork‘Em. 


Submitted photo. 

Fellow Demons, 

Ever since beginning my 
journey at Northwestern State 
University three years ago, 
becoming the student body 


president has been a dream of mine. 

I can remember back to my first 
year as a counselor at Louisiana 
Boys State in the summer of 2017 
before my freshman year. While 
waiting for opening convocation 
to start, University President 
Dr. Chris Maggio came up to 
me before going on stage in 
the Friedman Student Union 
ballroom and said he was going to 
mention me in his speech. I had 
no idea what was about to happen. 

As he was addressing the group, 
he said that one of the counselors 
was an incoming freshman at NSU 
and would be his student body 
president in three years’ time. I 
was in disbelief that the president 
of my _ university, after only 
knowing me a short while thought 
me capable of achieving this but 
three short years later here we are. 

Being back with all of you 
over the past month has been 
so refreshing after such a long 
period of quarantine and physical 
distancing from the campus 
that we all call home. I am so 
incredibly thankful to be here even 
amidst natural disasters, global 
pandemics and other hardships 
that we may be experiencing. 

At the beginning of my term 
I made a promise to ensure 





that the Student Government 
Association would do everything 
that we could to ensure that 
all students feel safe, welcome, 
heard and above all respected. 

Some of the things that we are 
doing to help fulfil this promise 
is hosting a variety of educational 
programs and events that highlight 
key aspects of student life while in 
college. Our three main focuses 
are on: diversity and inclusion, 
equity and mental health, and civic 
engagement. Over the course of the 
year we plan to bring in experts to 
speak from many different advocates 
for a variety of groups, from political 
figures to mental health experts. 

We have already hosted 
student safety events to kick off 
the year, such as our “Meet Your 
Senator Day” where we _ passed 
out COVID-19 safety information 
and our “Mask Up Demons” event 
where we handed out masks, hand 
sanitizers and buttons to students. 

I’m proud to work alongside 
such an amazing, diverse and 
unique group in SGA _ and 
to work for 11,477 of the best 
students in the state of Louisiana. 

I am truly blessed to be in this 
position and to be able to serve the 
students of this great institution with 
such a compassionate and dedicated 
faculty, staff and administration. 

If there is anything that you 
need, my door is always open. SGA 
is here for you and happy to serve 
you in whatever way we can. Senate 
meetings are held virtually, every 
Monday at 6 p.m. and a new link 
will be posted every week on the 
Student Concerns Facebook page. 

I look forward to the rest 
of the year with you, and as 
always Fork ‘em Demons! 


Nicholas Reed Hopkins 
President 
Student Government Association 
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Sports aren’t the only thing that should be canceled 





Lora Luquet 
Arts and Living Editor 


While some universities 
have opted to switch to online 
learning completely for the 
time being, Northwestern 
State University has embraced 
a blended approach to courses. 
But when it comes to events I 
am not sure where NSU stands. 
My belief is that extracurriculars 
should either utilize the online 
approach or stop completely for 
the remainder of the semester. 

If sports programs are going 
to be postponed, I think that all 


extracurriculars that cannot be 
held virtually should be as well. 
It is not fair to cherry pick which 
programs should continue and 
which are better off waiting until 
next year. In reality, there isno way 
to know if theatre is safer or not. 

Despite the cancellation of 
fall sports, the theatre and dance 
departments are still regularly 
rehearsing and planning to put 
on a fall production that will be 
streamed live for everyone to see. 
Theater and dance are just as 
physical as sports. The theater 
department is trying to make 
things as safe as possible by cutting 


out a physical audience but in- 
person rehearsals still pose a huge 
risk to the health of students. 

According to the Northwestern 
Return to Campus page, 164 
students have tested positive for 
COVID-19 since Sep. 22. My 
roommate is a theater major, 
and goes to rehearsals multiple 
times a week. I could be exposed 
to it at any time and have no 
idea until I have already spread 
it to other people around me. If 
there is one thing we know about 
this virus, it spreads rapidly. 

Classes with a large amount 
of students in them have moved 
to virtual communication on 
programs like Zoom Video 
Communications, Cisco WebEx, 
and Microsoft Teams. Other 
classes are now a hybrid of online 
on some days and in-person on 
others, with very few exclusively 
in-person classes remaining. 

The past few months have 
proven that COVID-19 is not 
something to take lightly. During 
a time filled with so much 
uncertainty, faculty members 
should do everything in their 
power to stop the spread, even if 


clubs and sports are at stake. The 
decision of Southland Conference 
postponing fall sports until 
spring 2021 is a prime example. 


According to 12News, “the 
conference announced _ that 
football, volleyball, | women’s 


soccer and cross country will 
be postponed until the fall. 
The conference intends _ to 
‘explore having competition 
resume in the spring semester. 

At the end of the day, everyone 
is learning at the same time how 
to work together and overcome 
the virus. Postponing all in- 
person extracurriculars for the 
rest of the semester would do 
a lot to stop the spread of this 
pandemic, so next semester we 
can return to normal. In reality, 
we can all live without clubs and 
sports for a couple of months if 
it means health is not at risk. 

The spread of COVID-19 
around the world has presented 
colleges with an unprecedented 
situation. Every university 
is doing what they can _ to 
preserve a sense of normalcy in 
an extremely abnormal time. 


SPORTS 





As part of Hurricane Laura recovery, Demons learn by doing 


NSU football players a teachable 
moment even though their fall 


Jason Pugh 
Assistant AD for Media Relations 


NATCHITOCHES - Donovan 
Duvernay has yet to take a snap 
for the Northwestern State 
football team and has been part 
of the university community 
for no more than two months. 

But Wednesday morning, 
Duvernay was one of several dozen 
Demons braving the mid-morning 
heat to help the Food Bank of 
Central Louisiana distribute food 
for those affected by Hurricane 
Laura, which reached Natchitoches 
as a Category 2 storm Aug. 27. 

“This community has brought 
me in - this football team has 


brought me in,” said Duvernay, 
a graduate transfer cornerback 
from the University of Texas. 
“I just want to help out any 
way I can to give back to them 
for what they've done for me.” 

Former Demon All-American 
offensive lineman and N-Club 
Hall of Famer Marcus Spears 
helped coordinate Wednesday’s 
giveaway, which saw cars snake 
their way through the parking lot 
between Prather Coliseum and the 
Jack Fisher Tennis Complex before 
finding their way to the Collins 
Pavilion where the Demons and 
food bank volunteers loaded up 
families with water, meat, non- 
perishable items and fresh produce. 

Head coach Brad Laird and 
his staff were there as well with 


Laird acting as a traffic director, 
summoning the cars to the 
distribution point once volunteers 
determined the amount of goods for 
each family. Players and graduate 
managers worked both sides of 
the line, setting up assembly lines 
to stock each arriving vehicle. 

“It’s great to come out and support 
this community,” said junior 
cornerback Shemar Bartholomew, 
a New Orleans native. “This 
community supports us on the field 
each Saturday night. They ride 
with us, win or lose. It’s great to be 
able to come out and help them.” 

Spears played a pivotal role in 
helping bring Wednesday’s event 
to campus. He wanted not only 
to assist the area he calls his 
“second home,” but to give the 


schedule has been postponed. 

It was a lesson that permeated 
the NSU roster from the top down. 

“When you look at  what’s 
going on with COVID-19 and the 
aftermath of Hurricane Laura, there 
are families in this community who 
are still recovering,” Laird said. “To 
be able to put a smile on the faces 
in the aftermath of what we have 
gone through is immeasurable. In 
three hours, we were able to feed 
322 families. For them to be able 
to come through with what they 
have gone through, to put a smile 
on their face is a credit to the Food 
Bank of Central Louisiana, Marcus 
Spears and our players and coaches.” 
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CAPA adjusts to St. Peter 
resignati 





In addition to teaching theater 
classes, St. Peter had been 
overseeing a production of “The 
Wolves.” Submitted photo. 


Lora Luquet 
Arts and Living Editor 

On Friday, Sept. 18, theater 
students received an email stating 
that Dr. Richard St. Peter, assistant 
professor of theater, had resigned 
from Northwestern State University 
due to a university related matter. 

“As this is a personnel matter, 
I can tell you that Dr. St. Peter 
submitted a letter of resignation 
and it was accepted by the 
university,” said Human Resources 


@thecurrentsauce 


@thecurrentsauce 


@thecurrentsauce 





On 


Director Veronica Biscoe. 

Scott Burrell, director of the Mrs. 
H.D. Dear Sr. and Alice E. Dear 
School of Creative and Performing 
Arts, could not comment on 
the reason St. Peter resigned. 

“CAPA wishes Dr. St. Peter well 
in his future endeavors,” Burrell 
said. “The university and CAPA are 
excited aboutthe prospects of finding 
a replacement and continuing the 
educational excellence of the NSU 


Theater and Dance _ program.” 
Brett Garfinkel, department 
chair of theater and _ dance, 


also could not comment on the 
reason why St. Peter resigned. 

“I cannot comment on Dr. 
St Peter’s resignation as it is a 
university related matter. I can only 
speak to changes in the theater and 
dance department,” Garfinkel said. 

“Since Dr. St Peter’s departure 
three faculty members on staff, Pia 
Wyatt, Dr. Grace Edgar and Karn 
Richoux, are covering three of his 
classes,” Garfinkel said. “Iwo other 
faculty that are Professor Emeritus 
status, Dr. Jack Wann and Dr. 
Vicki Parrish, have taken over 
teaching his other two classes.” 

St. Peter had overseen “The 
Wolves”, a play centering on 
a girls’ soccer team. The play 
has been cancelled, as well as 
all fall theater productions. 


The theater faculty have opted to 


OTe X-Mo)munl-M(-1-) .4 






‘Acting is really about having 
UAeNeleCMChlemienaea |G Viewpoints: Senior year, oh 
/oX=xo) 6) (<A 


Adam Driver 





produce a Halloween show, which 
they are referring to as “Ghoula,” 
instead. St. Peter was co-directing 
“Ghoula” prior to his departure. 

Brynlee Daigle, junior theater 
major, was set to play number 25 in 
“The Wolves” andisnowin“Ghoula”. 

“He really wanted to do “The 
Wolves,’ and he kept stressing that 
if we weren’t going to do it in the 
fall, then we would definitely do it 
in the spring,” Daigle said. “And 
then he’s just gone. It was a really 
shocking day, because no one knows, 
as of now, the reason why he’s 
gone. We don’t know why he left.” 

Daigle reflected on her 
relationship with Dr. St. Peter, 
said that he was always a professor 
she felt she could talk to. 

“He was always there to check in 
with me in the hallway, and say hi, 
and I feel like I could trust this man 
and I could go to him with whatever 
was going on in my life, and he 
wouldn’t judge me,” Daigle said. 

“As you can imagine it is never 
easy to find someone six weeks 
into the semester to replace a 
faculty member, but we are 
making it work,” Garfinkel said. 
“My ultimate goal was to make 
sure students would continue 
to move through their degree 
plan without any interruption.” 

Dr. St. Peter did not respond 
in time for the print deadline. 


dear 


Counseling 
Services to host 
vigil for suicide 
prevention 





Trinity Velazquez 
Editor in Chief 


Northwestern State University 


Counseling and Students with 
A Target are partnering to host 
a candle vigil Wednesday at 7:30 
p.m. at Chaplin’s Lake for Suicide 
Prevention Awareness Month. 

Erica McGeisey, a _ graduate 
assistant for Counseling and Career 
Services, said Counseling and 
Career Services planned several 
activities this month, including 
the candlelight vigil for Sept. 10 
for World Suicide Prevention Day. 

“With the Covid-19 crisis and 
hurricane, we needed to arrange 
other means to get NSU students 
involved and informed,” She said. 

This is the first year NSU 
will be hosting the vigil. 

“We hope students and faculty 
will come to support those who 
have been affected by suicide, 


See VIGIL, Page 3 
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Sports: Demons announce 
spring 2021 schedule 


September 30, 2020 
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UPC members display new t-shirts. From left are Abigail Vallery, 
Lilly Roach, Lauren Briscoe and Shelby Cambre. Submitted photo. 


Brianna Corley 


Copy Editor 

The University Programming 
Council, Student Government 
Association and the athletics 
department have decided that 
homecoming for the 2020- 
2021 academic year will be 
postponed until March 2021. 
Dr. Yonna Pasch, director of 


student activities, said the decision 
to hold elections in the fall term 
was to ensure students who earned 
the honor to be nominated and 
possibly voted onto the court 
would be recognized due to many 
students graduating in December. 

“The week of homecoming is 
indeed essential to NSU and to 
Natchitoches,” Pasch said. “That 
is why we made the decision to 
postpone, not cancel the festivities.” 

Pasch said there have 
been no major. issues’ with 
coordinating the shift to hosting 
homecoming during a pandemic. 

“All groups are involved with 
homecoming came together and 
formulated a wonderful plan 
to still provide activities and 
memories for our alumni and 
students in the spring,” Pasch said. 

Pasch said the number one 
goal of homecoming this year is 
to keep students and vendors safe. 

“This term has_ had its 





~~ 


challenges as far as shifting to 
the event planning protocols,” 
Pasch said. “But those challenges 
are becoming less like challenges 


and more like action _ steps.” 
Shelby Cambre, a junior 
hospitality, management and 


tourism major, is one of the student 
coordinators of homecoming. 

Cambre said the hardest part 
of the homecoming planning 
process has been the call to 
move the events to the spring 
because it was the safest option. 

“I think the — university 
programming council’s main goal 
was to bring a sense of normalcy 
and comfort to our _ students,” 
Cambre said. “As well as the 
safety of everyone in the process.” 

Seniors Nicholas Parham 
and Nicholas Hopkins are 
both nominated for Mr. 
Northwestern State University. 

Parham, a psychology major, 
said that as student of NSU, 
this is arguably the _ greatest 
honor he could ever receive. 

“It truly fills me with honor 
and pride knowing that there 
were enough people that felt I 
embodied the Northwestern Spirit 
to the point that they nominated 
me for Mr. NSU,” Parham said. 

Parham is grateful that the 
university decided to continue 


Homecoming postponed until next March 


with activities for homecoming 
because it is something that gives 
students hope in an unknown time. 

“Homecoming is definitely 
an important part of NSU’s 
community,” Parham said. “It’s 
something that brings the entire 
campus together in a way that 
you don’t really see throughout 


the rest of the school year.” 
Hopkins, a business 
administration major and 
student body president, said 
to even  be_ considered for 
this honor is a_ privilege. 


“I am so thankful to be on the 
ballot with so many deserving 
students,” Hopkins said. 

Hopkins said that homecoming 
is where all Demons, current and 
alumni, come together to celebrate 
being a part of the Northwestern 
State University Family. 

“I think that the celebration 
and_ festivities will definitely 
look different than they have in 
past years,” Hopkins said. “But I 
know that no matter how it looks, 
I am still looking forward to the 
school spirit and camaraderie 
that homecoming brings out.” 

Seniors Kristen Prejean 
and Tori Spraggins are both 
nominated for Miss Northwestern 
State University. Spraggins and 
Prejean are biology majors. 

“I have loved this university 
since the moment I stepped foot on 
campus, and now, as a senior, I| feel 
an even greater pride for the Demon 
family,” Spraggins said. “I really 
want to thank my fellow students 
for giving me this opportunity 
to represent them at this level.” 

Spraggins said that the 
pandemic may prevent certain 
events from happening. 

“I think homecoming is 
an important part of our 
community,” Spraggins _ said. 
“Family and friends gather and 
get to experience the pride and 
spirit we have for our university.” 

“It’s such an honor to nominated 
among some of the best people 
that I’ve ever met,” Prejean said. 





“I absolutely love Northwestern 
and I love the people here.” 

Prejean said that homecoming 
is another way for students, alumni 
and the Natchitoches community 
to connect and become involved. 

“It will be different for 
sure, but it still won’t lose its 
meaning or value,” Prejean said. 

Online voting for the 
homecoming court opens Sep. 29 at 
8 a.m. and closes at 8 a.m. on Sep. 30. 

In place of homecoming, the 
UPC will be holding Fall Fest, 
which will take place during the 
original week of homecoming 
in October. The activity date 
and time list are as_ follows: 


Fall Fest Kickoff - October 
12. from 11 am. -lp.m. 
near Iberville Dining Hall 

Fall Fest Goat Yoga - October 
14 from Ill am. -l p.m. at 
near Iberville Dining Hall 

Fall Fest Drive in Movie 
at Parkway - October 16 at 
8 p.m. at Parkway Cinema 6 


SGA: Senate discusses 
campus WI-Fi issues 





This week’s Student Government 
Association meeting was filled 
with senate discussions on student 
concerns over problems’ with 
Wi-Fi, mainly in the residential 
areas. Senator Kaylynn Semiens 
claims that every time housing 
tries to fix the Wi-Fi the issue 
is never resolved. Student Body 
President Nick Hopkins suggested 
that a representative from student 
housing come and_ speak to 
the senate at the next meeting. 

President Hopkins also 


See SGA, Page 7 
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Students and faculty respond 
to Phase 3 transition 
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Mya Melancon 
News Editor 


Cassie Tucker, a senior 
elementary education major at 
Northwestern State University, is 
hopeful that Phase 3 will be good 
for the state but also recognizes that 
there are still some dangers present. 

“If sports teams have _ to 
quarantine when one person tests 
positive, I feel like we'll end up 
with a lot of people not in class 
and mostly online,” Tucker said. 

On Sept. 11, Louisiana Governor 
John Bel Edwards _ released 
a statement that Louisiana is 
moving into Phase 3 of COVID-19 
recovery. Phase 3 will be in 
place for 28 days, ending Oct. 9. 

“We all want to see a return to 
normalcy, but it is going to take 
all of us working together to get us 
there,” Edwards said in an official 
statement. “There are still some 
looming factors that could come 
to bare on the fragile gains that 
we have made including students 
returning to schools at all levels.” 

These changes are beginning to 
benefit NSU’s recruiting process. 
Forrest Middlebook, Jr., assistant 
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NSU enforces the mask mandate for all buildings on campus. 
Phase 3 will end Oct. 9. 








Carves, an, qi 


director of university recruiter for 
the Louisiana Scholars’ College, 
believes that class formats will 
remain the same, but that recruiting 
efforts will now be more fruitful. 

“High schools are now allowing 
in-person visits, which will help 


a lot with recruiting efforts, 
especially with the  Scholar’s 
College,” Middlebrook said. 

Dr. Gregory Granger, 


professor of history and _ political 
science, believes that this move 
will be good for the state and 
supports the governor’s decision. 

“IT think Governor Edwards 
has taken a pragmatic approach,” 
Granger said. “While Iam concerned 
that there are too many people who 
will take liberties resulting in a 
setback statewide, I also believe 
that the governor is acting based 
on the best information available.” 

According to Edwards’ press 
release, the statewide mask mandate 
willstayin placeundertheneworder. 


“The more Louisianans 
who wear masks, the more 
Louisiana businesses can 
stay open,” Edwards - said. 
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VIGIL from Page 1 


those who struggle with suicidal 
ideations, and those who know 
the importance of building hope 
and awareness,’ McGeisey said. 

Counseling and Career Services 
encourages social distancing and 
asks students to wear their masks and 
will have hand sanitizer available. 

Students with A Target, headed 
by Maggie Welch, is collaborating 
with Counseling and Career 
Services Wednesday for the vigil. 
They will be handing out towels 
and sanitary pads to students 
on a first come, first serve basis. 

Students with A Target is an 
organization focused on highway 
safety, alcoholanddruginformation. 

“With COVID and _ increased 
isolation, our NSU community 
needs to be more vigilant with 
ourselves, fellow students, and 
faculty,” McGeisey said. “Knowing 
we are here for each other and 
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asking for help is the corner stone 
of awareness and_ prevention.” 
McGeisey said that Counseling 


and Career Services would 
like students and _ faculty to 
have regular conversations 
on this very difficult topic. 

“The more it is _ discussed, 
the easier it becomes to ask 
those uncomfortable questions 


that could save a life,” she said. 
Contact Counseling and Career 
Services at 318-357-5621. The 
emergencynumberforsuicideis 988. 
If at any time a student is having 
suicidal thoughts, call the University 
Police Department at 318-357-5431. 
They will notify Counseling 
and Career Services or if it is after 
hours, NSU's on call counselor. 
Office hours are Monday through 
Thursday from 8 am. to 5 p.m. 
and Friday from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
The National Suicide Prevention 
Lifeline is 800-273-8255. 
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Members of Theta Chi Fraternity raised over 300 dollars to travel 
down to Lake Charles, Louisiana to help Hurricane Laura victims. 
From left are Darrin Nixon, Branton Turner, Jr., Caden Owens, 
Tabitha Nixon, Timothy Holdiness, Andrew Barras, Nicholas Carter, 
Tyler LeBlanc, John Laneve. Submitted photo. 





NSU and MSU" Theta Chi Chapters come together 


Timothy Holdiness 


Contributing Writer 
When Hurricane Laura 
blew through Louisiana, 


Northwestern State University’s 
campus and student body were 
affected in many ways’ from 
power outages to fallen trees. 

While the power outage on 
NSU’s was restored within a 
week, there are still people in 
Calcasieu. Parish without lights 
and water. Many groups have 
brought supplies to those effected. 

Students who attend NSU 
have all had different experiences 
with the aftermath of Hurricane 
Laura. One of the _ students 
effected has had the support 
of his fraternity behind him. 

The Theta Chi Fraternity, 
Eta Omicron Chapter, of NSU 
partnered with the Theta Rho 
Chapter from McNeese State 
University to embody _ their 
motto of lending “An Assisting 


Hand” by removing destroyed 
furniture, carpet and appliances 
for those that wouldn’t have 
been able to do it on their own. 

They spent Sep. 12 and 13 
cleaning up three homes_ by 
clearing yards of downed branches, 
roof shingles and removing debris. 

The two fraternities 
demonstrated their commitment 
to brotherhood by partnering 
to help a community in need. 

“We were blessed as brothers 
to have that opportunity to help 
those in need, especially one of 
our own, said NSU Theta Chi 
Marshal, Branton Turner, Jr. 

From the NSU Theta Chi 
Chapter, those present were 
Darrin Nixon, Nicholas 
Carter, and Branton Turner, Jr. 

From the McNeese’ Theta 
Chi Chapter, those present 
were Tyler LeBlanc, Caden 
Owens, John Laneve, Andrew 
Barras and Kris Evans. 


New Faces: the Zoom where it happened 
CAPA's annual show New Faces went virtual this year 
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par Ritter, singing g”Wondering” from The . Bridges of Madison 
County. Photo by Lora Luquet. 








Maria Mancera, dancing. Photo by Lora Luquet. 
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Carly O’Quain, performing a monologue from “Reasons To Be 


Pretty.” Photo by Lora Luquet. 
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Paterson 2016: finding peace amongst chaos 


After everything 2020 has put 
us through, Adam Driver in 
“Paterson” is what we need 
right now. (Mary Cybulski/ 
Amazon Studios & Bleecker Street) 
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Counting down 


Kendall Caple 
Reporter 
For Northwestern State 


University students and _ faculty, 
having to deal with the global 
pandemic of COVID-19 and 
Hurricane Laura striking has 
put everyone behind schedule. 
It created more inconvenience 
and anxiety for everybody. 

It’s just easier to stay in bed, 
hidden under the blankets safe 
from the world’s mayhem-it’s 
also a very limited perspective. 

Directed by Jim Jarmusch, 
“Paterson” (2016) is a_ love 
letter to all the © present 
simplistic beauty in the world. 

An ode to the average person, 


“Paterson” stars Adam _ Driver 
as a bus driver and _ aspiring 
poet in Paterson, New Jersey, 


who finds himself inspired by 
everything from Ohio Blue Tip 
Matches to the first day of spring. 


Cherish Netter, mathematics major, fixes her graduation ca 
before getting her cap and gown portrait taken. Netter graduates 


this fall. Photo by Madelyn Dupont. 


A film heavily influenced by 
the poetry of William Carlos 
Williams, “Paterson” reminds 
us that life does not need to be 
defined by grandiose adventures 
to be fulfilling. We must travel 
our own creative paths, and forge 
avenues of love and support that are 
available to be found everywhere 
as long as we remember to pay 
attention to our surroundings. 

Although everyone undergoes 
life differently, people are 
universally connected through the 
shared experience of living. Driver’s 
character, Paterson-named just 
like the city-endures everything 
from happiness and _ sadness, 
to repetition with his routines, 
but amidst it all-contentment. 

To further Jarmusch’s celebration 
of the nobody, cinematographer 
Frederick Elmes and editor Affonso 
Goncalves, respectively, shoot and 
edit the film in a way that captures 











Baylee Lemoine and Zach Duncan admire the portraits of the men 


the snapshots of life, emphasizing 
the little changes that occur in the 
repetitiveness that make life special. 

“Paterson” is a relaxing and 
enjoyable movie that reminds us to 
find peace and beauty in a world 
that often doesn’t stop to hand 
us any. Although the film might 
seem simple with its writing and 
characters, it is inspired by the 
idea that one of the best things the 
world has to offer is love, and that 
one of the best pieces of art that we 
encounter is the life that we live. 

“Paterson” isavailable for viewing 
on Amazon Prime Video with a 
subscription, and a _ worthwhile 
watch for those moments you 
need to lessen the stress of world. 

In a tough world that doesn’t 
always offer us the love that we 
need, one of the bravest things 
we can do as humans is get out 
of bed and continue trekking on. 


Down the line 





and women on the Alumni Hall of Distinction, the Long Purple 
Line. The Long Purple Line is in the Friedman Student Union. Photo 


by Trinity Velazquez. 


September 30, 2020 





6 VIEWPOINTS 


Being a leader during a 
pandemic feels so lonely 


What is a leader supposed to do when their organization thrives off human 
interaction? How is a leader supposed to make a connection with a staff that 


they’ve never met? 


We have binders full of games and ideas that we wanted to do with our staff 
at our weekly meetings, but now all of our meetings are virtual. We prepared to 
be editors all summer, but nothing could prepare us for the loneliness that we 


feel after clicking the “end meet” button. 


Staff meetings are supposed to be filled with laughter and jokes from 
everyone, but it’s just the editor talking the whole time. 

A leader’s purpose is to establish connections with everyone in their group. 
But we feel like bad leaders because we don’t know how to make everyone feel 
connected when the only time we all see each other is through a computer 


screen. 


It’s really weird typing in the passcode and seeing no one working at the 
computers or writing pitches on the whiteboard. 

The virtual meetings are not the same as meeting in-person. It’s tough not 
being able to hang out in the newsroom with everyone and discuss stories. 

It really feels like each of us are on our own, it feels uncomfortable to ask 
someone for help on a story when you barely know them. 

Every student leader is trying their best to maintain social distancing 
protocols and the Registered Student Organization guidelines, but with 
everything happening it is extremely easy to get overwhelmed. We are not 
perfect, and sometimes what we need to do is take a step back and that is okay. 

Just because we are not where we wanted to be doesn’t mean we aren’t good 
leaders. Just like a great leader is patient with their staff, a leader needs to be 


patient with themselves too. 


No leader can do everything on their own, if it takes a village to raise a 
child, then it takes an editorial board to print a paper. 

To all the student leaders, take this from an editorial board who is still 
trying to figure things out: you are not alone, and it is more than okay to lean 
on your officers during this difficult time. 
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or disrespect. The Current Sauce welcomes 
all opinions and encourages students to 
speak up about the issues that they care 
about. 


To submit an opinion piece, email 
@thecurrentsauce@gmail.com 





Senior year, oh dear 


ys 


PR Manager Madelyn Dupont stresses over many responsibilities 






this semester. Dupont is an officer of two organizations and has 


two internships. Submitted photo. 


Madelyn Dupont 
PR Manager 


Senior year is stressful with 
classes, extracurricular activities, 
homework and_ preparing for 
graduation. These are all paired 
with a_ progressive realization 
that I will have to get a job and 
start the next chapter of my life. 

Fall 2020 is no exception. Leaves 
are not the only thing falling 
this semester. My mental state 
is in shambles. This semester is 
nowhere near what I could have 
predicted the three years prior. 

COVID-19 has altered the normal 
college experience. All classes are 
online, virtual, hybrid or face-to- 
face. There are signs and arrows 
down every hall, and you must 
always wear a mask in all buildings. 

Classes are small and students 
are socially distanced. Kyser 
Brick Way, Friedman Student 
Union and most places on campus 
have little to no people to be 
seen. The only time you see a 
plethora of students is five to ten 
minutes before and after classes. 

COVID-19 was not the only 
surprise this fall. Hurricane 
Laura hit Louisiana as a category 
four hurricane and went from 


the Gulf of Mexico all the way 
to Monroe. It cancelled classes 
and put our semester on _ hold. 

There was plenty of devastation, 
especially in Lake Charles. There 
were power outages, fallen trees 
and power lines, deaths and to 
top it off, the storm gave my 
professor's dog a heart attack. 

After all these stressful events, 
there is still two months until 
my graduation. I feel like time is 
flying, but I also feel like I’ve been 
in the same month for an eternity. 

I have five classes, am a member 
of two organizations, and have two 
internshipsall whilethere isa world- 
wide pandemic in place. Work and 
stress should be my middle names. 

Last semester, the Spring 2020 
graduation was cancelled due to the 
virus. I fear the same fate awaits 
me and my fellow graduates. Only 
time and the Northwestern State 
University administration will tell 
whether graduation will happen. 

In the end, I’m proud to be a 
first-generation college graduate 
and make my family proud of me. 

My senior year of college is 
truly incomparable. I have no 
idea what is left to come except 
receiving my diploma. So please, 
Dr. Maggio, shake my _ hand 
and give me what I’ve paid for. 


September 30, 2020 
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Freshman year Is not at all what I expected it to be 


Trinity Ford 
Reporter 


My first semester of college 
hasn’t been what I expected but 
nothing about this year has been. 
I never thought that COVID-19 
would have such an impact on 
how we go to school. Ever since 
I was young, I imagined college 
being full of adventures, parties 
and get-togethers. I knew it was 
coming, but it is just hard knowing 
that the freshman class can’t 
really experience their first year 
of college like everyone else got to. 

I am thankful that I can still 
to go to college, but never in 
a million years would I have 
imagined that we would be having 
to wear face masks to class, sit 
so far apart and not be able to 
go to all of our classes in person. 

I imagined stressing out every 
single day from having loads of 
homework, and having to study 
every second of every day. I worried 
my classes would be so_ hard. 

I convinced myself that I wasn’t 
going to make friends easily because 
I was going to be so busy. I saw 
myself glued to my room with my 





Trinity Ford and Caroline Bourgeois show off their new bids from 
Sigma Sigma Sigma Sorority. Ford is a freshman and Bourgeois is a 


sophomore. Submitted photo. 


bed covered in notebooks and papers. 

At the moment, college is not 
like that for me. I stress, but only 
when I have a lot of things due at 
the same time. I do have homework 
and I do have to study but not a lot. 
Classes are pretty easy right now. 

I get to go out basically whenever 
I feel like it, it’s nice. I have made 
so many friends since I have been 
at Northwestern State University, 
I don’t know why I was ever 
scared. My teachers are all very 


nice and are very understanding. 

Thankfully, I am not glued 
to my room and I get to go 
over to my _ friend’s house 
whenever they are not busy. 

College is not at all what I 
expected it to be: it’s so much better. 
I don’t know why I was so nervous 
to move here. I was scared to run 
into mean people, but I haven't. 
Everyone is so nice in Natchitoches. 

Hurricane Laura really put a 
damper in my college experience 


SGA from Page 2 


nominated two faculty members, 
Dr. J. Ereck Jarvis and Dr. Erin 
Dupree, to the Club Sports 
Committee. Treasurer Elizabeth 
Coleman nominated Senator 
Jamarcia Broadway as chairman. 
Hopkins also nominated 
two students, Kierra Linden 
and Terran Turner, for the 
committee. Hopkins said that 
each nominee had served on the 
committee before. All nominees 
were approved by the Senate. 

Senator Lauren Briscoe and 
Academic Affairs Commissioner 
Connor Donaldson were 


too. I thought COVID-19 was 
the worst of it but then the 
hurricane hit. It really messed up 
a lot of my classes and the due 
dates to most of my assignments. 

I never pictured myself joining 
a sorority. Ever since I moved 
here and learned how amazing 
Tri Sigma was it has been my 
number one priority. Imagine 
having to go through recruitment 
online through Zoom Video 
Communications, it was insane. 

I was so excited to be able to walk 
through the houses and get the full 
experience. But due to COVID-19, 
it could not be like that at all. I am 
so excited that I got to rush and 
experience something different. 

We all have been through a lot 
and lost many people, jobs and who 
knows what else due to the virus. I 
don’t want to think about how long 
we will be going to school like this. 

College life is not how I 
expected it to be and no one could 
have prepared me for what this 
semester has been. If there is one 
thing I have learned since starting 
my freshman year it’s that things 
change quickly. I imagine that 
won't be changing any time soon. 


also nominated by President 
Hopkins for Stat appointments 
and were approved by the Senate. 

Senator Sheradin Douglas 
asked for a bike rack sign to 
direct students to the nearest 
bike racks on campus. She also 
said that tables in the library are 
too far away from an electrical 
socket for students to charge 
their devices. Speaker of the 
Senate, Tyler Magnano, asked 
Student Affairs Commissioner 
Alaina Parham to speak with 
the Watson Memorial Library 
staff about the concerns. 

The SGA _— account is 
$31,702.48 and the _ speaker 
budget is $97,227.98. No 
students were’ present for 
Students Right to Speak. 


September 30, 2020 
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Jason Pugh 


Assistant AD for Media Relations 
NATCHITOCHES -_ After 
months of uncertainty, the 
Northwestern State football 
team found some clarity in 


the form of a unique schedule. 

The Demons will play six games 
against Southland Conference foes 
in the spring of 2021 as announced 
bythe league Tuesday. Northwestern 
State will play three games at home 
and three on the road in the first 
spring schedule in program history. 

“It’s different, as we all know, to 
be talking about our schedule at this 
time of the year,” said head coach 
Brad Laird, whose third season at 


the helm of his alma mater will 
kick off in February. “(Southland 
Conference) Commissioner Tom 
Burnett and our Athletic Director 
Greg Burke did a _ great job 
putting together a schedule. You 
have seven teams who are eager 
to compete for the Southland 
Conference championship.” 

NSU’s_ one-of-a-kind schedule 
kicks off Feb. 20 at Lamar and 
runs through an April 10 matchup 
at Incarnate Word. In _ between, 
the Demons play three of four 
games at home, beginning with a 
March 6 matchup against Nicholls. 


In addition to that game, 
Northwestern State hosts 
McNeese (March 20) = and 


Sam Houston State (April 1). 

“Right off the bat, we have an 
away game at Lamar against a team 
with a new head football coach,” 
Laird said. “Then you end it with 
another away game, at Incarnate 
Word, which was a playoff team a 
couple of years ago. Sandwiched in 
the middle are three home games at 
Turpin Stadium, and we talk about 
how there’s nothing like Turpin 
Stadium on a Saturday night.” 

In addition to the unconventional 
timing of the season, the six- 
game Southland slate will be 
played in a nine-week window. 

Two of the Demons’ three open 
weeks come ahead of home games 
and the third is set for the week 
beforethe NCAA FCS playoffs begin. 

“One open date comes before 
Nicholls, one comes before Sam 
Houston and the other comes 
before the start of the playoffs,” 
Laird said. “They fall at pretty good 
times. It’s a crapshoot once you put 
the schedule compared to the fall, 
but there are opportunities during 
those open weeks to get refreshed 
and get guys back healthy because 
we play some great football teams 
coming off those open weeks.” 


Demons announce spring 2021 schedule 


The uniqueness of playing in 
the spring does not stop there 
as the Southland’s football 
calendar has been inverted. 

NSU will have 15 fall practices, 
spread out across a 34-day 
period, similar to what it has in 
a typical spring workout period. 

“As we look at those six games, our 
goal is to be 1-0 every week,” Laird 
said. “This fall, as legislation has 
passed that will allow us to have 15 
fall-ball practices, gives us a chance 
to be able to go out and put the 
pads on and continue to get better.” 

For NSU fans who purchased 
season tickets for the 2020 season, 
those tickets remain valid. Those 
season-ticket holders also will be 
rewarded with VIP parking for 
the three spring home games. 

New ticket packages for the three- 
game spring season are on sale now, 
and it is expected that COVID-19 
guidelines with regards to seating 
capacity and social distancing will 
still be in place in the spring. 

For ticket information, 
contact the NSU Athletics Ticket 
Office at 318-357-4268 or log 
onto www.NSUTickets.com. 


Lady Demon great Attura claims Italian Super Cup title 


Brad Welborn 
Assistant Director of 
Communications 


NATCHITOCHES - 
Northwestern State players continue 
to shine overseas as former Lady 
Demon standout Beatrice Attura 
and her Reyer Venezia teammates 
won the Italian Super Cup 
Championship on Sunday night. 

Reyer topped Famila Schio in 
the finals 73-64 claiming the second 
title in the organization’s history. 

Attura’s championship is the 
latest success for a Lady Demon 
alumna. Former teammate Shahd 
Abboud was named Domestic MVP 
of the Israeli Female Basketball 


Premier League in March for 
her club Ramat  MHasharon. 

“The Super Cup title means 
more than the other trophies 
I’ve won because these are such 
uncertain times,” Attura said. 
“ve realized you cannot take 
anything for granted. You never 
know when this moment can get 
taken away from you_ because 
of things out of your control. 

“Fortunately, we were able to 
stay healthy, get fit again and 
make it through these hard times. 
It means so much to me that I can 
come back to my home country 
and hoist a trophy that has been 
so hard to conquer over the years. 
Hopefully it’s the first of many.” 


Reyer took an early seven- 
point lead before Schio pulled 
within one at 22-21 by the end of 
the first quarter. A long ball with 
two and a half minutes left in the 
half put Reyer back up by seven, 
a lead they took to the break. 

After a defensive push by Schio 
early in the third, it was Attura’s 
3-pointer, a sight quite familiar 
to Lady Demon fans, at the end 
of the frame that pushed the 
lead to double figures at 57-45. 

The lead ballooned to 15 by 
the middle of the fourth and 
despite a late push by the home 
team getting them within six, 
Reyer held on to claim the 73- 
64 victory and Super Cup title. 


The 2015 Southland Conference 
Tournament Most Valuable Player 
and 2017 First-[Team Academic All- 
American finished the game with 
nine points, including the clutch 
trey at the end of the third period. 

Attura, a ffirst-team  ALI- 
Southland selection as a senior, 
averaged 11.3 points per game 
at NSU, ranks 12th all-time in 
scoring with 1,446 points, holds 
the NSU record for most 3-pointers 
in a season with 88 and is to date 
the only CoSIDA Academic All- 


American in program history. 
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What you need to know about the 
2020 election 


Kendall Caple 
Reporter 


In the upcoming 2020 
November General election the 
United States will not only be 
voting for President but the 
U.S. House of Representatives, 
Senate and amendments. 

The options for the most 
discussed race, president and vice 
president, are as follows: Joseph R. 
Biden/Kamala Harris DEM; Howie 
Hawkin/Angela Walker GRN; 
Brock Pierce/Karla Ballard IND; 
Jo Jorgensen/Spike Cohen LIB; 
Donald Trump/Mike Pence REP. 

For congress, voters will be 
voting on the U.S. House of 
Representatives in Louisiana 
District 4 and Senate members. 


U.S. House candidates include: 
democrat Kenny Houston, 
democrat Ryan Trundle, 
republican Mike Johnson 
and republican Ben _ Gibson. 

Louisiana Senate candidates 
include: democrat Derrick 
Edwards, democrat David 


Knight, democrat Adrian Perkins, 
democrat Antoine Pierce, democrat 
Peter Wenstrup, independent 
Beryl Billiot, independent John 
Bourgeois, independent Reno 
Daret, independent Xan John, 
independent MJ. Mendoza, 


@thecurrentsauce 
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independent Jamar Montgomery, Amendment 6, Homestead 
independent Melinda Price, Exemption Special Assessment 
libertarian Aaron Sigler, Income Limit; Louisiana 
republican Bill Cassidy and Amendment © Unclaimed 
republican Dustin Murphy. Property Permanent Trust Fund; 


Louisiana Amendment 3, Use 
of Budget Stabilization Fund for 
Declared Disasters; Louisiana 
Amendment 1, No _ Right to 
Abortion in Constitution; Louisiana 
Amendment 2, Include Oil and Gas 
Value in Tax Assessment of Wells. 

Local Natchitoches — voters 
will also vote on the Louisiana 
Sports Betting Measure, which is 
designed to ask voters in each of 


Quote of the Week 


“Majority of college students tend to 
not vote, however, our voice is one 
that can influence the polls.” 
Ver Teele ai it 


NSU Senior 


Natchitoches voters will also 
be voting on the Louisiana Public 
Service Commission District 5, 
which has Foster Campbell DEM 
and Shane Smiley REP running. 

The 2020 ballot will also feature 
measures involving: Louisiana 
Amendment 4, Expenditures 
Limit Growth Formula; Louisiana 
Amendment 5, Payments in Lieu 
of Property Taxes; Louisiana 





Louisiana’s 64 parishes on whether 
or not they authorize sports betting. 

On the day of in-person voting, 
an acceptable form of photo ID, 
which includes, a Louisiana driver’s 
license or special ID card, LA Wallet 
digital driver’s license, a United 
States military identification card, 
or some other generally recognized 
picture ID that contains your name 
and signature must be brought. 

While the media has provided 


nonstop coverage over’ the 
ongoing presidential race, the 
other election topics on _ the 


ballot tend to get overshadowed. 

For those registered to vote, 
Election Day is on Tuesday, 
Nov. 3. For those unable to 
vote on that date or in person, 
Louisiana offers both absentee 
ballots by mail and early voting. 

The deadline to receive the 
absentee ballot is Oct. 30, and it 
must be returned by mail Nov. 
2 by 4:30 p.m. Information on 
how to receive an absentee ballot 
can be found on the Louisiana 


Secretary of State's website. 

The Louisiana early voting 
period runs’ from _ Friday, 
Oct. 16. to Tuesday, Oct. 27. 

To find out your registered 
voting location go to the 
voter portal on the Louisiana 
Secretary of State's website. 
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A helpful heart: a nominee from 
the divine nine speaks out 
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Mekayla Jenkins. 


Timothy Holdiness 
Reporter 


A first-generation student from 
a single-parent home, Destiney 
Williams says when you put in the 
work and put yourself out there on 
campus and in life, you will prevail. 

Williams is the current National 
Pan-Hellenic Council President at 
Northwestern State University and 
the firstfemale from the Divine Nine 
to be elected to the Homecoming 
Honor Court in six _ years. 

“I believe everybody should 
be treated equally,” Williams 
said. “In a sense, we are 
underappreciated as a people, we 
are undermined a lot on the daily.” 

With the state of race relations 
in our country, Williams feels that 
she has overcome the odds to win 
and it means the world to her. 

“To be nominated and voted 
for by my peers to have a seat on 
the court, truly shows that NSU 
is on the right side of history,” 
Williams said. “African American 
students should be recognized 
for their greatness too.” She said. 

The opportunity to attend college 
is as important to Williams as being 
active on campus and helping the 
community. Williams is a member 
of Helping Hands, an organization 
that gives back to children, elders 
and schools. She stated she focuses 


Destiny Williams poses with letters on Front Street. Photo by 


~ 


on helping others in her free time. 

Last month, she helped to 
organize a city wide clean up, 
where fraternities and sororities got 
together and spent the day cleaning 
up the city of Natchitoches. 

“I like to be places where I’m 
at an equal opportunity with 
everyone else,” Williams - said. 
“I like to be where I feel valued, 
and I definitely feel that at NSU.” 

Williams is a member of the 
Iota Mu chapter of the Delta 
Theta Sigma organization, and 
a mentor with the TRiO Student 
Support Services Project, which 
helps to keep her focused. Terri 
Marshall, SSS advisor, has been 
a huge inspiration and support 
system since her sophomore year. 

“She pushed me academically 
and keeps me on track and 
motivates me in my hard times,” 
she said. “I owe her the world.” 

Originally a nursing major, 
Williams realized that there 
were more ways to help people 
than just by being a nurse. 

“I switched to social work 
and have been flourishing ever 
since then,” Williams _ said. 
“I feel like that’s my _ niche.” 

After NSU, Williams hopes to 
obtain her master’s degree and 
open her own practice focusing 
on social work and mental health 
in the communities around her. 


CAPA to present “Modern in Motion’ VIII 
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hearsal. Modern in Motion Vill 


is to be held on the riverbank. Photo by Chris Reich. 


Kendall Caple 
Reporter 

Northwestern State University 
School of Creative and Performing 
Arts will present “Modern in 
Motion” VIII on Oct. 16 at 6 p.m. 
and Oct. 17 at3 p.m. and6 p.m. onthe 
Fleur de Lis Stage on the Downtown 
Riverbank in Natchitoches. 

Department head of theater and 
dance, and associate professor of 
dance, Brett Garfinkel said that 
in this era of COVID-19 safety 
has been the utmost concern for 
rehearsals and performances. 

“Modern in Motion was 
always designed to bring a dance 
performance to an_ unlikely 
performance space and be inspired 
by the environment,” Garfinkel 
said. “While the dancers are 6 
feet apart they will not be wearing 
masks and as their distance 
shortens they will put their masks 
on. The audience will be far 
enough away from the performers.” 


Show choreographer and 
Associate Professor of dance, 
Kirstin Riehl, said that the 


Riverbank offers both beauty and 
safety to support the performance. 

“Live performance is something 
that’s just been missing from 
our lives since COVID-19 hit. 
Modern in Motion offers the 
audience unity with art and a 
sense of normalcy,” Riehl said. 

As an effect of COVID-19, 
the dancers will not be able to 
interact with the audience as 
they have with past performances. 

First year NSU _ associate 
professor of dance and _ fellow 


choreographer of the _ show, 
Michael Lomeka, said that in 
the past “Modern in Motion” has 
been more interactive and more of 
an immersive experience, where 
this year there will be designated 
audience and performance areas. 

Despite the changes, Lomeka 
is both confident and _ excited 
about the upcoming performance. 

“I’m starved for art. The talent 
of live theatre, of live music that’s 
been gone from all our lives for 
half a year now,” said Lomeka. 
“We’re all hoping that [Modern in 
Motion] will be a boost to everyone’s 
spirits, and a reintroduction of live 
performance into people’s lives.” 

John Jefferson, a junior dance 
performer, hopes that “Modern in 
Motion” provides people a deeper 
understanding of the importance of 
performed arts and how devastating 
it has been to have almost all 
forms of the arts indefinitely 
paused during the pandemic. 

Jefferson also- said _ there 
are 23 people cast in the show 
and three choreographers. 

“When we are not wearing masks 
we are socially distancing within the 
performance. As a student dancer, 
I do feel comfortable with the steps 
taken thus far,” Jefferson said. 

“Modern in Motion” will 
include the choreography styles of 
contemporary ballet, modern andtap. 

“The performance is always well 
received by the community and 
this is the first time that tickets are 
based on what anyone can afford 
making the show a give back to 
the community,” Garfinkel said. 
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We are all struggling to 


survive this semester 


The amount of work we are expected to do is insanely overwhelming. 
Over fall break, students flooded the Student concerns Facebook page with 
comments over how much work was assigned to them they didn’t feel like 


they had an actual break. 


We recognize the stress on students and professors, no one has it easy 
right now. The Northwestern State University and Natchitoches community 
have been through way more than we ever thought we could handle. 

Although we feel like professors could dial it down of the assignments, 
it’s not entirely their fault that students are way more stressed out than 
usual. There is a dangerous pandemic and now we have gone through two 
hurricanes. Let’s remind ourselves that there are many students who still 
never got power back from the first hurricane. 

This editorial is not bashing the professors, we can’t imagine the 
pressure they must be under to get grades in but that doesn’t mean that our 
feelings are irrational. The administration told professors to put a pause 
on everything, but it feels like that was completely disregarded. There are 
complaints on the concerns page that due dates weren’t pushed back, and 
professors still expected students to turn in assignments on time. 

There is no way that professors believe that assigning papers and work 
means that students are learning the material. No student can learn in this 
chaotic in environment and no professor can teach in this environment 
either. Midterms this semester were open book, so students just looked for 
correct answers, not what the content of the chapters were about. 

Everyone needs to remember that we are all struggling to survive this 
semester. It will take all of us to get through the end of this year without 


losing our minds completely. 


If a student needs help at any time, we recommend emailing your 
professor and asking about extensions, but students who feel like they need 
to be heard are more than welcome to submit an opinion piece to The 


Current Sauce. 
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or disrespect. The Current Sauce welcomes 
all opinions and encourages students to 
speak up about the issues that they care 
about. 


To submit an opinion piece, email 
@thecurrentsauce@gmail.com 





NSU needs a better quarantine 
process 





| just knew it would never be me, but there was 2020, showing me 
that it very well was going to be. I was a direct contact. Artwork by 
Mekayla Jenkins. 


Mekayla Jenkins 
Photo Editor 


This semester has been crazy. 
I’m a junior double majoring 
in Communications and Dance 
in the middle of a pandemic. 

I thought it was going be 
smooth sailing honestly. I’ve done 
everything right. I’ve been attending 
my online and in person classes 
and following social distancing 
protocols. I have gone straight to 
my dorm after classes to wash my 
hands. I have always worn a mask. 

My hope was to stay away from 
COVID-19 but 2020 had plans 
for my character development. 

To start off the semester I was 
stung by a wasp in my dorm. 

Two days into the semester, I 
discovered a wasp’s nest under 
the stairs that lead to my dorm 
along with a wasp nest near the 
window. I was stung a second time 
and had maintenance remove it. 

Speaking of removals, 
COVID-19 temporarily evicted me 
from the dorm that I pay 2,982 
dollars a semester for. I had to 
leave for fourteen days and my life 
was put on pause at the worse time. 

I already felt so behind in classes 


with the hurricanes, the pandemic 
and midterms. I took all the 
precautions to make sure I would 
not fall further behind. I thought 
I was doing everything right, and 
then I got a text from my roommate- 
“I tested positive for COVID.” 

My first reaction was shock. 
I just knew it would never be 
me, but there was 2020, showing 
me that it very well was going 
to be. I was a direct contact. 

To be cautious, I set an 
appointment online to be tested 
the next morning. The health 
center would not even test me 
because I had no symptoms. They 
let me know that I would be sent 
home to quarantine for fourteen 
days anyway and an excuse would 
be sent out to all my professors. 

I laughed because there was 
no way they were going to send 
me home when I could just stay 
in my dorm and quarantine, but 
no, I got the call and was told 
leave as soon as possible and 
drop my keys off at the lobby. 

I was livid! The thing that 
made me the most upset was the 


See QUARANTINE, Page 4 
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Athletics department in full 
swing after virus scare 
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Senior softball player Cayla Jones and senior football player David 
Fitzwater throw up a Fork‘Em in the field house. Photo by Brianna 


Corley. 


Brianna Corley 
Copy Editor 


OnSep.15,the Northwestern State 
University Athletics Department 
made the decision to pause five 
teams to help slow the spread of 
COVID-19. After a carefully paced 
return, the department returned 
to full operation after fall break. 

Following the return of student- 
athletes after Hurricane Laura, 
Greg Burke, director of athletics, 
stated that he and the _ sports 
medicine staff noticed what 
they considered concerning and 
noticeable in the number of positive 


and  contact-traced COVID-19 
cases in their department. 
“Our sport’s medicine staff, 


they do a report every day,” 
Burke said. “And initially I didn’t 
want to overreact, but we had an 
uptick over a four-day period.” 

Teams that did not demonstrate 
an increase in cases were able to 
continue activities as normal. 

“We just said hey let’s put the 
pause button,” Burke said. “Let’s 


put a pause on working out in 
the weight room and _ practices.” 

When teams resumed, things 
moved slowly to ease student- 
athletes back into routine. Students 
returned with certain guard rails on 
what they were able to accomplish 
on top of the COVID-19 guidelines 
already in place in the department. 

“We didn’t fully open back up,” 
Burke said. “We started seeing 
numbers going intoa better direction 
and spoke to our teams and said 
hey let’s start getting back into it.” 

Before fall break, Burke 
stated he looked proactively into 
preventing another increase in 
COVID-19 case numbers. He 
met with every sports teams, 
reminding them of the uptick in 
cases and to social distance, wear 
their masks and wash their hands. 

“You can’t do what the athletes 
one year ago did on fall break,” 
Burke said he told the student- 
athletes. “You can, but you will 
risk yourself and your team.” 

Burke stated coaches have been 
keeping things positive and stressing 
what students need to do and hopes 


that as the athletic director speaking 
with students will reemphasis 
the importance of caution. 

Burke also feels that the 
silver lining in sports being 
played in the spring is that this 
interruption did not pull teams 
out of their competitive seasons. 

“There’s a long list of schools 
that have had to cancel games,” 
Burke said. “My message for them 
[student-athletes] was when it comes 
time for us to play, I don’t want 
Northwestern State to be on this list.” 

Cayla Jones, senior softball 
player, is a member of one of the 
teams that were quarantined. 

“We’re spring sports so for us 
it was just more of a quick reality 
check,” Jones said. “Like let’s get 
this under control now so that we 
are able to play in the spring.” 

Jones noted the many precautions 
the athletics department has put 
in place to combat the spread of 
COVID-19, including limiting the 
number of students who are able 
to attend study hall at one time. 

“I think it was good that it 
happened then so we can move 
forward,” Jones said. “They are 
doing everything they can do.” 

David Fitzwater, senior, 
football player feels grateful 
for the department’s decision. 

“I think it was _ responsible,” 
Fitzwater said. “They definitely took 
the precautions they had to take.” 

Fitzwater also spoke on the 
sports department protocols, 
stating that separate groups of 
only 15 people are allowed in 
the weight room at one time. 

“That really helps to stop 
the spreading,” Fitzwater said. 





QUARANTINE 


fact that I had to go home to my 
grandma and hope to God that I 
didn’t have it. If I did, I’d recover, 
but passing it to my grandma was 
a risk I was not willing to take, 
but it had to be taken anyway. 
Coming back home was weird, 

I suddenly had time to just do 
school and sit. I had reverted to 
the long sentence of quarantine. 
I spent months waiting for school 
to open back up just for it to 
close again but for just me, for 
14 days, isolated from everyone. 
I had to missed out on being 
in Modern in Motion this year 
and other things that I was 
heavily involved in because I was 
going to be home to quarantine. 
I was upset, not just because I 
would be missing out but because 
of how Northwestern State 
University handles COVID-19. 
After a couple days, I realized 
that yes, the protocols are not 
perfect but what college protocols 
can be during a _ pandemic? 
Once I realized that, I got over 
being upset that I was home again. 
I started taking time for myself to 
reflect on the semester so far and 
focus on things I was grateful for. 
I got back into journaling, 
editing, stretching and creating 
physical and digital art. With the 
health center and my professors 
checking up on me and consistently 
helping me out, I was also able to 
finally get a grip on my academics. 
I finally got the proper rest 
and homecooked meals I needed. 
This was a break I did not know 
I needed. I feel like I have had 
change of heart. I no longer expect 
for something bad to happen, 
instead I have been going with 
the flow. I learned to count all 
the good things and to try and 
be positive even through the bad. 
I should have realized being 
stung by a wasp was a warning 
to always expect the unexpected. 
I never thought I would be sent 
home for two weeks because of 
COVID-19 but I also never thought 
I would have this crazy positive 
reset during my _ quarantine. 
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How students viewed the presidential 






Em Nobles felt the last debate 
was intolerable. 


Timothy Holdiness 
Reporter 
This Thursday, President 


Donald Trump and Democratic 
nominee Joe Biden will debate 
for the final time for the 2020 
presidential election. On Sept. 
29, students at Northwestern 
State University tuned in_ to 
watch the _  ffirst presidential 
debate of the campaign season. 

Biden and Trump set out to 
get their platforms across to the 
American people with Fox News host 
Christopher Wallace moderating. 

Howie Hawkins, the Green 
party nominee, and Jo Jorgensen, 
the Libertarian Party nominee, 
were not invited to participate 
in this presidential debate. 

Em Nobles, a sophomore, 
felt the debate was intolerable. 

“It was treated as 
a joke,” Nobles said. 

While the candidates agreed to 
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Darrin Nixon was glad the last 
debate covered race. 


the debate rules before it started, 
they were not strictly enforced. 

Each candidate was_ also 
required to take a COVID-19 test 
before the debate, but Trump 
arrived too late to be given the test. 

The Six predetermined 
segments of the debate were: 
each candidate’s record, the 
Supreme Court nomination, the 
ongoing coronavirus pandemic, 
race relations, recent violence in 
cities across the country, election 
integrity and the nation’s economy. 

Darrin Nixon, a sophomore, 
was happy to see the candidates 
discuss race relations. 

“lm glad they covered the 


racial climate,” said Nixon. 
Clayton Ashworth, a_ senior 
history major, felt that the 


debate could have been better. 

“It was a big missed opportunity 
for Trump,” said Ashworth. 
debate scheduled for 


The 
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“The way to right wrongs ts to turn 
the light of truth upon them.” 


Ida B. Wells 
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Clayton Ashworth said that th 
debate was in Biden’s favor. 


Oct. 15. was canceled due to 
Trump being diagnosed’ with 
COVID-19  a_ week _ earlier. 

The Commission on Presidential 
Debates offered to have the debate 
virtually. Biden agreed, but the plan 
was scrapped when Trump declined 
to participate in a virtual setting. 

Instead, Biden and ‘Trump 
each held town halls at the same 
time on separate news stations. 

Nixon saw this as a strategic 
move by the current president. 

“If the entire country has been 
working and learning virtually, 
why can’t he do a debate virtually?” 
Nixon said. “The American people 
deserve to see the _ presidential 
candidatesagain beforeelection day.” 

Ashworth felt the cancellation 
was in Biden’s favor. 

“That was the plan from the 
start,” said Ashworth. “It wouldn’t 
be in Biden’s favor to have more 
debates because he is winning.” 


NSU Food 
Pantry fights 
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The Northwestern State _ _—_ 
University Food Pantry program 
was Created in April 2015. 
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Kendall Caple 
Reporter 


Among studying, maintaining 
social lives and mental health, 
another concern for many 
college students is the location 
of their next meal. As a way of 
aiding struggling and hungry 
students, the Northwestern State 
University Food Pantry program 
was created in April 2015. 

The College and University Food 
Bank Alliance found that 30% of 
college students are food insecure, 
NBC news reported in December. 

According to program 
coordinator and Assistant 
Professor of Social Work Denise 
Bailey, the pantry is an on- 
campus resource readily available 
to meet student needs weekly. 

“The weekly item limits are as 
follows: four canned _ vegetables 
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Ghoula to bring frights and 








Dancers rehearse for Ghoula in A.A. Fredericks. Ghoula will be 
livestreamed. Photo by Mekayla Jenkins. 


Lora Luquet 
Arts and Living Editor 


“Ghoula,” a play on the word 
gala, will be performed online Oct. 
23 and 24. This Halloween event 
has combined the casts of the fall 
musical and play which were both 
canceled earlier in the semester. 

“It’s been really interesting 
being able to work with people that 
I’ve never worked with before, and 
then being able to put something 
together for everyone to do,” 
junior Sophie Stechmann said. 

The performance will feature 
songs and scenes from “The 
Addams Family,” “Rocky Horror 


PANTRY 


and fruits, two canned meats, 
three packaged meals, four soups, 
four bottles of water, two snacks 


from Page 1 


and four breakfast items,” Bailey 
said. “In addition, students may 
receive two personal care items.” 

Although the pantry was 
created to help students, many 
are unaware of its existence. 


Bailey estimated that only about 
50 students use the pantry each week. 
Junior nursing major Layla 
Easley said the food pantry is a 
really great campus resource that 
she used a lot her sophomore year. 
“I was constantly getting fruits and 
vegetables from there,” Easley said. 


Picture Show,” “Carrie,” “Little 
Shop of Horrors,” “Heathers” 
and other productions. 

Stechmann was a cast member 
in the play “The Wolves” before the 
theater department opted tocombine 
the casts in order to form “Ghoula.” 

Although moving from 
production to production has been 
an adjustment for her, she speaks 
highly of her experience this fall. 

“So far, it’s been really great, 
honestly. It kind of came from 
a place of all of us joining 
together,” Stechmann says. 

With Professor of Theatre and 
Dance Pia Wyatt as the director 
and choreographer and Assistant 


“The pantry helped me out a lot.” 

Director of First Year Experience 
and Leadership Development 
Reatha Cox said details regarding 
the program are shared during 
Freshman Connection, on campus 
tours, and at other first year and 
student experience presentations. 

“Information about the NSU Food 
Pantry and services provided to our 
students is also shared with the local 
news outlets, which often leads to 
donors supporting the program,” Cox 
said. “Student volunteers who work at 
the pantry alsoshare social media posts.” 

According to Cox, _ student 
volunteers are also working on new 
pantry programs, some of which 
include recipe cards and_ grab 


thrills Halloween night 


Professor of Musical Theatre 
Dr. Grace Edgar as the musical 
director, the cast of students aim to 
give the audience an entertaining, 
chilling experience that can 
distract from the state of the world 
during COVID-19 while © still 
maintaining distancing regulations. 

“They should expect some 
killer voices, and some incredible 
dancing, and just to be scared and 
to be entertained,” Wyatt said. 
“We need to just be able to enjoy 
and be entertained and be creeped 
out and be freaked out, and that 
is what Halloween is all about.” 

Sarah Lord Holoubek, 
sophomore, has never been in a live 
streamedshowbefore. Thisisthecase 
for many cast members, who have 
grown accustomed to performing 
directly in front of an audience. 

“I think it’s a really interesting 
adaptation for theater performers 
to make,” Holoubek says. “I 
always like to try new things. I 
just hope that people tune in!” 

“It’s fun, light-hearted, and 
I feel like that’s what we need 
right now, we need to be able to 
escape the world that were in 
because there’s so much sadness 
and woe happening,” says Wyatt. 

Ghoula will be live streamed 
on Oct, 23 and 24 at 7:30 p.m. 


and go snacks, as other campus 
organizations work towards writing 
erants for enhancing the program. 

With the pantry open almost 
40 hours a week it is “always in 
need of complete meals-—pasta, 
tuna, dried beans, etc.,” Cox said. 

The NSU Food Pantry is 
on Central Avenue across from 
Magale Hall and is open from 8 
am. to 4:30 p.m. Monday through 
Thursday and 8 a.m. to noon Friday. 

To donate to the pantry 
visit the NSU alumni _ website. 

Donors can also drop off items 
for the pantry in the Watson 
Memorial Library foyer, and the 
social work department faculty 
suite on the third floor of Kyser. 


Students 
gear up to 
geaux vote 


Trinity Ford 
Reporter 


With Election Day on Nov. 
3 college students are preparing 
to make difficult decisions 
on when and where to vote. 

“Majority of college students 
tend to not vote, however, our 
voice is one that can influence 
the polls, “ Adam Courville said. 

Senior Adam Courville feels 
that political opinions should 
be talked about among students 
to help people see both sides of 
the coin and there should not be 
hostility if there are disagreements. 

Having voted before, some 
students know what to expect. 

“TI vote in Opelousas because that 
is where I’m registered,” sophomore 
Alyssa Chachere said. “It’s very 
simple. You walk in and go cast your 
vote. It’s completely confidential 
and there are curtains around you.” 

For other students, such as 
sophomore Caroline Bourgeois, 
this year will be the first time 
they will be able execute their 
right as a United States citizen. 

Bourgeois said that though this 
will be her first time voting she 
feels it is important for college 
students and other citizens to vote. 

“Every vote matters, every voice 
should be heard,” Bourgeois said. 

Morgan Durrett, another 
first time voter, is _ still 
gathering information about the 
candidates running for office. 

“I know that it is a_ very 
important part of being an adult 
and making decisions,” Durrett 
said. “But I would love to gain more 
knowledge on the people who are 
running before I make a decision.” 

“It’s important because voting is 
your right as an American, and I 
believe it is important to use this 
right to participate in the election,” 
sophomore Matthew Courville said. 
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Two for fall 


Our fashion writer says to get monochromatic and 
take care of yourself 


Mary Gaffney 
Fashion Columnist 


Yummy in yellow! Gaffney poses in a monochrome 


outfit. Photo 
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Demons, with storms coming 
and going and the winds that keep 
on blowing fall has become more of 
a shower. And with this downpour, 
I can only think of days where it 
was sunny, breezy and beautiful. 

My favorite weather can be 
described as fall and with the 
fall fits getting closer and closer, 
I can feel a little overwhelmed. 
Sometimes picking out one outfit 
with multiple colors and multiple 
textures can be a little hard, so I 
like to make my job easier in the 
morning and limit myself to one 
or two colors that match almost 
perfectly. The monochromatic 
look can really make any outfit 
look classy and _ sophisticated. 

The trick with this look is 
keeping the eye looking up and 
down. You want to elongate your 
body and keep the look flowing 
perfectly. I love to do this with color 
denim. It really helps the look flow 
up and down. Try grabbing some 
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ted by Mary Gaffney . 
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it’s white, 
black or green and add a top that 
matches the same color. It can 
be slightly off, but overall, it will 
match well if it’s like the bottoms. 

Tying the look together with a 
matching belt or shoes helps, but you 
can also pop a complimentary color 
with accessories. Personally, I love 
wearing yellow. It makes me happy 
and brings out the red in my hair. 

I sadly don’t own yellow shoes 
yet so I would pair the look with 
brown boots or white sneakers with 
yellow socks poking out to keep the 
look consistent. The monochrome 
look can continue with accessories, 
makeup and jewelry. It can be 
a fun way to bring out the sun 
or make your morning easier. 

Picking any color that you have 
most in your closet and then rolling 
with the monochromatic look for 
the day is easy and fun to wear. 
Whether you pick black, lilac or 
pink, the outfit options are endless. 





Demons, with the way the world 
has been I’m ready for us to sit down 
and chat about our feelings. Listen, 
fashion is primarily about what makes 
you feel good in your own skin, not just 
how you present yourself to the world. 

I get that, so for us to continue 
learning about fashion and 
what makes you happy, we must 
address the elephant in the room: 
quarantine weight gain. It sucks 
and has been a big issue in my life. 

I've gained weight, you've 
probably gained weight and we're 
all depressed. Fashion isn’t about 
being tiny and flashy, it’s about being 
true to yourself first and foremost. 

Being true to yourself sounds like 
a line from a Disney movie, mainly 
because it kind of is, but that doesn’t 
make it any less valid. Being true to 
yourself is a form of fashion as well 
as self-love and trust me when I say 
that those two walk hand in hand. If 
being true to yourself right now means 
you re wearing sweatpants and an old 
T-shirt to go to class, be yourself. 

If it means that you’re going to 
dress to the nines to go to Walmart, 
be yourself. It’s a form of self-love and 
self-care. Fashion is about pushing 
the boundaries and sometimes you 
need to start feeling comfortable in 
your own skin first before you can 





show the world what you've got. 

Ways to become comfortable with 
your own skin are tricky, especially 
when quarantine has added a lot of 
stress to our lives. You can’t wave a magic 
wand and then magically love yourself. 
It takes time and it takes hard work. 

Self-care doesn’t just mean taking 
bubble baths and spa days, it means 
journaling and changing parts of 
yourself that you know aren’t helpful. 
It means looking at your flaws. 
And when it comes to fashion, it 
might just mean that you need to 
get comfortable with your own body. 

Take your time. Keep’ up 
with assignments. Spend time 
with yourself. Look into parts of 
yourself that you just discovered. 

When it comes to fashion and self- 
love, there are many ways youcan elevate 
your style and attitude about your body. 

If you’re worried about adjusting 
to a new style, start wearing it around 
your home to get comfortable in the 
new look you want to try. Explore 
new aesthetics that excite you. Go to 
thrift stores and find wacky pieces 
that you adore. Donate the clothes 
that you have no need for anymore. 

Finding love for yourself can 
be a big task but start small and 
take your first step in the shoes 
youve always wanted to wear. 





Self love is the best love. Gaffney digs in to her 
favorite pie. Photo submitted by Mary Gaffney. 
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Peterson, junior criminal justice major, in the student Robert McCandlish, junior theater major, in Vics. Photo by Emily 
union courtyard. Photo by Madelyn Dupont. Snyder. 
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Stephanie Rachal, freshman social work major, on Iberville Green 
plage: Photo ey mendes Caple. 
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Jaeli Williams, sophomore vocal performance major, by Russel Raven Perkins, freshman vet tech major, in Varnado hall. Photo by 
Hall fountain . Photo by mney: eOIGINES Lora Loquet. 
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Tlen Mason, j junior dance major, at Fournet Hall. Photo by Timothy iad Keeton, senior communications major, at CAPA. Photo by 
Holdiness. Lora Loquet. 
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Go out and vote, Demons 


Northwestern State University has done a great job of keeping up with 
the changing times, and Black Lives Matter is changing the times. 


With the next presidential debate coming up, it’s essential to know where 


the candidates stand with the state of race relations in our country. 

Young voters need to know who and what are going to be on the ballots 
so they can research what they may not understand. 

A recent NSU Facebook post brought out the worst in some alumni, and 
the comment section was disheartening to look through. It made one of 
editor’s extremely upset. 

The event the post was about wasn’t even in support of the Black Lives 
Matter organization, it was just promoting black lives and black students to 
make them aware that they matter to the university just as much everyone 
else. 

It’s important that we, as the NSU community, re-affirm and repeatedly 
speak out that the university represents all students, regardless of race, 
gender, sexual orientation, etc. 

Why is there a problem with NSU simply stating that Black Lives 
Matter? 

We aren’t going to get into how hateful some members of the older 
generation can be, that’s an unsigned for another day. 

It’s evident that some people still need change, and we can be that 
change. 

The editorial board is asking for everyone to go out and exercise their 
right to vote. This country could be the one we are protesting for if we use 
all our first amendment rights. We have the right to protest and voting is 
how we exercise our freedom of speech. 

America needs the young people. Our country needs our vibrant 
personalities, are loving hearts, and our amazing technology skills. 

We are living in 21st century, we are not doomed to make our parents 


and grandparents’ mistakes. We are more open to opposing opinions, and we 


want more safe places to speak our minds. 
Please, go out and vote. Your voice matters to the university and to the 
country. 
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To submit an opinion piece, email 
@thecurrentsauce@gmail.com 


Lu The student 
<CURRENTSAUCE media outlet that strives to achieve civil 
engagement. The Current Sauce serves 
a crucial role on campus by covering the 
Northwestern State University and the 
Natchitoches community with news and 
information on student life, on and off 
campus. We provide a safe place for student 
opinions to be published and conversations 


The opinions featured on this page 
are not the opinions of the staff members, 
nor the opinion of The Current Sauce as a 
whole. This page is for student opinions. 
All submitted pieces must be approved 
by the Editor in Chief. The purpose of the 
Viewpoints page is to let students share their 
beliefs and opinions without fear of scrutiny 
or disrespect. The Current Sauce welcomes 
all opinions and encourages students to 
speak up about the issues that they care 





Overthinking Equity 


Clayton Ashworth 
Contributing Writer 

In a recent post on the 
Northwestern State University 
Instagram page two seemingly 


normal sentences bothered me as 
an overthinking young American. 

The sentences read: “We 
affirm that inclusion, equity, 
and diversity will be our guiding 
principles as we continue to shape 
the institution into a place where 
everyone feels liberated. We affirm 
to be a leader in the work of 
inclusion, equity, and diversity.” 

Equity. Why does the word 
equity bother me so much? Why 
not use equality? The words sound 
the same right? They must mean 
the same thing. The public relation 
person responsible for the post 
probably used them interchangeably 
without a second _ thought. 

However, I am an overthinker. 

Everybody has seen the picture 
of the three guys at a_ baseball 
game. One is short, one is average 
and one is tall. In the first picture 
titled equality all three guys get one 
box to stand on to see the game. 

The short guy is a euphemism 
for the downtrodden in society 
that still can’t see because one box 
doesn’t lift him up enough. The 
middle guy, a stand in for average 
American, can see just over the fence 
due to the box being perfect height 
and the tall guy, who represents 
the privileged, towers over all with 
the unnecessary box advantage. 

The next picture shows equity 
as the perfect solution. The short 
suy gets the tall guy’s box, and the 





middle guy keeps his. Everybody 
wins and can watch the game. 

Equity is the idea that we need 
to have proportional amounts of 
people working in various fields. 
Proportional based on race or sex or 
another factor. This is all good right, 
nothing wrong has ever come from 
forcing people into equality. Right? 

As I’m sure you can tell by 
now, I’m not a fan of equity. 

If I study hard for my classes 
and I do the work I should get a 
better grade than somebody who 
did nothing. In an equitable system 
the outcome of equality is all that 
matters. Equality is giving everybody 
all the same work assignments and 
then leaving the control up to you. 

Equality is all about’ the 
individual. Equityisaboutthe group. 

In all systems there are those 
who lose and win. There are tall 
and short guys. All we can do is 
make the playing field equal. Get 
rid of any laws or people causing 
the system to not be equal. Equality 
is always the answer. We can’t 
tear down those seen as having 
privilege to increase our standing. 
We can’t take other people’s boxes. 

All of this is my rant against a 
post the school made that probably 
doesn’t mean anything. But isn’t 
that what school is supposed to 
teach us? Aren’t we supposed to 
question a single line in a post 
made about a worthy topic? Doesn’t 
striving to make things better 
involve correcting a small word 
choice? Maybe it doesn’t. Maybe 
none of this really matters that 
much. I[’ll just keep overthinking it. 


October 21, 2020 


v( 


Letter from the editors: do 









students deserve student media? 


2020 yearbooks sit outside Vic's in the Friedman Stu 


— 


dent Union, 


untouched. Photo by Trinity Velazquez. 


Trinity Velazquez 
Haleigh Gates 


Student media works way 
too hard on the newspaper, the 
yearbook, and the radio station 
only to be as overlooked as we 
are. We spend hours in_ the 
newsroom designing and editing 
and all our hard work just sits 
there on the stands, untouched. 

It's upsetting seeing the 
yearbook, that took months to 
make, end up underneath chairs 
and tables in the Student Union. 

Student media is more essential 
now than it has ever been. With 
the coronavirus spreading through 
colleges, students need to know 
what universities are doing when 
people on campus test positive. 

What happens for a student that 
can’t go home to quarantine, or 
what is happening with sharing a 
room for in campus housing? Not 
only do students need to know what 
protocols are in place for their 
health, but what are universities 
doing to promote diversity and 
inclusion amongst the prominent 
Black Lives Matter movement? 

Student media is _ actively 
trying to find the answers to 
the questions that students may 
not think the university hears. 

With the election coming up, 
our generation has the chance 


to change not only this election 
but the world with our voices. 
Student media is the only 
outlet that promotes student 
voices, and they are not taking 
advantage of the opportunities 
that are being presented to them. 

Just as students feel 
unheard, we feel — unseen. 
Student media is neglected by 
everyone that is not in the arts 
department, or it feels that way. 

Student media _ feels loved 
and hated at the same time. It’s 
crazy that we can be glossed over 
for months but the moments 
something is published that 
people don’t agree with student 
media gets horrible comments 
online and has a bad reputation. 

Do students deserve 
student media? 

The answer will always be yes, 
but we deserve the recognition 
for everything we do. We are 
there at every sports game, every 
University Programming Council 
event, and every moment that 
students bring the campus to life 
capturing the moments so _ that 
you won’t have to remember them. 

It’s our job to bring you the latest 
information on Northwestern State 
University and the Natchitoches 
community. We want nothing 
more than for students to be 
aware of what is going on in 
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Fan cutouts for NSU 








In addition to seeing the cutouts on any televised NSU home 
game, fans will be able to see their replicas on games that are 
streamed. Photo courtesy of NsUDemons.com. 


Jason Pugh 
Assistant AD for Media Relations 


NATCHITOCHES - For those 
whocannotmakeittoa Northwestern 
State sporting event this winter 
or spring, there is an opportunity 
for you to be there - sort of. 

The NSU Athletic Department 
will offer Demon _ fans_ the 
opportunity to place a corrugated 
plastic cutout of themselves in the 
stands at any school athletic venue 
during the 2020-21 competitive year. 

With COVID-19 _ restrictions 
likely in place for portions of 
the athletic year, purchasing a 
cutout offers those who cannot 
be in attendance the chance for 
them to attend in spirit and give 
student-athletes a chance _ to 
see familiar faces in the stands. 

For either $55 or $75, 
Northwestern State fans can place 
themselves, family members, pets 
or perhaps their favorite Demon 
legend throughout the NSU 
athletic footprint, beginning with 
basketball inside Prather Coliseum. 

The lower price point places the 
purchased cutout throughout the 
stadium while the higher payment 
lands the purchaser’s image in the 
VIP seats at the facility of choice. 
Proceeds from the sales will benefit 


the Demons Unlimited Foundation, 
the official fund-raising arm of 
Northwestern State athletics. 

For more information on the 
cutouts and to place an order, 
visit https://shop.fancutouts. 
com/products/northwestern- 
state-demons-official-fancutout. 
The deadline to place an order is 
Nov. 15 to guarantee placement 
for both basketball seasons. 

“This is a really fun opportunity 
to support Northwestern State 
athletics, especially for people who 
cannot make it to Natchitoches,” 
said Assistant Athletic Director 
for Ticket Operations and Special 
Events Mike Jacklich. “You can 
tune in and see yourself on the 
stream, and at the end of the 
year, you have a nice keepsake.” 

In addition to seeing the cutouts 
on any televised NSU home game, 
fans will be able to see their 
replicas on games that are streamed 
on www.NSUDemons.com. 

Daily, monthly and_ yearly 
streaming packages, starting at 
$6.95, are available on www. 
NSUDemons.com and all streamed 
audio and video are available 
through the Northwestern State 
Athletics mobile app, which can be 
downloaded free through the iTunes 
Store or through Google Play. 





Lady Demons host 
athletic events on sale |Grace Fast Nov. 7 
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“We are excited to finally be able to host DigFest this year,’ 
assistant coach Stacey Aldredge said. Photo courtesy of NsUDemons. 


Brad Welborn 
Assistant Director of 
Communications 


NATCHITOCHES - 
Northwestern State volleyball 
doesn’t take the court for another 
few months, but that doesn’t mean 
there won't still be volleyball 
this fall. The Lady Demons host 
their first grass DigFest set for 
Nov. 7 at PARC Natchitoches. 

The annual event, now in its 
eighth year, is a 10-team, 4-on- 
4 sand competition. Teams can 
have up to six people on the roster 
and one female player must be on 
the court at all times. This year’s 
tournament takes place at the 
newly open PARC Natchitoches, 
located off University Parkway 
just two miles from the NSU 
campus, beginning at 8 am. 

“We are excited to finally be able 
to host DigFest this year,” assistant 
coach Stacey Aldredge said. “We had 
to cancel our crawfish fundraiser 
in April due to COVID-19 and 
reschedule DigFest a couple of 
different times but are thankful that 
we are able to still have this one. 

“DigFest has always been 
important to helping our program 
with equipment, travel and other 


needs but this year’s DigFest will 
be the most important one yet. 
We plan to use this money to help 
cover costs that we have lost due 
to COVID-19 and rise above these 
challenging times. We are definitely 
looking forward to a fun filled day.” 

The entry fee is $125 per team 
and proceeds from the event aid the 
NSU volleyball summer scholarship 
fund, team travel, locker room 
renovation and other program 
projects. NSU students who wish to 
enter a team can do so for only $80 
per team with their student ID. 

Tournament registration is 
available at #=www.nsudemons. 
com/outdoordigfest. 

If you are unable to attend, 
you can still support the team 
by providing sponsorship 
dollars for the NSU player or 
players of your choosing for the 
upcoming spring 2021 season. 

“Our players have always put in 
a tremendous amount of time and 
work in the community during 
our several fundraisers throughout 
the year,” Aldredge said. “Add to 
that the large amount of time and 
focus they have in the classroom, 
weight room, and on the court. 

“As we actively look for cost 
saving measures going into our 
competition season this spring, we 
still want to provide our players 
with the experience we feel they 
deserve from the amount of work 
they put in on a daily basis.” 
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Military satellite campus is keeping Confederate name 
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OLK CAMPUS 


Northwestern State University Center at Fort Polk is named for 
Leonidas Polk, a Confederate general. The campus was established 


in 1941. Photo courtesy of nsula.edu. 


Kendall Caple 
Reporter 


In June, as protests against the 
death of George Floyd engulfed 
US. cities, Secretary of Defense 
Mike Esper announced he was 
“open to a bipartisan discussion” of 
renaming military bases that honor 
Confederate leaders. Fort Polk, the 
Army facility near Leesville, was 
among the military bases discussed. 

Some weeks later, President 
Donald Trump’ declared no 
bases would be _ renamed. 

“We have a memorandum of 
understanding agreement’ with 
the U.S. Army to offer educational 
opportunities for the military 
community at Fort Polk,’ Dr. 
Chris Maggio, Northwestern 
State University President, said. 

However, some NSU community 
members believe NSU’s satellite 
campus, NSU-Leesville/Fort 
Polk, should be — renamed. 

“If we are to progress towards 
a better future that includes 
diversity and inclusivity we must 
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take the actions to create change,” 
NSU African American Caucus 
President Camren Green = said. 

“By removing the ‘Fort Polk,’ 
from the Leesville campus title, I 
feel that it would greatly impact not 
only our surrounding community, 
but the Demon family in general,” 
Green said. “If we are to uphold 
those strong family ties within 
our NSU community we have 
to first create that atmosphere.” 

According to NSU’s 2020-21 
course catalog, the Northwestern 
State University Center at Fort 
Polk is on 160 acres of land 
deeded to the university by the 
Army. Established in 1941, the 
base is named for Leonidas 
Polk, a Confederate general and 
Episcopal bishop, according to 
the Fort Polk Orientation Guide. 

Assistant Professor of English 
and educator of multicultural 
literature Dr. J. Andrew Briseno 
believes that while discussing issues 
regarding Confederate generals can 
be complicated because they bring 
up the racial history of Louisiana, 


Quote of the Week 


“The vote is precious. It is almost 
sacred. It is the most powerful 
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which can be frustrating for Black, 
Indigenous, and people of color, 
and can feel threatening to Euro- 
Americans, speaking on them is 
vital to the growth of the community. 

“It seems entirely reasonable 
to remove the name of Leonidas 
Polk from any place of distinction,” 
Briseno said, noting that Polk 
was both a Confederate general 
and a slave owner. “That is 
no one worthy’ of honor.” 

Green says that she understands 
there will be negative consequences 
to changing the name because not 
everyone agrees. Still, she said, the 
decision would benefit NSU as it 
continues to shape itself into a place 
where everyone feels liberated. 

“Any decision of that magnitude 
would demand extensive review 


and analysis with input and 
recommendations from a_ broad 
realm of society,” Maggio said. 

“Negative comments, negative 
concerns, that will happen, most 
definitely,” Green said. “It always 
will, but at the end of the day we 
would be doing something that is 
good for the collective of NSU.” 

NSU Vice President for 
Diversity and Inclusion Dr. 
Michael Snowden said that while 
there are no current definitive 
answers regarding a name change, 
the matter is being investigated. 

“As I am still relatively new 
to the campus, I am _ learning 
to navigate the systems to bring 
real change to the campus and 
surrounding community,” He said. 
“I empathize with the students.” 


NSU COVID-19 update as of Oct. 27 
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2 ARTS & LIVING 


Spirit of Northwestern to hold 





: 
Band Extravaganza will be the SON’S only performance for the 
semester. Photo submitted by NSU Spirit of Northwestern. Photo 
courtesy of NSU Spirit of Northwestern. 


Lora Luquet 
Arts and Living Editor 


The Spirit of Northwestern 
Marching Band will be holding 
a Band Extravaganza on Oct. 29. 
Their first and only performance of 
the semester, the event will feature 
band members, the Demon Dazzlers 
and the Demon Heat Color Guard. 

Dr. Jeff Matthews, director of 
bands and associate professor of 
music, along with the assistant 
band directors created the 
event to allow band members 
to play music in a_- socially 
distanced way so students could 
experience a sense of normalcy. 


Matthews stated that due 
to COVID-19 the band has 
split into smaller components. 


“So weve been working all 
semester on some music, and part 
of the band is going to play for a 
while, and then the color guard 
is going to spin, and the Dazzlers 
are going to dance,” Matthews 
said. “And then we're all going to 
do something together at the end.” 

As a drum major Abigail 
Kent, senior music education 
major, has been working closely 


with the band by conducting 
rehearsals and performances. 
Kent noted that Band 


Extravaganza will be the SON’S 
only performance for the semester 
and the members want to provide a 
place where people can come and 
see the band and have a good time. 

“At the end, were _ also 
performing together as one show,” 


Kent said. “Just performing 
some music all together’ to 
kind of just have that Spirit of 
Northwestern feel again in the mix 
of all this craziness for everyone.” 

For Jacob St. Pierre, senior music 
education major and drum major, 
the silver lining of coordinating 
an event during COVID-19 has 
been being around music again. 

“Whenever the world stopped 
in March, all of our ensembles 
stopped,” St. Pierre said. “Just to 
hear people playing music again, 
and hearing the full band come 
together a few weeks ago, it was 
so cool to just hear the power 
and the sound that the Spirit of 
Northwestern normally gives off.” 

Matthews ensures that the 
event will strictly follow CDC 
guidelines so audience members 
can safely enjoy a live performance. 

“All of the fire marshal protocols 
are being followed, like people have 
to arrive with masks,” Matthews 
said. “The seats will be socially 
distanced and there will be stickers 
on the seats where they can sit, and 
they can remove the masks once 
they’re seated but they have to have 
them for entry and exit to Turpin.” 

A Band Extravaganza will be 
held in Turpin Stadium at 6 p.m. 
The event is free, but attendees 
must RSVP. A Band Extravaganza 
will be livestreamed for those 
who cannot attend in _ person. 

For more information on a 
Band Extravaganza, or to RSVP, 
students can visit the Spirit of 
Northwestern Facebook page. 
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If you are looking for a hilarious andblood-filled film to watch this 
Halloween, “What We Do in the Shadows’ is the perfect choice for 
you. Photo courtesy of Shadow Pictures Ltd. 


Kendall Caple 
Reporter 


As college students, a group 
of undead, personality clashing 
roommates who maintain an 
aversion to the sun is a situation 
we are all too familiar with. 

Directed by Jemaine Clement 
and Taika Waititi, “What We Do in 
the Shadows” is a horror-comedy 
mockumentary that explores the 
lives of four ancient vampires, 
Viago, Vladislav, Deacon and Petyr, 
as they navigate modern technology 
and life in the 2Ist century. 

One of the major aspects of any 
comedy film is its re-watchability. 
With its deadpan, dry humor 
and witty exaggeration of clichés, 
“What We Do in the Shadows” 
is a comedic classic that brings 
blood-soaked laughs with each 
viewing and high quotability. 

From its satirical portrayal of 
classic vampires like Dracula, Vlad 
the Impaler, Nosferatu and more, 
the film is an incredibly fresh take 
on the vampire genre as it takes 
mundane events, like bickering 
over chores, and applies them 
to the conflicting dispositions of 
the parodied fanged roommates. 

But as the documentary crew 
films the daily domestic lives of 
the four vampires, their routines 


are suddenly changed with the 
inclusion of the recently turned 
vampire, Nick and his best friend 
and human, Stu, into their group. 

Along with learning how to 
text and use digital cameras, 
the vampire gang also _ finds 
themselves in comedic situations 
through their interactions 
with other monsters, like 
werewolves, witches and zombies. 

Although vampire films and 
mockumentaries have been 
considered overdone tropes, the 
combination of the two genres, 
paired with Clement and Waititi’s 
clever writing, and the charming 
comedic improvisation from the 
entire cast, creates a frightfully 
humorous and intelligent film that 
anyone can sink their teeth into. 

For those who find themselves 
wanting more of the _ parodied 
monster-universe Clement and 
Waititi create in “What We Do in 
the Shadows,” the franchise has 
expanded with a television spinoff 
of the same name, currently 
running two seasons long, available 
to watch on Hulu and FX. 

If you are looking for a hilarious 
and blood-filled film to watch this 
Halloween, “What We Do in the 
Shadows” is the perfect choice 
for you. Both the film and show 
are available for viewing on Hulu. 
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Justice Barrett will never be 
Justice Ginsburg 


On Monday, the Senate confirmed Amy Coney Barrett as a new Supreme 
Court Justice of the United States. We won’t go into the hypocrisy of the 
Senate confirming a new justice a week before the 2020 presidential election 
when those same members refused to let Obama nominate a justice a year 
before the 2016 election. 

The media is incredibly powerful, and anyone can have easy access to 
look up who Justice Barrett is and what her policies are, so it’s easy to 
assume that she wants to take away LGBTQ rights and women’s access to 
healthcare, but we hope that isn’t true. 

Justice Barret will never be the notorious RBG. But Barrett does have 
something that makes her unique: she is going into the highest court in the 
land as a mother. There are so many possibilities and opportunities she can 
do to help mothers and women across the country. 

The day after the election, the Supreme Court will discuss and decide 
Fulton v. City of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. “A challenge by several 
foster parents and Catholic Social Services to the city’s policy of cutting off 
referrals of foster children to CSS for placement because the agency would 
not certify same-sex couples as foster parents”, according to the official 
SCOTUS website. 

Justice Barret has adopted children of her own, and although it doesn’t 
matter, they are black. This could be her first chance to show the American 
people, and American women, that she is on their side. 

We can’t predict the future, but Justice Barrett is hopefully not as 
conservative as we think she is. 

There is the matter on her stance with abortion, and although the 
SCOTUS now stands at six to three, Chief Justice Roberts, a Republican, 
has voted liberal on the cases brought before him. Chief Justice Roberts has 
always ruled what the Constitution was meant to be, not what it says, and 
we hope that Justice Barrett will do the same. 

Justice Ginsburg was iconic and will forever be missed. And in no way 
will Justice Barrett ever be able to take away her legacy. 
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A letter from editor: 
my white boyfriend and the Black Lives Matter 
movement 





Trinity Velazquez 
Editor in Chief 


My boyfriend, Cody, is white. 
There is no way to ease into that, 
so I won't try. He’s a six foot 
something white guy who loves 
anything related to basketball, 
eating hibachi and politics. 

I don’t know why it seems 
awkward for me to say, and I 
write this I feel ashamed that ’m 
not dating someone my own race. 
But color is not a defining factor 
in any relationship I have been 
in, and it certainly won't be for 
this one now that I’ve admitted it. 

On our first date at Chili’s, Cody 
and I talked about abortion. We 
didn’t mean to get that deep, but we 
did. Almost a year later, we still talk 
about difficult issues not because 
we want to but because we need to. 

We’ve been together for almost 
all of 2020, and that is huge. 

We are surviving through a 
world-wide pandemic (we didn’t 
see each other for six months), 
everything regarding the Black 
Lives Matter movement and now 
the scariest issue of them all: the 
upcoming presidential election. 

He leans toward the conservative 
side, and I lean more towards 
the liberal side. It’s a miracle 
that we can decide on a place 
to eat dinner, because we don’t 
agree too much on _ anything. 

When the death of George 
Floyd sparked a huge resurgence 
in protests and _ violence, we 
didn’t talk about it for weeks. I 


tried bringing it up, but I knew 
my emotions would take over the 
logical part of my brain and I 
wouldn’t have strong arguments. 
I have never wanted him to 
agree with me on race relations just 
because I’m black. I have never used 
the color of my skin to automatically 
win any debate weve had 
(although I have been tempted to). 
Cody didn’t want to talk about it 
either. He’s a lot better in debates 
than I am, but he was scared that 
this topic would start something 
that we couldn’t recover from. 
The topic of the Black Lives 
Matter movement and race relations 
in the country has been the 
hardest conversation we’ve had yet. 
I tried telling him that being 
young and black was terrifying, 
not just during the summer, but it 
always has been. I told him that I 
was tired of crying from seeing so 
many black people killed by police. 
He told me that just because 
someone is a republican didn’t 
mean that they were racist nor agree 
with all the conservative policies. 
We talked about media bias and 
whether the protests were causing 
rioting and looting or if that was 
something unrelated to the protests. 
I told him I feared being black in 
this country, he told me he was sorry 
and that he hated that I felt that way. 
Our relationship is not perfect. 
No relationship is perfect. 
The whole point of this column 

is not to brag on my relationship 
that seems to be filled with 
political debates but to talk to 
your loved ones about things 
that may be difficult to discuss. 
The common phrase “opposites 
attract” is true for us, but 
how opposite can two people 
be before their differences 
end up tearing them _§$apart? 
I don’t know the answer and 

I don’t want to. This year has 
been hard on so many people 
and we are lucky that we've 
survived and are still going strong. 
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Intramurals 
bring students 
together 
during chaotic 
times 


Trinity Ford 
Reporter 


Despite the ongoing pandemic, 
intramurals are still being held 
with safety precautions in place. 

“They are going well,” Tri Sigma 
President Brette Reaux said. “It’s 
obviously different than normal 
and we don’t have as many sports 
because we can only do spaced 
out ones but it’s still super fun.” 

Many different organizations 
play in  intramurals and any 
student can participate even if they 
aren't a part of an organization. 

“Any student can be a part 


of an intramural,” member 
of Pi Kappa Alpha Nicholas 
Hopkins said. “Contact any 


organization that participates in 
intramurals and let them know 


youre interested in _ playing.” 
Students enjoy playing 
intramurals and each has a 


unique perspective on the sport. 

“My favorite part about 
intramurals is getting to play 
sports with our sisters that we all 
once had a passion for,” Phi Mu 
President Bailey Mohler - said. 
“We get to enjoy the games and 
make memories while doing so.” 

Alpha Omicron Pi President 
Madison Willett noted that 
intramurals are an _ important 
part of organizations because they 
allow for organization members 
to get to know one _ another. 

“They also get to meet more 
people in other organizations,” 
Willett said. “It gives us another 
opportunity to have more sisterhood 
events, not only supporting our own 
team, but the other teams as well.” 


A practice a day makes SFA go away! 
NSU Football performs a Scrimmage on Oct. 25 


Riddeli 








Wide Reciever Kendrick Price 
prepares to catch a toss during 
first football scrimmage. Photo 
submitted by Chris Reich. 


sree ce 
Quarterback Bryce Rivers practices a play with teammates. Photo 
submitted by Chris Reich. 
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Kicking off the pre-season! Kicker Eddie Godina practices with Kicker/Punter Scotty Roblow and 
Long Snapper Evan Gibson. Photo submitted by Chris Reich. 








Trump wins Lou 


Timothy Holdiness 
Reporter 

Trinity Velazquez 
Editor in Chief 


Incumbent President Donald 
Trump claimed Louisiana in 
Tuesday’s Presidential Election 
with 60 percent of the electoral 
vote at 8:01 p.m, according 
to the Associated Press. 

At press time, Vice President Joe 
Biden led Trump in the electoral 
college 209-118, but results weren’t 
yet known in key battleground 
states like Pennsylvania, North 
Carolina, Texas and _ Arizona. 

Trump won in Natchitoches 
Parish, according to the Louisiana 
Secretary of State website. 

At 9:36 p.m., the New Orleans 
Advocate reported that amendment 
one, which proposed that there 
is no right to abortion or to fund 
abortion, was passe by voters. 

Dixville Notch, New 
Hampshire was the first polling 
location to open nationally at 
midnight and since then votes 
have been cast across the country. 

Of the 538 electoral votes 
available, only 270 are needed to 
win, with Louisiana assigning eight. 

A record number of 
registered voters have shown 
out to have their voice heard. 

“I early voted in Louisiana, 
so I went the first day in Bossier 
parish,” Student Body President 
Nick Hopkins said. “I waited in 
line with social distancing and 
waited about 30 minutes with 
six machines. Everyone was very 
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Restoration Apostolic Ministries served as one of many voting places for registered voters on 
Election Day. Photo by Mekayla Jenkins. 


friendly. The process was quick. 
It was a very smooth process.” 
The polls closed in Louisiana 


at 8 pm. with the results 
flowing in immediately. 

Sen. Bill Cassidy is 
projected to win, according 
to the Associated Press. 


“I drove back to my hometown 
for Election Day. It was pretty 
easy, there weren’t a whole lot of 
people there,” said senior Matt 
Phillips. “The whole thing took 
about 20 minutes. I was a bit 
bummed I didn’t get a sticker.” 

House of Representatives 
Minority Whip Steve Scalise, the 
incumbent from the first district, 


Quote of the Week 


“So it goes.” 


held onto his seat with Democrat 
Lee Ann Dugas not far behind. 

Democratic incumbent Cedric 
Richmond held off opposition from 
Republican David Schilling in 
the second congressional district. 

Republican Clay Higgins 
maintained his seat representing 
the third congressional district 


with Democrat Braylon 
Harris trailing behind him. 

Junior Lauren D. 
voted on Election Day. 


“The way we did was in Port 
Barre was you had to wait in line. 
They will call you after you sign 
in and showed you a booth. My 
experience was tense, but it was 


pretty great overall,” She said. 

In the fourth district, incumbent 
Republican representative Mike 
Johnson was re-elected with 62 
percent of the vote. The closest 
challenger was Democrat Kenny 
Houston with 24 percent as of 9 p.m. 

The fifth congressional district is 
the only House of Representatives 
race where an incumbent was not 
running, due to Ralph Abraham 
promising not to run after losing 
the governorship. Republican Luke 
Letlow, Abraham’s former chief 
of staff and handpicked successor, 
is set to go into a runoff with 
fellow Republican Lance Harris. 


2 Arts and Living: The show 


Kurt Vonnegut 


@thecurrentsauce 


must go on 


3 Viewpoints: Unsigned 


Sports: Scholarships still 
available 
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An election and a pandemic: what is voting like in the age of COVID-19? 


Out of the 985,390 early voters 
in Louisiana, 7,184 cast their 
ballots in Natchitoches Parish. 
Photo by Mekayla Jenkins. 





Timothy Holdiness 
Reporter 
Out of the 985,390 early voters 
in Louisiana, 7,184 cast their ballots 
in Natchitoches Parish from Oct. 
16 through 27, according to the 
Louisiana secretary of state website. 
With COVID-19 raging 
across the country, voters 
across the nation have _ been 
formulating a plan of action to 
make sure their vote is counted. 
For many Northwestern State 
University students, like sophomore 
business major Jaylin Moore, this 
will be their first-time voting. 
“T felt it was really important that 
my voice be heard,” Moore said. 
In Natchitoches, some of the 
safeguards in place to help slow 


the spread included plexiglass 
shields, gloves worn by poll 
workers and _= sanitizing spray. 


After voting, the machine was 
wiped down, the pen used by voters 
to sign their name cleaned and 
the personal voting card sanitized. 


“It is for our safety, to make 
sure no one gets sick,” Moore said. 
Jacob Stone, a sophomore 
music major from Texas, skipped 
the long lines and voted by mail. 
After going online for the 
application several weeks ago, 
Stone mailed his vote back in the 
same day he received his ballot. 
“I wish Texas had some kind 
of identity safeguard,” Stone said. 
“My girlfriend, Tara Lane, 
is from Arkansas and she had 
to send a photocopy of her ID 


with her ballot,” Stone — said. 
Others, such as School of 
Business Instructor Robert 


Turner, have exercised their right 
as a U.S. citizen in the past and, 
despite the changes in how voters 
will cast their ballot this year, 
are prepared to vote once again. 

“I never miss a chance to vote,” 
Turner said. “I’ve been voting for 60 
years and this one is no different.” 

Kenny Houston, a democrat 
running for the House _ of 


Representatives in the 4th 
Congressional District, says this 
election season has been marred 
by outright voter suppression. 
“It doesn’t make sense to have 
so few polling locations for so 
many people,” said Houston. 
The long lines worry Houston. 
“Waiting hours to vote is a 
sign of intimidation to some 
people,” He said. “If someone 
walks up to vote and sees a line 
wrapped around the building two 
times, your gonna want to leave.” 
For Allision Darty, a sophomore 
communications major, the line to 
early vote was almost halfamile long. 
“It owas long, but we 
waited anyway, She - said. 
Standing six feet apart was more 
of a suggestion, Darty explained. 
Regarding social distancing, 
Darty said that some people abided 
by guidelines and others did not. 
“Luckily, everyone was 
wearing a mask,” She | said. 


Pianist Diego Caetano to present concert Nov. 7 


David West 
Director of Communications 


NATCHITOCHES - Pianist 
Diego Caetano will present a concert 
at Northwestern State University 
on Saturday, Nov. 7 at 2:30 p.m. 
and 5:30 p.m. The 2:30 p.m. concert 
is for Northwestern State students. 
Admission is free to students with a 
current I.D. The 5:30 p.m. concert 
is for the general public and will 
be livestreamed at  capa.nsula. 
edu. Tickets are $15. Admission is 
limited to 72 at each performance. 

Brazil-born Diego Caetano was 
considered by the Italian newspaper 
La Stampa “a gifted pianist with a 
brilliant technique and musicality.” 
He performs widely as soloist and 
chamber musician and has appeared 
throughout the U.S., Brazil, 
Chile, Europe, Asia and Africa, 
including performances at New 
York’s Carnegie Hall, Yokohama’s 


Philia Hall, Lisbon’s Palacio da 
Foz, Rio’s Sala Cecilia Meireles 
and London’s Royal Albert Hall. 
He has performed under the baton 
of conductors such as Michael 
Palmer, Paul Hostetter, Neil 
Thomson, Rodrigo de Carvalho, 
Guilherme Bernstein, Joaquim 
Jayme, Daniel Guedes, and others. 
He has been featured in recitals 
and concerto appearances at the 
Grand Teton Music Festival, Belo 
Horizonte’s PianoFest, Durango’s 
Conservatory Music of the 
Mountains, Bangkok’s Asia Pacific 
Saxophone Academy, and Brasilia’s 
International Music Festival. 
An advocate for contemporary 
music, he has premiered works 
by composers Robert Spillman, 
Anne Guzzo, Marlos Nobre, and 
Roger Goeb. The current season 
includes performances in the 
US., Spain, UK, China, Taiwan, 
Romania, Portugal, Serbia, 
Russia, Brazil and Switzerland. 


Caetano received the top prizes 
in more than 50 national and 
international piano competitions, 
including Bucharest Romania 
International Piano Competition 
(2018), London’s Grand Prix 
Virtuoso (2016), “Shining 
Stars” International Concerto 
Competition (2014), Conservatory 
Music in the Mountains Concerto 


Competition (2013), Jefferson 
Symphony International Piano 
Competition (2013), Snowy 


Range Piano Competition (2012), 
MTNA - Steinway & _ Sons 
(2011), “Spartacco Rossi” Piano 
Competition (2010), “Arnaldo 
Estrella” Piano Competition 
(2008) and many more. He has 
also won special awards including 
Best Interpreter of Brazilian 
Composers, Best Interpreter of 
Spanish Composers and _ Prix 
d’Excellence in Performance. 

He has’ frequently served 
as a masterclass clinician and 


competition adjudicator in various 
universities and conservatories 
around the globe and_ has 
presented at various national and 
international conferences about 
pedagogical works by Brazilian 


composers, effective practicing 
techniques, and _ performance 
anxiety. He is a member of Duo 


Lispector with Russian violinist 
Evgeny Zvonnikov and a member 
of Resch-Caetano Duo with 
German tenor Richard Resch. 

Caetano graduated with a 
Doctorate of Musical Arts degree 
from the University of Colorado at 
Boulder, a Master of Music degree 
from the University of Wyoming, 
and a Bachelor of Music degree 
from Universidade Federal de Goias 
(Brazil). He was recently appointed 
Assistant Professor of Piano at 
Sam Houston State University. 


The program will include 
works by Beethoven, Enrique 
Granados and Nobre. 
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Burrell to be honored by alma mater 


David West 
Director of Communications 


NATCHITOCHES 
rn - Scott Burrell, 
| director of the Dear 
School of Creative 
and Performing Arts 
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Northwestern 

State University, 

a be inducted 
Burrell. into the Catawba 


College Theatre 

Arts Department’s Blue Masque 
Hall of Fame at a virtual event 
during the College’s Homecoming 
Week celebration Nov. 2-8. 
The Blue Masque Hall of Fame 

is in its 13th year and recognizes 
and perpetuates the noteworthy 
theatre tradition of Catawba College 





by honoring and memorializing 
individuals who have made 
outstanding contributions to this 
tradition. The honor acknowledges 
the alumni, faculty or staff who have 
made outstanding contributions 
to the world’ of _ theatre. 

Burrell was named _ director 
earlier this year. Before becoming 
director, Burrell was the head 
of the NSU Theatre and Dance 
program for 12 years. Burrell has 
been a member of the theatre 
faculty since 1998. Under his 
guidance the theatre/dance 
program grew its enrollment by 
30 percent, established a BFA 
in Dance, four faculty lines 
were created and over $300,000 
in grant funds were awarded. 


Band Extravaganza Recap 


Burrell recently coordinated 
a $500,000 renovation to NSU?’s 
A.A. Fredricks Auditorium that 
will enhance the facility which 


hosts a variety of university 
and community events. 
NSU’s’ theatre and _ dance 


program has graduated a number of 
successful students who have moved 
into all areas of professional theatre 
and dance. Before the pandemic, 
there were five NSU theatre and 
dance alumni on Broadway. His 
educational background includes 
a B.A in Theatre from Catawba 
College in 1994 and an M.FA. 
in Directing from Virginia 
Commonwealth University. 

He has served in a number of 
leadership roles at Northwestern 








State 
Registrar 


University 
Committee 
chair, Grievance Committee 
chair, vice president of the 
Faculty Senate, and many other 
committee memberships. He was 
also awarded the NSU Faculty 
Advisor of the Year in 2017. Burrell 
is a member of the University of 
Louisiana System’s Management 
and Leadership Institute. Institute 
participants include faculty 
and staff members from each 
of the System’s nine member 
institutions who have exhibited 
upper management potential and a 
desire for leadership development. 


including the 
Search 


Burrell holds a _ teacher 
certification in the Michael 
Chekhov Acting Technique. 


Spirit of Northwestern performed “Together As One” on Oct. 29 in 





Members of the Percussion band perform as a group together. 
Photo by Jasmine Johnson. 


front of a socially distanced live audience in Turpin Stadium. 


Demon Dazzler sophomore 
Kayla Smith puts her hand over 
her heart to recite the Pledge of 
Allegience. 

Photo by Jasmine Johnson. 





The wind sections perform 
together for the first time this 
semster at Turpin Stadium. 
Photo by Jasmine Johnson. 
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COVID Classes: how education endures the pandemic 
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Professor Brett Garfinkel gives a lesson in his Dance Criticism and History class in the Jack Wann 
theater. Photo by Mekayla Jenkins. 


Students in Biology 1010 with 
Ms. Whitney Golden learn 

the building blocks of life 

in Bienvenue Hall. Photo by 
Timothy Holdiness. 


LF 


Matthew Deford and junior art 
major Brooke Leger inspect a 
chalice coming out the kiln in 
the Ceramics lab. Photo by Emily 
Snyder. 


Professor James Crawford teaches a Spanish lesson in John S. 
Kyser Hall. Photo by Mary Gaffney. 
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In University 1000, Mr. David 
Antilley guides a group of 


freshman through the ins and ee op ss . Dr. Nicholaus Cummins teaches 
outs of Northwestern State Junior art minor Elizabeth Touchet and junior art major Mickayla a choir class in the Scholars’ 
University in the TV studio in Love mix chemicals for a custom glaze in the Ceramics lab. Photo by College building. Photo by 


Kyser Hall. Photo by Trinity Ford. Emily Snyder. Kendall Caple. 
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Demons document their right to vote at the polls 
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Senior Lara Schales takes a Sophomore Alison Darty voted Freshman Trinity Ford went to 
selfie in her car. Submitted photo. in Shreveport. Submitted photo. Texas to vote. Submitted photo. 
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Junior Lauren Briscoe proudly 
shows sticker. Submitted photo. 
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| . == : Junior Timothy Holdiness poses Senior Alexis Dardar voted for 
Sophomore Nicholas Carter voted back home. Submitted photo. with his mask. Submitted photo. the first time. Submitted photo. 
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The show must go on 





Gala to continue throu : nan online format 
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Gala in 2019 will be nothing like the Gala that is planned for 2020. 
Photo courtesy of NSU Spirit of Northwestern. 


Lora Luquet 


Arts and Living Editor 
The annual Christmas Gala 


performance, held by Northwestern 
State University’s School of Creative 
and Performing Arts, will be taking 
place virtually this December 
due to COVID-19 restrictions. 

The Gala program, which kicks 
off the Natchitoches Christmas 
Festival every year, will include 
classic performances from the choir, 
orchestra, musical theater students, 
dance students, jazz band and many 
other CAPA groups. However, now 


Falling into 
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Try looking into new 
silhouettes, playing with 
layering a chunky sweater over 
a short skirt. Submitted photo. 


students will be performing for a 
camera instead of an audience. 

Colin Vedros, a junior 
communications major, will be 
performing with the Chamber choir. 
Vedros stated he is not as excited to 
perform in gala as previous years. 

“But I do feel a sense of hope 
for what’s to come,” Colin Vedros, 
junior communications major, said. 
“The excitement I do have comes 
from being able to have a Gala 
and to perform for an audience 
despite the circumstances.” 

According to Department Head 


Fall 


Mary Gaffney 
Fashion Columnist 


It’s windy and I have become 
a pumpkin. It has been fall for a 
week or two and now it is finally 
feeling like the season I’ve been 
pining after. Now it’s time to 
“Christian Girl Autumn.” T’m 
talking about sweaters, boots, 
scarves and boots but without the 
infinity scarves or outdated fashion. 

Fall is a time to stay out in the 
sun and enjoy the early mornings. 
Fall is a time to drink hot coffee 
and sit around bon fires (safely). 
It’s also a time plagued by basic 
outfits. Look, I like basic. It’s a 
nice way to fall back on a style 
that’s comfortable and safe. 

But basic fall is exactly what 
it is: boring and basic. It’s the 


of Theatre and Dance and director 
of Gala, Brett Garfinkel, being 
the director would normally entail 
creativity as it requires being 
responsible for the overarching 
vision of the show. Now, Garfinkel’s 
role has shifted facilitator in order 
to ensure the safety of students. 

“Of course, with everything that’s 
going on with COVID and the way 
in which were moving forward 
with the actual performance,” 
Garfinkel said. “I’ve sort of had to 
shift my thoughts and my vision 
for the show to something that’s 
more doable in this new format.” 

Scott Burrell, assistant director 
of Creative and Performing Arts 
and producer of Gala, said that 
the performances will be recorded 
in different locations in order to 
reduce any cross-contamination. 

“Instead of it all taking place 
on the _ Frederick’s stage, the 
theater and dance numbers will 
be done on the Frederick’s stage, 
“Burrell said. “But the orchestra 
and music ensembles will be 
done in Magale, and then the 
choir will actually be doing their 


same sweater, jeans, boots and 
infinity scarves. Let’s get deeper 
into fall and discover new ways 
that we can be festive and cozy. 

There are ways to make the 
sweater, jeans and boots look work 
and not be bulky. Try a sweater with 
a funky neckline. I love the square 
neckline. Add wide leg pants and a 
belt to define your waist. Add boots 
with texture to keep your look 
fashionable. Pair your look with any 
jewelry or accessories that you like. 

If you're over the _ sweater, 
jeans and boots look, don’t worry. 
There are so many ways you can 
wear the best fall fit. It all starts 
with layering. I’ve seen layering 
for days and honestly it can get 
kind of boring. The coat over the 
knit dress and knee-high boots. 
It can be overdone. Try layering a 


recording down at Immaculate 


Conception downtown.” 
Despite the challenges. of 
working around COVID-19, 


Garfinkel assures that this year’s 
Gala will still be one for the books. 

“There’s still going to be a lot of 
things happening for everybody,” 
Garfinkel says. “It really allows 
us to put our best foot forward 
and, because its in a_ video 
format, we have the opportunity 
to really think outside the box.” 

Students and _ patrons. will 
have the opportunity to donate to 
the Gala fund and receive a link 
to the performance to watch in 
the comfort of their own homes. 
Information on how to _ access 
the Gala performance will be 
released in the weeks to come 
as the directing and producing 
team perfect the performance. 

Burrell hopes to have the 
link for Gala posted the Friday 
before Natchitoches’ Christmas 
Festival so the community will 
have an opportunity to watch 
it during the holiday season. 


turtleneck underneath a midi dress, 
pairing it with boots and see how 
different your layering look will be. 

Layering isn’t all you can do to 
make new fall outfits. Try looking 
into new silhouettes, playing 
with layering a chunky sweater 
over a short skirt. Add stockings 
or tall socks and chunky boots. 
You can also play with the level 
of elegance by adding pumps and 
pearl jewelry. Playing with new 
styles can help you define the one 
that you are overall in love with. 

Get a_ ripped sweater and 
jeans, add platform boots and 
silver jewelry. Chokers can also 
help any look turn into a style. 
These looks can elevate your 
fall festivities and mood. After 
all fall is here and coming for 
us whether we are ready or not. 
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The election results will change NSU COVID 1 9 
@ @ Ey 
America, but not Americans 
With election results across the country becoming clearer by the hour, 
we can stop and think about what voting this year has been like. Voting LU Dp fal e S 
suppression has more evident in this election than previous years and with 
President Donald J. Trump repeating his distrust with the voting process, it 
was easy to just stay in bed on Election Day. 
But we didn’t. We faced the possible confrontations of opposite party 
members and we exercised our right to vote. For our editorial board, this 
was our first time voting in the general election. FACULTY j STAFF STUDENTS 
Northwestern State University has done a great job at increasing 
awareness for diversity and inclusion on campus, and with racial tensions 
on the rise, it was needed. 
It made us feel safer that NSU cares about promoting diversity in a 
time when it feels like the world is divided, and that could be shown at 
the polls. Luckily, no one on the editorial board experienced any kind of 
discrimination. 
The national news is pushing the message that this election is the most 
important one we will ever have, but they say that every election. 
This election is huge for us though, this election has the youngest voter 


turnout than ever. Generation Z has done it all. We have voted, protested C O N F [ R M E D C O N F | R M E D 


in the streets, stood before Congress, been on Times 100 Most Influential 


People, spoke up about girls’ education and climate change. C A S E S C A S E S 


Demons, do not let the possibility of civil unrest drive you to silence. If 


Biden ends up winning, Trump’s four years as president will not be undone T O T A L T O T A L 


overnight. Biden winning will not change anything unless we strive for the 
changes we want to see. 

The Democratic and Republican parties wanted your voice, so let them 
hear it. Your voice does go silent after this election. Give them what they a 


> 
. = 


asked for, use your voice and be loud and clear. 
There is nothing wrong with fearing what will happen these next few 
days as we wait to hear the results of this election. With Louisiana’s history 
of voting Republican, it won’t be a surprise if Trump ends up winning here 
again. We have learned to expect that. 


SAUCE The Current Sauce is a_ student 

media outlet that strives to achieve civil 

engagement. The Current Sauce serves 

Editor in Chief a crucial role on campus by covering the 

Trinity Velazquez Northwestern State University and the 

Natchitoches community with news and 

Arts and Living Editor information on student life, on and off 

Lora Luquet campus. We provide a safe place for student 

opinions to be published and conversations 
to start. 

The opinions featured on this page 
Copy Editor are not the opinions of the staff members, 
Brianna Corley nor the opinion of The Current Sauce as a 

. whole. This page is for student opinions. 
Photo Editor All submitted pieces must be approved 
Mekayla Jenkins by the Editor in Chief. The purpose of the 
Public Relations Manager Viewpoints page is to let students share their 
Madelyn Dupont beliefs and opinions without fear of scrutiny 
or disrespect. The Current Sauce welcomes 
all opinions and encourages students to 
speak up about the issues that they care 

about. 


ee pn 
Halloween 


Design Editor 
Emily Snyder 


ISHIKAWA, 
The Potpourri 


DM us on our Insta @nsu_potpourri or email us at 
nsulapotpourri@gmail.com 


To submit an opinion piece, email 
@thecurrentsauce@gmail.com 
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Lady Demons set to hold 
intersquad scrimmages this 


weekend 


~ 








The Lady Demons will play a total of three games this weekend. 
Fans are welcome to attend. Photo by Chris Reich. 


Bud Denega 
Sports Information Graduate 
Assistant 
NATCHITOCHES - There are 
two things Northwestern State 
softball head coach Donald Pickett 
is looking for this weekend. When 
his team takes the field for a three 
intersquad scrimmages Saturday 
and Sunday, Pickett wants to see 
confidence and _ aggressiveness. 
The Lady Demons will play a 
total of three games this weekend 
- a doubleheader Saturday and 
one final scrimmage Sunday - 
and fans are welcome to attend. 
Saturdays pair of games begin 
at 1 p.m., span five innings each 
with about 20-30 minutes between 
each contest. Sunday’s  seven- 
inning affair starts at 12 p.m. 
“Physically, we have a lot of 
talented kids on this team, so the big 
thing is the approach to the game,” 
Pickett said. “I want to see them 
being confident and aggressive 
in everything theyre doing.” 
The Lady Demons have 
participated in full fall practices for 
the last few weeks. That’s nothing 
new. What is new, however, is the 
way in which NSU is practicing. 
COVID-19 has made day-to- 
day activities quite different from 
years past. But that alteration 
hasn’t stopped the Lady Demons 
from improving and_ growing 


as a unit, and that credits goes 
to the leaders on the team. 

“The team has been able to adapt 
to not only the COVID situation, 
but also to the new routine,” 
Pickett said. “We’ve got a lot of kids 
that have been around here for a 
few years, and they’re used to a 
routine that has been the same way 
every year. Now that’s been turned 
upside down. The coaches have had 
to adjust to that as have the players. 

“We’ve hadalotofgoodleadership, 
and that’s paid off during this time.” 

A good portion of that 
leadership had their spring season 
shortened due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. NSU _ played 22 
games in 2019 - sporting a 15-7 
record - and began Southland 
Conference play with a_ three- 
game sweep of Sam Houston State. 

The hot start to the season 
made the abrupt end to it that 
much more disappointing. That 
has made for an even more 
competitive fall ball period, and 
the team is looking forward to a 
weekend of game-like scenarios. 

“It has been awhile since we’ve 
played some games,” Pickett 
said. “We’ve had two shortened 
versions of intersquad scrimmages 
so far, and the girls are excited 
about the weekend, and I’m 
looking forward to kind of seeing 
where we are at right now.” 


Sponsorships still available 
for Lady Demons’ GrassFest 


Brad Welborn 
Assistant Director of 
Communications 
NATCHITOCHES - 
Sponsorship opportunities are 
still available for Northwestern 
State volleyball’s most popular 
fundraiser each year DigFest. 
Scheduled for Nov. 7 at the newly 
completed PARC Natchitoches, this 
year’s fundraiser, also known as 
GrassFest because of the location, 
offers the same 4-on-4 volleyball 
fun fans have come to expect. 
“We are very excited for our 
first GrassFest tournament,” 
assistant coach Stacey Aldredge 
said. “Our DigFest tournaments 
are always important to our 
program, but this year especially.” 
The Lady Demons are offering 
three different sponsorship 
opportunities to the community, 
including acovetedtitlesponsorship. 
The “Title Sponsor” is available 
for $750 which includes a court 
side banner along with exclusive 
naming rights to this year’s DigFest. 
A “Giveaways Sponsor”, for $350, 
also offers a court side banner with 
the opportunity for logo-printed 





Es 


promotional items to be given 
away at the tournament. Court side 
banners are available in the “Banner 
Sponsorship” level for $200. 

“We know these are very trying 
times and it has been challenging 
for everyone, but we hope to help 
businesses out just as much as 
they are helping us out,” Aldredge 
said. “NSU and Natchitoches have 
always had that family feel. In 
difficult times it’s special when 
we can all come together to help 
each other out. We are all in 
this together and are so thankful 
for all of our current and past 
sponsors and hope to have more.” 


Supporting DigFest 
means supporting the Lady 
Demons in multiple ways. 


Money raised at DigFest goes 


towards the team’s summer 
scholarship fund, travel expenses, 
locker room renovation and 


many other program needs. In 


short, it helps NSU _ volleyball 
stay competitive not only in 
the Southland Conference 
but regionally and _ nationally. 

For more information, 
visit www.nsudemons.com. 
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Volleyball Assistant Coach Stacey Aldredge prepares to hit the ball 
over the net. Photo courtesy of NsUDemons.com. 
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COVID-19 brings changes to the fall 2020 
commencement 


_{ i 





Christian Boudreaux shakes ands with NSU President Dr. Chris Maggio at last year’s graduation in 


December. Photo by Chris Reich. 


Kendall Caple 
Reporter 

Northwestern State University’s 
fall 2020 commencement will be 
held in five different ceremonies 
to adhere to state and national 
health advisors’ guidelines. 

According to Provost and Vice 
President of Academic Affairs, 
Dr. Greg Handel, each ceremony 
will be limited to no more than 
250 graduates with each graduate 
being allowed to invite four guests. 

“This allows us to stay in the 


@thecurrentsauce 


@thecurrentsauce 


required 25 percent rule for indoor 
gathering. Seating will be socially 
distanced, and family members 
will need to sit together. Masks 
will be required,” Handel said. 

Due to the five 
commencements’ guidelines, 
no guest speakers will attend. 

“We’re not going to have a guest 
speaker. First of all, we don’t want to 
have somebody have to speak at five 
different ceremonies,” University 
President Dr. Chis Maggio 
said. “But more importantly, we 
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“We are all experts in our own little 
niches.” 


don’t want to bring in additional 
people as we are trying to keep 
numbers down so they continue 
to comply with state protocols.” 

Students uncomfortable 
with attending the ceremonies 
in person will have _ the 
option to attend from home. 


“Each ceremony will 
be livestreamed and 
recorded Handel said. 

Over 800 students are 
set to graduate in the fall 

O2 commencements. 


Ghoula 
post-poned 


due to 
COVID-19 


Lora Luquet 
Arts and Living Editor 








The NSU theater department’s 
Halloween cabaret, “Ghoula,” 
has been postponed. The show 
was originally supposed to be 
streamed live on Oct. 23 and 24. 


“Ghoula,” is set to feature 
songs and scenes from a 
collection of chilling musicals 
and plays, including “The 


Addams Family,” “Rocky Horror 
Picture Show,” “Carrie,” “Little 
Shop of Horrors,” “Heathers” 
and a host of other productions. 

Pia Wyatt, director, 
choreographer and _ professor of 
theatre and dance, assures that 
the show will still go on as soon 
as it is possible, citing COVID-19 
as the reason for its delay. 

“I believe we are trying to 
release it on Friday the 13th 
in November,” Wyatt _ said. 

For more information on how 
to access the “Ghoula” cabaret, 
students are encouraged to check the 
Department of Theatre and Dance 
Facebook page or call 318-357-4483. 
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Telling their own stories 


The Native American Film club celebrates National Native American Heritage Month 


Lora Luquet 
Arts and Living Editor 


The Center for Inclusion and 
Diversity is teaming up with the 
Department of Criminal Justice, 
History and Social Sciences to 
sponsor the Native American 
Film Club; an ongoing film 
series in the month of November 
that celebrates National Native 
American Heritage Month. 

This film series, which began on 
Nov. 5th and will end on the first 
Thursday of December, will include 
films written and directed by citizens 
or members of tribal nations. 

Dr. Rebecca Riall, assistant 
professor in the Department of 
Criminal Justice and one of the 
coordinators of the film series, 
said she chose these films in 
order to put the focus on Native 
people telling their own stories. 

“We actually don’t show films 
that just have Native characters, 
because there’s a_ history of 
problematic representation,” Dr. 
Riall said. “So, instead what we 
feature is films that are all written 





and directed by Native people.” 

Brittany Broussard, coordinator 
for the Center of Inclusion and 
Diversity, noted how important 
it is for students to be exposed 
to other cultures that they 
may not know anything about. 

“I think just appreciating other 
cultures, appreciating diversity, is 
beneficial for making somebody 
a more well-rounded,  well- 
educated, empathetic individual,” 
Broussard said. “It will just really 
enrich your own life and your 
own understanding of people.” 

Jana Batman, sophomore 
social work major, attended the 
first installment of the Native 
Film Club where the film 
“Reel Injun” was _ presented. 

Batman, who claims no Native 
American heritage but grew 
up going to Native American 
events and powwows, believes 
that even if National Native 
American Heritage Month events 
will not  end_ discrimination 
against indigenous people it is 
a step in the right direction for 
Northwestern State University. 
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“Just having a movement on one 
platform or another is not going 
to handle the entire problem,” 
Batman said. “But having seen 
the problem, in multiple venues, 
whether it’s social media, or 
mainstream news, or in the sports 
world, or in the academic world.” 

Dr. Riall thinks it is important 
for students to be aware of and 
understand issues relating to other 
cultures, and to be aware that there 
are resources at their disposal. 
Riall noted that NSU _ offers 
sociology and anthropology courses 
that deal with not only cultural 
understanding but elements in the 
history of how ideas about race 
and culture developed in the US. 

“But I think also it’s important 
for students to do some of that 
work on their own,” Riall said. 

“Tthinkall ofthose beinga unified 
front, and then seeing Hollywood 
kind of jump on board and be able 
to support that message,” Batman 
said. “Is kind of the culmination 
in realizing that there is a cohesive 
and comprehensive push for 
people to get this information 


Clucking on the clock 


A solar powered chicken light sits outside the NSU Post Office. At 


and to really understand it.” 
According to Van _ Erikson, 
director of recruiting, one of 


NSU’s goals is to become the 
prime center of Native American 
student enrollment in Louisiana. 
This has become a focus area for 
the recruiting team this year. 

“We actually have met several 
times with a few professors in 
the Social Sciences area, who are 
helping us with this initiative,” 
Erikson said. “We’re identifying 
nearby tribes and nearby family 
groups and things like that, and 
then, from there, we’re trying to 
actually establish a program for 
Native American students through 
Creole Heritage Area, but that’s 
immensely long term, like two 
or three years down the line.” 

The NSU Native American 
Film Club will take place in the 
Friedman Student Union. For 
more information on how to 
RSVP for these National Native 
American Heritage Month events, 
students can visit the Center 
for Inclusion and_ Diversity’s 
Facebook page, cid_nsula. 


night, students walking by can see the chicken light up the office. 


Photo by Trinity Velazquez. 
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It’s okay to be scared for the 
future of the presidential election 


Politics has used fear to divide us and that is no lie. As the election 
results are argued over being legitimized or not, many people fear the 
outcomes that could affect their livelihood. 

But if we remember how scared we were or are, we can let the fear unite 
us. 

Four years ago, certain groups feared the way their lives would be when 
President Donald Trump first took office. In many ways, they were right to 
be scared when more families were separated and people started showing 
their hidden hate to different people. 

We know it didn’t start with Trump and it probably won’t end with 
Biden, but that is not the point of this column. 

The fear that Republicans have for the Biden presidency is not new. 

We wish no one would have the fear of losing what is important to them 
because someone threatened to take it away. 

What we, as the editorial board, wish to see is the American people 
coming together despite the fear. The American people have the power to 
unite the country, not the person that will sit in the Oval Office. 

It feels like we can turn over a new slate with a new president, but there 
is still a lot of work to be done. Our voices are still as powerful as they were 
in the election. If the American people want change, then we must fight for 
it. 

Martin Luther King Jr. Said that hate cannot be drowned out with more 
hate, only love could drown out hate. That was relevant during the Civil 
Rights Movement and it is still relevant in 2020. 

We aren’t asking to give up your beliefs for the sake of someone else, 
but to listen to their beliefs. There is no way that we can change another 
person’s mind with just one conversation. The way one American lives their 
life is not the same of the American that lives down the street from them, 
and that is okay. 

We hope that in the following days and weeks, America will know more 
love than fear. We know it starts with us 

Because absolutely no one should fear losing their livelihood. 


Lu The Current Sauce is a_ student 
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Letter from the editor: 


I’m bringing politics to the 
Thanksgiving table 


Trinity Velazquez 
Editor in Chief 


This presidential election can’t be 
avoided like your aunt’s green bean 
casserole anymore. This election 
has impacted many American lives 
and with the current president 
suing states and asking for a 
recount of votes, it is far from over. 

The problem is how to bring 
up politics without being yelled 
at by the uncle who’s only sources 
are Fox News and_ Facebook. 

My family is full of debaters, 
last year my dad and his twin 
brother argued if Avatar Aang from 
“Avatar: The Last Airbender” was 
better than the Avatar Korra from 
“The Legend of Korra” (unpopular 
opinion: Korrawasthe better avatar). 

My family is also a mix of 
democrats and_ republicans, so 
politics comes up every year. Let 
me give you some tips on how to 
survive this year’s Thanksgiving 
without leaving before grandma 
is finished with the gumbo. 

First tip: Make sure to wait 
until everyone has sat down to 
eat before talking about anything. 

Political conversations can go so 
many ways in a matter of minutes 
and if your cousin is still being 
served, they won’t get to have a 
say. If you wait until everyone 
is seated, there won’t be anyone 
flying from the kitchen to their 
spot at the table yelling their 
opinion at the top of their lungs. 

Second tip: Keep 
the conversation calm. 

I know that’s a hard one, but 
it can be done. The only way for 
this to work is if you stay calm and 
don’t interrupt someone else (don’t 
do what the candidates at the first 
presidential debate did). It takes 
forever, but everyone at my dinner 


table gets a chance to speak their 
mind. I hear a lot of opinions I don’t 
agree with, but I remember that 
not everyone will agree with mine 
either. Speak calmly and don’t yell. 

Third tip: Be _ respectful. 

This is not the national 
convention and there is no trophy. 
This is the Thanksgiving table 
that your mom is at, so try not to 
swear or make nasty remarks. Ask 
questions if you need clarification 
on something and try not to take 
everything so personally. If you 
fee yourself getting angry then 
stuff your mouth with the sweet 
potato casserole and wait your turn. 

Fourth tip: Don’t drown 
out your opinions for the sake 
of keeping the _ peace _ afloat. 

The beautiful thing about family 
is that they won’t leave unless they 
want to. In other words, the real 
family members will stay even if 
things get ugly. Don’t swallow your 
opinions just because the apple pie 
hasn’t been brought out yet. You 
deserve to speak your mind just like 
everyone else. You have things to 
say and they are just as important as 
your World War II veteran grandpa. 

For me, this was my first 
presidential election. I was scared 
that I would get lost in the shuffle 
and I wouldn’t understand any 
platform that didn’t pertain to 
me. I read a lot of the proposed 
policies and amendments so that 
I could understand this chaotic 
election the best that I could. 

I’m not scared to bring up 
the elephant in the room at 
my house for Thanksgiving. 

In fact, ’'m looking forward 
to arguing with my grandma 
about the best way to fight global 
warming and whether it exists 
while eating cranberry sauce. 
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Student- athletes and couches fio all 14 collegiate sports at 
NSU took time out of their day to write thank-you letters to NSU 
donors. Photo by Chris Reich. 


Bud Denega 
Sports Information Graduate 
Assistant 


NATCHITOCHES - 
Northwestern State celebrated 
an important annual tradition 


Thursday on the “Keyser Bricks” 
outside of Keyser Hall, one 
made even more important by 
the financial difficulties wrought 
by the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Student-athletes and coaches 
from all 14 collegiate sports at NSU 
took time out of their day to write 
thank-you letters to generous NSU 
donorsas partofThankA Donor Day. 


“A day like today means a 
lot,” NSU quarterback Zachary 
Clement said. “Our donors give 
us the opportunity to be here, and 
the opportunity to play the sports 
we love and attend a university. 

“We are really grateful for it, and 
to be able to voice it and thank them 
in a letter, it’s important to us.” 

Clement is a sophomore, so 
this marked his second Thank 
a Donor Day. For freshman 
basketball player Osha Cummings, 
Thursday represented her 
first encounter with the event. 

While she has been here for 


only a few months, Cummings 
understands the impact NSU 
donors have for her team and 
university. That’s precisely why 
she didn’t hesitate to send out 
some words of appreciation. 

“This day and these letters show 
the people that give to us that 
we care,’ Cummings said. “We 
appreciate what theyre doing.” 

Thursday stood as _ Deputy 
Athletic Director Dr. Haley 
Taitano’s seventh Thank a Donor 
Day. She knows how crucial NSU 
supporters are for the Demons and 
Lady Demons to be successful in 
each of their athletic endeavors. 

“The donors are a huge part 
of our success both on and off 
the field or the court of play,” 
Taitano said. “I also think it’s 
really important of our student- 
athletes to get in the habit of 
thanking the people that donate 
to their programs, especially the 
juniors and seniors. Those are the 
ones that turn around and become 
donors when they _ graduate.” 

The impact goes beyond athletics. 

Erin Dupree, NSU’s Assistant 
Director of Donor Relations, 
organizes fundraisers and activities 


where students can physically go 
to their donor’s homes and thank 
them in person. They haven’t 
had the opportunity to meet face- 
to-face since March, so Thank 
a Donor Day allows everyone at 
NSU to reaffirm their gratefulness. 

“We want our donors to know 
that we haven’t forgotten about 
them,” Dupree said, “We obviously 
thank them every time we get a 
donation in, but today allows us to 
bring in our students and for the 
donors to get hand-written letters 
from the students who receive 
scholarships from their donations.” 

The event is put’ together 
through a partnership with 
the NSU _ Foundation and _ the 


Annual Thank a Donor Day held Thursday 


Demons Unlimited Foundation. 
A significant number 
of student-athletes receive 
merit-based aid awarded 
through the NSU _ Foundation. 
The Demons Unlimited 


Foundation helps support athletics 


scholarships in all 14 sports 
along with auxiliary services 
like sports medicine, strength 


and conditioning and marketing. 


Football fans can have concessions delivered via 
StadiumDrop app 


Matt Vines 
Assistant Sports Information 
Director 


NATCHITOCHES - 
Northwestern State football 
fans won’t have to miss a second 
of game action thanks to a 
new partnership with digital 
concession company Stadium Drop. 

Fans can have _ concession 
items delivered directly to their 
seats using StadiumDrop’s digital 
and mobile application starting 
this season in Turpin Stadium. 

The app allows for contactless 
payment as well as monitoring 


concession stand lines — or 
ordering ahead for a_ no-wait 
pickup at the concession stand. 

“We are very excited to partner 
with StadiumDrop in an effort to 
continue to enhance the Demon 
fan experience,” said deputy 
athletic director Dr. Haley Taitano. 
“This service will be especially 
useful as we continue to adapt our 
concession offerings as it relates 
to COVID-19 | safety protocols. 
We appreciate the folks at 
StadiumDrop for their willingness 


to invest in NSU athletics.” 
Other concession delivery 
options include a  DropZone, 


which allows for a_ limited 
physical contact pick up of items. 

The app also provides concession 
data such as frequency of orders, 


hot spots throughout Turpin 
Stadium and consistent information 
about fan’s favorite items. 


“We are delighted and grateful 
for this opportunity to partner 
with NSU athletics and Sodexo,” 
said Kristen McAbee, CEO of 
StadiumDrop. “Our hope is to 
enhance a gameday atmosphere 
that is already vibrant with our 
mobile concession platform, 
allowing fans the opportunity 
to make even more memories 


with their friends and family. 

“It’s important in today’s 
environment that fans have the 
opportunity for mobile ordering, 
and we will deliver that very thing.” 

About Stadium Drop 

StadiumDrop is a peer-to-peer, 
in-seat, food and beverage order 
and delivery application that allows 
fans the ease of ordering stadium 
concessions, while allowing 
another fan or volunteer group to 
deliver the order and earn income. 
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Students and faculty reflect as HyFlex 








courses continue 


Students sit six feet apart and wear masks while working on thier 









laptops in the Friedman Student Union. Hyflex instruction will be 
the reality of campus for the forseeable future. Photo by Chris Reich. 


Kendall Caple 
Reporter 


Northwestern State University 
will continue the  MHyFlex 
model of instruction for courses 
into the 2021 spring semester. 

HyFlex is a course design 
model that allows for students 
to participate in classes both 
in-person and remotely. 

As NSU continues with plans to 
mitigate the spread of COVID-19 
through the adherence of state 
health and safety protocols, the 
HyFlex model of instruction 
will be the reality of campus 


@thecurrentsauce 
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for the foreseeable future. 

According to Provost and Vice 
President of Academic Affairs, Dr. 
Greg Handel, the HyFlex model 
allows flexibility for students. 

“Because we split the classes 
into a face-to-face and _ virtual 
experience, students are able to 
attend live, participate in class 
discussions live or virtually, and 
still have the option to attend 
if they have been quarantined,” 
Handel said. “Likewise, it offers 
faculty who may feel unsafe being 
in a classroom to synchronously 
deliver their courses.” 

Handel mentioned faculty 
members have noticed differences in 
student participation under HyFlex. 

“Some faculty have been 


Quote of the Week 


“When you undervalue what you 
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Oprah Winfrey 





concerned that participation is not 
as good as it is live, and that test 
resultsaren’tasstrong,” Handelsaid. 

Keylee Boone, a __ senior 
English major, has to drive four 
hours on days she is required 
to attend her courses in-person. 


While responses to HyFlex 
courses have been mainly 
positive, implementation and 
communication has been 
difficult according to Boone. 

“Being from Opelousas, 


Louisiana, I currently live two 
hours away from NSU. I drive four 
hours out of the day on Mondays 
and Wednesdays,” Bonne said. 
“lve driven to campus many 
times just to find out that class 
was cancelled, when professors 
could have sent an_ email.” 

According to Boone, many 
people in her class are also 
unable to make it to _ lessons 
because of their daily drive. 

“Who has that type of 
gas money?” Boone _ asked. 

Dr. Francene Lemoine, biology 
professor and dean of the College of 
Arts and Sciences, has described her 
experience with HyFlex learning 
as overwhelmingly positive, noting 
that faculty have had to be creative 
to adjust to the new format. 

“The purpose of laboratory 
courses in the sciences is to allow 
for a hands on experience that 
reinforces concepts covered in 
the companion lecture courses,” 
Lemoine said. “We have had 
to develop simulation exercises 
to mimic that experience.” 


NSU students 
win both 
Shreveport 
Journalism 
Foundation 
Scholarships 


Trinity Ford 
Reporter 
Two Northwestern State 


University communications majors 
were awarded scholarships by the 
Shreveport Journalism Foundation 
Nov. 12. Leanna Coy and Brianna 
Corley are both students in the 
Department of New Media, 
Journalism, & Communication Arts. 

Corley was awarded the Orland 
Dodson Memorial Scholarship 
and Coy was awarded the Kerry 
Garland Memorial Scholarship. 

The Dodson scholarship is 
offered to mass communications 
and journalism majors pursuing 
a career in journalism. The 
Garland scholarship is _ offered 
to communications and_ public 
relations majors pursuing a 
career in public _ relations. 

“I was so excited when I found 
out I got the scholarship,” Coy 
said. “This semester’s been hard 
for everyone, but the scholarship 
was really encouraging.” 


See SCHOLARSHIP, Page 2 
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NSU, E Lab students share 
Halloween candy with troops |Nov. 17 





The Halloween Candy Give- >-Back feacam has Beaii connecting 
communities with military and first responder heroes each fall 
since 2007. NSU student organizations competed in the candy 
collection. competition. Photo courtesy of David West. 
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David West 
Director of Communications 
NATCHITOCHES - 
Northwestern State University’s 
University Programming Council 
has partnered with Operation 
Gratitude - Halloween Candy 
Giveback Program. The Halloween 
Candy Give-Back Program has 
been connecting communities with 
military and first responder heroes 
each fall since 2007. Americans 
across the nation share a portion 
of their Halloween candy with 
Operation Gratitude, and _ they 
donate it to deployed troops, 
veterans and _  ffirst responders 
with the goal of forging strong 
bonds between the civilian and 
service communities nationwide. 


NSU _ student organizations, 
Campus Living Villages and 
NSU Elementary Lab classes, 


coordinated through the NSU 
E Lab 4-H Club sponsored by 
Lisa Wiggins, competed in the 
candy collection competition. 
Participating organizations were 
NSU Crew, American Criminal 
Justice Association, Student 
Theater Organization, Student 
Athlete Advisory Council, Alpha 
Lambda Delta, Alpha Omicron 


Pi, Sigma Sigma Sigma sorority, 
Catholic Student Organization 
and Kappa Phi. Alpha Omicron 
Pi won the organization division 
with a donation of 85.42 pounds 
of candy. Campus Living Villages 
won the department division by 
donating 130 pounds of candy, 
and the winning class at NSU 
Elab was Lauren Procell’s fourth 
grade class which donated 65.22 
pounds. Total collected was 
652.1 pounds for the Halloween 
Candy Give-Back Program. 

The candy has been delivered 
to NSU’s campuses at Barksdale 
Air Force Base and Leesville/Fort 
Polk. Executive Director of Caddo 
Bossier Programs and Military 
Outreach Suzette Hadden said Air 
Force personnel in areas ranging 
from security forces to education 
services received the treats as well 
as the base’s Youth Center that 
provides care for the children 
of military families. More than 
500 men, women and children at 
Barksdale received treats. Leesville/ 
Fort Polk Campus Director 
Martha Koury said the candy 
will be given to VFW Post 3106 
in Leesville which will distribute 
it at an event in December. 
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SCHOLARSHIPS From Page 1 
for everyone, but the scholarship 
was really encouraging.” 

“Tam honored thatthe Shreveport 
Journalism has entrusted me with 
the means to further both my 
own education and the memory 
of a great journalist,” Corely said. 

Applicants are required to submit 
a 250 word essay about why they are 
pursuing their career of study, to live 
in a 100 mile radius of downtown 
Shreveport, Louisiana and to have 
a cumulative grade point average 
of a 2.5 or higher and major grade 
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point average of a 3.0 or higher. 

“I love my major, so the essay 
was easy for me to write,” Coy said. 

This year was the first in the 
ShreveportJournalism Foundation’s 
history that both scholarships 
were awarded to Northwestern 
State University Students. 

“The NSU Communications 
department is filled to the brim 
with dedicated, talented professors 
and students alike,” Corely said. 
“I hope that future demons will 
look to this success and consider 
joining us to pursue a career 
in the communications field.” 





Junior Brianna Corley (left) and junior Leanna Coy pose with 

their respective scholarship plaques. Corley won for her work in 
journalism and Coy won for her work in public relations. Submitted 
photo. 
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Breaking boundaries 


nay smith speaks out on the Black dancer experience 


—— 
_ 


She’s got the moves! Kayla Smith flies through the air in ajump 


shot. Photo by Mekayla Jenkins. 


Mekayla Jenkins 
Photo Editor 


A member of the Demon 
Dazzlers and a dancer in the School 
of Creative and Performing Arts, 


junior Kayla Smith discovered 
some biases and assumptions 
made about’ Black dancers. 


“IT didn’treally pay much attention 
to it, but I always had the chill go 
down my back when something 
was said about me or about others 
who look like me.” Smith said. “I 
knew it was off, but I was used it.” 

Smith explained that she did 
not think about microaggressions 
or being stereotyped until the 
recent surge of racial issues. 
She reflected and realized that 
some of the things that she has 
experienced as a dancer only 
happened because she was Black. 

Smith said that as a Black dancer 
and Black woman, this year has 


been especially mentally draining. 

“Sometimes I want to. stop 
because I feel like an outcast,” 
Smith said. “But I’m not going 
to stop because I love dancing.” 

Smith said she believes that 
CAPA can and will do better. She 
said the first step of improving 
is to acknowledge the wrong and 
then work on moving forward by 
listening to understand students 
of color and their differences 
and encouraging inclusivity 
throughout the department. 

“Most Black dancers I met in 
the department have been self- 
taught and they work hard to be 
seen and be casted,” Smith said. 

Smith said that she is proud 
of the incoming freshman 
and that CAPA is taking the 
steps to address these issues. 

“They are tearing the stereotype 
down and proving others wrong 
about Black dancers,” Smith 
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Smith eivetches and combines her worlds of cider and dunce: 


Photo by Mekayla Jenkins. 


said. “I have hope that CAPA 
will be different and _ better.” 

Smith said adjunct professor 
Crystal Lewis has impacted her 
the most, recalling that Lewis 
saw her for who she was and 
deeply cares about her students. 

“She was strict, but she also was 
so encouraging and motivating. She 
has what so many professors lack, 
empathy,” Smith said. “She’s a light 
and great reflection on what CAPA 
represent and really should be.” 

Smith has danced all of her of life 
on and off. She began with learning 
tap and eventually took the leap to 
become a competitive cheerleader. 

“IT had decided to come back into 
danceandended updiscoveringanew 
love and passion for it,” Smith said. 


Smith restarted her dance 
adventure as a dance minor 
before making the _ decision 
to become a_ dance _ major. 


Smith noted she wanted to do 


something she was_ passionate 
about that also benefited others. 
Whilestudying biology, shefound 


herself becoming overwhelmed 
like any student transitioning 
from high school to college. 


Smith found comfort and release 
in her minor and love of dance. 

“I was in the dance _ studio 
more than I was __ studying 
biology, I knew then that I had 
to make a change,” Smith said. 

Smith encourages anyone 
who wants to dance at NSU 
to be open minded and _ be 
unapologetically themselves. 

“No matter who they are, where 
they come from, know that you 
have the potential to be great,” 
Smith said. “Work hard, take the 
risk and continue to speak up 
and fight for more opportunities 
for yourself and those after you.” 


November 18, 2020 


| ARTS & LIVING 





Diaper drive supports women’s center 


Abby Vallery poses next to one 
of the Diaper Drive boxes. Look 
for the boxes located across 
campus to donate. Submitted 
photo. 





Lora Luquet 
Arts and Living Editor 


Child and family studies major 
Abby Vallery is holding a diaper 
drive with the Women’s Resource 
Center of Natchitoches for mothers 
who need diapers and _ wipes. 

The drive, which will be 
accepting donations through Nov. 
20, is a part of Vallery’s course 
and graduation requirements. 

The Women’s Resource 
Center serves hundreds of young 
women each year, most of whom 
are experiencing unplanned 
pregnancy, according to the 
center’s website. The center offers 
“help and hope with information, 
education, material assistance 
and alternatives to abortion.” 

Vallery chose the Women’s 
Resource Center from a_ list 
of potential organizations. “I 

t seemed like an _ interesting 
place,” she said. She has 
worked in the _ daycare field 


These boots were made 


Mary Gaffney 
Fashion Columnist 


Demons, one of my favorite 
trends for fall and winter is 
stomping around on leaves in 
boots. Any kind of boot will get 
my heart pumping. I love combat 
boots, ankle boots, knee-high 
boots; honestly, give me any type 
of boot and I will rave over it. 

As you may have guessed, today 
we will be talking about boots. 

In spring we love floral and 
in fall we love texture and boots 
galore. Yet, boots only get the 
hype they deserve during the 
colder seasons of the year. The 
way boots are neglected hurts me 
inside and now it’s time to review 
how to wear boots that aren’t 
basic in new and exciting ways. 

Boots can become a little 
boring, I’ve seen the knee-high 
boots over skinny jeans with a 


chunky sweater before. That’s 
basic fall, but I’m here to give 
you elite fall and elite fall means 
breaking boundaries with boots. 

While reaching for tall boots 
in the morning, try putting them 
together with a midi dress so the 
two pieces overlap and cover that 
oh-so scandalous leg, giving a 
layered look to your outfit. I love 
adding boots underneath my jeans 
not only to keep me snug but also 
to give an alluring sense to my look. 

Boots can add_ structure to 
any look and keep an_ outfit 
professional and _ confident. I 
always wear boots and they never 
wear me. I stomp around and feel 
like every move is a power move. 

Show off your boots by wearing a 
short slip dress paired with a blazer 
to create a masculine silhouette 
without forking up the femininity of 
the look. Adding a belt can also add 
structure and be a nice addition to 


before, she noted, “so I wanted 
to try somerhiag different.” 

Program Coordinator Jacqueline 
Horton said Vallery came up with the 
idea for the diaper drive on her own. 

“T did put her in touch with some 
of the university administrators 
so that she could get permission 
to put (out) the collection sites 
and whatnot,” Horton said. “This 
is a culmination of all of the 
content that the students have 
learned and they are attempting 
to apply that knowledge.” 

Jennifer Luna, executive 
director of the Women’s Resource 


Center, aims to emphasize the 
importance of projects like 
Vallery’s, due to the need for 


resources like diapers and wipes. 

“A newborn probably goes 
through around 12 diapers a day, 
and that’s probably around $900 
a year of diapers, at least, which 
is just really, really expensive,” 
Luna said. “That’s something we’re 
always, always in need of, above 


boots if the two accessories match. 

As colder days and _ nights 
creep closer, be sure to match the 
color of your boots to your jacket. 
Color matching will help prevent 
the overall color scheme of an 
outfit from looking washed out. 

Matching helps make any outfit 
look more put together. Take the 
concept even further and match 
your boots to your accessories. 
If you have black boots wear a 


black choker or scrunchie to 
create a more academic look. 

Try wearing an_ oversized 
button up shirt with an oversized 
sweater vest layered over it 
and boots that match your 
purse. This fit is the _ perfect 


combination of scholar and style. 

Different colors or styles of 
boots can come in handy for 
spicing up _ particularly boring 
outfits. Try wearing a neutral look 
where your boots serve as a pop 


everything else, because babies 
are always going to need diapers.” 

The drop-off sites for donations 
are in the student union outside 
Vics and the counseling center, 
at the Student Services Center, 
and at the WRAC. The diaper 
drive will end Nov. 20 at 1:30 
p.m. For more information on 
how to donate, email Abby Vallery 
at avallery034622@nsula.edu. 

The Women’s Resource Center 
is always accepting donations, 
including baby clothes, baby 
safety and comfort items, and 
items for the center. Luna 
encourages people to call the 
center at 318-357-8888 if they are 
not sure an item can be donated. 

“If anybody wants to donate 
anything they think moms could 
use, or they think babies could 
use, call us and ask,” Luna said. 


The Women’s Resource 
Center is located at 107 North 
Street, Natchitoches, LA 71457. 


for walking (to Keyser) 


of color and see how far you go. 

No matter how you wear your 
boots this fall, remember to 
take time to step on the leaves 


and enjoy the cold weather 
because it probably won't stay 
for long. Stomp _ on, demons. 





Mary Gaffney shows off a 
boots on the steps of Russell 
Hall. Submitted photo. 
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China captures the campus 


Current Sauce photographer China Brown has recorded student life all semester 
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Kennedy Theriot (left), freshman, and Kaitlyn Gaines, sophomore, 
check for class updates in Vic’s. Photo by China Brown. 
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Caroline Shepherd, junior, designs on her tablet ina CAPA 
classroom. Photo by China Brown.. 
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Stephanie Rachal, freshman, works on her laptop in the Friedman 
Student Union. Photo by China Brown. 
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Madeline Ronero, fine and graphic arts major, play 





\ [eG | Madison Durbin (left), nursing major, and Brittany Charchio, 
s with a flying history major, chat in the Friedman Student Union. Photo by China 
friend in the CAPA courtyard. Photo by China Brown. Brown. 
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Hang in there, Demons 
With the fall semester and this year ending, let's look 
back at what we have been through 


First, the editorial board would like to extend our love and condolences 
to anyone who has lost a loved one to the coronavirus. So much unexpected 
loss and suffering has been dealt to many people this year, but still those 
people have persisted with everyday life. 

We need to pat ourselves on the back for making it towards the end of 
this semester. It has not been easy on anyone. We have done the impossible 
by continuing to receive an education in the middle of a pandemic. 

With a second virus surge spreading fast, we need to continue to wear 
our masks and practice social distancing. 

This summer, we were exposed to lots of hate. We saw cities burn and 
Americans march for racial justice. We saw strangers stand in front of 
each other to protect them from tear gas and rubber bullets. We have lost 
many black lives to violence by hands that swore to protect all Americans. 
To anyone in our community that has lost someone to a similar act, our 
apologies will never be enough, and we know that. 

Continue to march for what you believe in. America was founded on the 
right to express what you want freely. 

Lake Charles and our sister school McNeese University have not yet 
recovered from Hurricane Laura but the donations and help we offered have 
set them on their way. The people of Louisiana are resilient and that will 
never change. 

The hurricanes that tore through Louisiana may have torn us at the 
seams, but we have stitched us back together before and we will do it again. 

Demons, we got through a presidential election. We used our voices and 
have changed the country, hopefully for the better. There is still much 
work to be done, but hopefully we can leave the hate in 2020 and bring love 
into the next year. 

Demons, we are almost done. We have two weeks of the fall semester 
left. We know you are tired and have wanted to quit for so long you can’t 
remember if you were ever excited at the beginning of this semester. 

Whatever happens after the holidays, please remember to stay safe. You 
can do this. 


<CURRENTSAUCE 
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What I’m thankful for 
hidden wonders of NSU 





Golfing is a great way for me to get my mind off school and enjoy 
the outdoors. Photo by Timothy Holdiness. 


Timothy Holdiness 
Reporter 


With Thanksgiving break around 
the corner, I’ve begun to think 
about what I am thankful for here 
at Northwestern State University. 

A quote by my favorite author, 
Kurt Vonnegut, is perfect for 
this holiday: “I am thankful for 
the thought that I have enough.” 

That is exactly how I feel about 
NSU and its many amenities 
across campus that provide for 
students and the community. 

Located on campus near Turpin 
Stadium is the fully functional 
gym. The Wellness, Recreation, 
Activity Center offers ping pong 
tables, racquet ball rooms, two 
workout areas, two basketball 
courts and luxurious steam rooms 
in each of the locker rooms. 

I am grateful for the variety of 
daily meals available at the dining 
hallnamedfortheexplorer Pierre Le 
Moyne d'Iberville and Café Demon 
which serves incredible coffee. 

A much-needed quiet place 
to study is not hard to find at 
the Eugene P. Watson Memorial 
Library. The library has two 
computer labs on the first floor, 
and a plethora of books in the 
Symposium on Theoretical 
Aspects of Computer as well as 
a research room on the second. 
The Cammie G. Henry Research 
Center sits on the third floor. 

The spot on campus I am 
most thankful for, especially 
during the COVID-19 pandemic, 
is relatively unknown. 


My favorite place to visit, the 
Northwestern Hills Golf Course 
is part of the Robert W. Wilson 
Recreation complex at 6604 
Highway 1 Bypass next to campus. 

The complex is the brainchild 
of Mr. Wilson, who formulated the 
plans and secured funding, but died 
before the project was completed. 

At the center of the course 
is a swimming pool that is 
currently closed due to the 
pandemic, several tennis courts, 
a pavilion to hold meetings and 
a pro shop with anything golfers 
need available for purchase, 
except for golf bags and clubs. 

It is an amazing place to 
relax and play a full 18-hole 
round of golf, equipped with 
beautiful water hazards and 
trees in and around the course. 

Opening at 7:30 a.m. and closing 
at sundown, students get to play for 
free every Tuesday, and are charged 
only $5 all other days, except when 
the course is closed on Mondays. 

There are golf carts available to 
use for $15, but I prefer to walk while 
I play because it helps me clear 
my head and keep my body loose. 

For those interested in learning 
to play, NSU offers a golf class 
that you can register for. Golfing 
is a great way for me to get my 
mind off school and enjoy the 
outdoors for the five to six hours 
it takes to play a full round. 

If you are lucky, you might 


spot the turtles, ducks and 
other wildlife that live on 
the picturesque, rolling hills. 


November 18, 2020 


t SPORTS 





New faces abound in Lady Demon backcourt 





Head Coach Anna Nimz and sophomore Guard Tristen Washington 
practice on the court. Photo by Chris Reich. 


Brad Welborn 
Assistant Director of 
Communications 


NATCHITOCHES - 
Northwestern State |§ women’s 
basketball will have a different 
look when the 2020-21 season 
finally tips off on Nov. 25. 
With a new head coach comes 
a different style, expectations, 
standards and, at least for this 
year, almost an entirely new team. 

The loss of seven players from a 
year ago means several new faces on 
the court for first-year head coach 
Anna Nimz. One position group 
that will see the biggest change 
in personnel is the _ backcourt. 

“Although we’re small I think 
were going to have some turn 
down speed,” Nimz said. “We’ve 
got some kids that can take it off 
the bounce and get downhill. 

“With that being said, you have 
to have kids that can spot up and 
hit the open shot to go along with 
that. I think we have a couple 
of those knock-down — shooters 
and the rest can create off the 
bounce and get themselves open.” 

Tristen Washington is one of 
three backcourt returnees and 


the only one with more than 
10.0 minutes per game of playing 
time. In her freshman campaign 
she was thrust into a starting role 
after an early season injury to 
senior Gabby Bell. She made 14 
starts the remainder of the season 
and according to Nimz earned 
extremely valuable experience. 

“It forced a quick maturity,” 
she said. “This year I think 
she’s able to handle more 
uncomfortable situations and 
understand she’s got to be able to 
get somewhere with the dibble. 
With her experience last year, it’s 
allowed her to progress quicker.” 

While the experience level on 
paper may be low - with every 
player on the roster in either 
their first or second year at NSU 
- the junior college ranks have 
proven lucrative for the Lady 
Demons in the past and Nimz is 
hopeful that will be the case again. 

Transfers Makayla VanNett 
and Alexia Marsh fill needed 
roles inside the offense both 
strategically and integrally. 

“We want them to bring their 
experience more than anything,” 
Nimz said. “They both come from 
highly successful teams - top five 


in the nation teams - so they 
are winners and were hoping 
that bleeds into our program.” 

VanNett represents the knock- 
down shooter role that will make 
the Lady Demons more dynamic on 
offense. The Minnesota native shot 
nearly 40 percent from 3-point range 
at Hutchinson Community College 
a year ago and finished her two-year 
career ranked third in 3-pointers. 

A transfer from a year ago who 
averaged 8.7 minutes per game, 
Kalen Green, returns as one of two 
seniors on the team, and offers a 
quick release from long distance 
for another option in that role. 

Marsh, a Central Arizona 
transfer, has begun to take on 
more of an integral leadership role 
on the court, a necessary attribute 
for someone playing with the ball 
in their hands much of the time. 

“Alexia is kind of the glue for 
us,” Nimz said. “That’s why we 
wanted her. As time has progressed, 
she’s filling that recruiting need 
that we saw and thought she 
would fit. I think she is getting a 
little more comfortable everyday 
taking on a leadership role. She 
understands what coaches want 
and she works hard to make that 
come to light within the program.” 

While Nimz is asking VanNett 
and Marsh to bring their experience 
she is asking two freshmen to do 
things early in their careers that she 
hopes pays off this season and for 
the entirety of their NSU careers. 

Erin Harris enters her first season 
for the Lady Demons after a highly 
successful high school career as a 
point guard, but with her skill set, 
begins the year playing off the ball. 

“She fits more than that point 
guard need for us,” Nimz said. “She 
has the ability to get downhill and 
create for others. She’s got a higher 
basketball I.Q. which allows her to 
see the floor a little bit slower than 
that of a typical true freshman. 

“She was a point guard her entire 
high school career. Moving her off 
the ball now I have a 3 with the I.Q. 





and court vision of a point guard. 
To me that can only be a positive.” 

Another freshman that will be 
asked to doa lot this season is Spain’s 
Andreea Cojocariu, a 5-foot-9-inch 
shooter that can also create off the 
bounce, the perfect combination 
for her role in the _ offense. 

“She has great court vision and 
probably one of our best passers,” 
Nimz said. “Sometimes such a 
good passer that other people 
don’t know the ball’s coming. 
She brings a finessed style but 
doesn’t fade away from contact. 

“Here in the past couple of 
weeks she’s really been developing 
into a nice outside shooter, which 
makes her a dynamic player. She’s 
going to earn a lot of minutes and 
be asked to do a lot of things that 
sometimes you wish you didn’t have 
to ask freshmen to do, but she’s a 
mature young lady I can see having 
good success for us this year.” 

Louisiana native, freshman 
Osha Cummings provide Lady 
Demon fans an element on defense 
they've gotten used to seeing 
throughout the past several seasons. 

“She’s the kind of kid that every 
coach wants in the sense that she'll 
run through the wall for you,” Nimz 
said. “She’s going to create chaos on 
defense and fill a role of hard work. 
She’s a strong-bodied kid and is 
going to create problems for other 
people. She has an incredible work 
ethic, so we’re excited to have her.” 

With plenty of newall around and 
just one month of nonconference 
games, the Lady Demons have just 
a handful of games to gel and find 
their identity before Southland 
Conference play begins in January. 


The Lady Demons begin 
their first season under Nimz 
on Nov. 25 at Ole Miss. 
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Demons against Demons 
NSU Football plays third scrimmage on Nov. 14 





Wide Reclaver Javon pe annie: + four, panera a toss. Prete ig Cornerback Donovan Duvernay, number eight, holds football 
Chris Reich. between arm and runs down the field. Photo by Chris Reich. 
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Running Back Scooter Adams, number 25, is chased by opposing Wide Reciever Gavin Landry, number 84, runs out of the endzone. 
Demon teammate. Photo by Chris Reich. Photo by Chris Reich. . 


The Current Sauce Editorial 
Board wishes you a Happy 


Thanksgiving 
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College during COVID-19 


Students reflect on the fall semester — look with uncertainty to the spring 





a 


NSU students flood the pfeway on the first day of classes this 
fall. Next semester, HyFlex classes and the mask mandate will still 
be at the center of the learning environment. Photo by Chris Reich. 


Timothy Holdiness 
Reporter 


As the fall semester draws to a 
close, students are looking to the 
first months of the spring 2021 at 
Northwestern State University with 
mixed feelings and uncertainty. 

Tashon Adams, a freshman social 
work major, said he is nervous 
for what the spring will bring. 

“Itll be a different set of 
courses and I will have to mentally 
prepare myself to make it through 


another semester,” Adams said. 
Taking courses during the 
pandemic has students getting 


used to a new way of learning. 
“[’'m pretty stressed, to be 
honest,” Kaleb Thomas, a 


@thecurrentsauce 


@thecurrentsauce 


sophomore psychology major, said. 

“It’s hard to stay focused in 
school with the way it is now, “ 
Thomas said. “So I hope either 
I get used to it or professors 
can make things a bit more 
accommodating when it comes to 
test dates and online assignments.” 

HyFlex classes are going to be 
returning in the spring and some 
students are taking it in stride. 

“Rain will still pour, and the 
sun will still shine next semester,” 
sophomore business administration 


major Branton Turner Jr. 
said. “I will finish © strong.” 
Along with the pandemic, two 


hurricanes have caused classes 
to be adjusted this semester. 
“There’s been a lot of challenges 


Quote of the Week 


“If you don’t like the road you're 
walking, start paving another one.” 


that arose throughout the fall 2020 
semester, and some of them were 
more challenging than others,” 
senior hospitality, management and 
tourism major Terrence Green said. 
“However, I’m very eager and 
ready for next semester including the 
upcoming spring football season.’ 
Several sports will be 
returning in the spring. 
“Tm really excited for the 
opportunity to continue the year 
both on the court and in the 
classroom,” Dalin Williams, a 
senior industrial engineering major 
and basketball player, said. “This 
year has been tough, but I can’t 
wait to get the new year started.” 
COVID-19 is still spreading 
across the world and some students 
are hopeful the pandemic will 
come to an end next semester. 
Freshman Chance Williams, 
a communications major, said 


that he hopes COVID-19 goes 
away so we can all have fun 
and experience college life. 

Jyrion Dangerfield, a 
freshman computer information 
systems major, said he is excited 
to be taking a few classes. 

“I’m concerned that face to face 
classes willbecanceledduetoanother 
corona outbreak,” Dangerfield said. 

D’Sherrick Williams, a junior 
dance major and member of the 
color guard, said he is incredibly 


hopeful yet precautionary. 
Despite the challenges of this 
semester, junior dance major 


and Demon Dazzlers member 
Tlen Mason said it was worth it. 


“This has been a_ rough 
semester, but it shows me that 
I deserve everything that I 


have worked for,” Mason said. 


NSU COVID-19 update as of Dec.1 
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Viewpoints: My dad’s 
COVID journey 


Sports: NSU posts record- 
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Kelsi Horn 

Contributing Writer 

One day my — grandfather 
forgot my name. 


Henry Jack Horn was a Korean 
War veteran, with four children; 
eight grandchildren and two great 
grandchildren. He stood tall with 
a real grandpa belly. He paid close 
attention to his grandchildren and 
always called me Sugar Booger. 

In 2007, when I was 9, my 
Pawpaw was_ diagnosed’ with 
Alzheimer’s disease and _ died 
11 years later. These years 
were tough trying to navigate 
the progression of the disease. 

At 11, I was old enough to 
understand that my grandfather 
was becoming different than what 
he was. In the beginning, he was 
still able to care for himself with 
the help of Nana. Time passed, 
and his confused state made him 
unable to make sense of everyday 
things. It made Nana _ suffer. 

We lived in a house in the 
front of the yard near the road. 
My grandparents’ home sat in the 
back, about a football field away. 

Between the houses on a 
patch of grass on a hill stood a 
basketball net. One summer day 
I was shooting the ball alone. My 
grandfather, who would always 
come outside if he saw one of 
us, walked out to where I was. 

He was pacing near me 
and staring at nothing. Our 
conversation didn’t make sense 
to my 9-year-old self. All he 
could say was “Sugar Booger.” 

For some reason, things didn’t 
seem right, so I asked him to say 
my first name. With a confused 
look, he replied “Sugar Booger,” 
and immediately laughed it off. 
The way he answered was clear. 
He didn’t know my name anymore. 

It only got worse for Pawpaw 
and Nana. The small things he 
was forgetting turned in to big 
things. He was no longer able to 
drive or wash himself, and his 


frustration turned to anger at Nana. 

One spring day in 2011, Nana 
and their children decided the 
Sabine Retirement and Rehab 
Center would be the best fit for him. 

The center has a beautiful facade, 
painted creamy white surrounded 
by flowers in bloom and well kept. 
Inside, the smell of soiled laundry 
in repurposed trash cans filled the 
hallways and an air of sadness filled 
the rooms. Its rooms housed elderly 
residents, many sitting alone with 
empty eyes. They all had stories 
to tell with no one to tell them to. 

Throughout the first two years 
we constantly visited him. Pawpaw 
was able to interact with the other 
residents and participate in the 
typical nursing home events. We 
enjoyed the visiting together and 
drinking milkshakes, his favorite. 

Soon he was no longer able 
to communicate or move around 
much. My family made the decision 
to move him to the regular floor of 
the facility with the other residents. 

These visits began looking a lot 
different. Time after time, I began 
to notice how sad life in a nursing 
home can be. Pawpaw’s room was 
as much like home as possible. 
Pictures of our family, his children 
and all of his grandchildren lined 
the walls near his bed. He stayed 
in his bed all of the time, unable to 
do anything for himself anymore. 

We visited him as much as we 
could, though I was never sure if 
he knew we were there. He lay 
there, stared at nothing, or slept. 
We talked to him, showed him 
pictures or watched television 
in silence. We did anything to 
let him know that we loved him. 

In December 2015, he got really 
sick. It was the kind of sickness 
that can only be caused by old age. 
He was already on a feeding tube, 
eating was something he couldn’t 
do anymore. He had _ infection 
eating away at his bed ridden 
body. The doctor told us we would 
not have much longer with him. 

Over the next month, family 


Henry Jack Horn: the pieces of a life 









V//\ i 





| 
| 
i | 


Young Kelsi Horn and her grandfather, “Pawpaw”. Submitted photo. 


members were in and out of his 
room checking and trying to help. 
His sickness worsened and the 
doctor gave him a week to live. 

We were all there the night he 
died. His tiny nursing home room 
was packed with family. I sat on the 
edge of his bed, holding his hand 
while the nurse used a suction device 
to get the saliva out of his mouth. 

Pawpaw waited for us. He waited 
to have his entire family, the joy of 
his life, to be in one place with him. 

He took his last breath as I 
held his hand. His face went 
blue as his spirit left his body. 
It was peaceful and _ painless 
for him but an_ unforgettable 
moment for me. His room 
transformed to a solemn silence in 
memory of the life he once held. 

Alzheimer’s disease is a thief, 
stealing my Pawpaw’s memories of 


us. After a full life of hard work, 


falling in love, having children 
and grandchildren, he no longer 
knew my name but I will never 
forget his. He was my Pawpaw, 
and I was his Sugar Booger. 
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Wyatt Ricks and the loved ones 
we have lost 


The editorial board would like to send out our condolences to the 
family of Wyatt Ricks who died in an automobile accident. We would 
also like to extend our condolences to Wyatt’s friends, classmates 
and his brothers of the Mu Kappa Chapter of the Pi Kappa Alpha 
fraternity. 

Our hearts are with anyone who has lost a loved one due to 
anything that has happened this year. We can’t begin to imagine the 
pain you felt, but we are with you. 

Whether you believe in Heaven or not is your business, but we 
hope that the thought of your loved one being at peace can bring 
you the peace that you deserve. This year has been nothing close to 
peaceful, but we have survived it together. 

Demons, we have done it. With the end of the semester coming to 
a close, we hope there are moments each of us can look back to and 
smile. 

Finals and projects have been at the forefront of our minds since 
Thanksgiving break and we know that you are stressed and ready to 
be done. We are ready to be done too. 

This semester has not been easy on anyone, so please remember to 
not be hard on yourself or anyone else. We have made it this far and 
we will go further. 

Be kind to your fellow Demons and help each other out. We are 
not promised tomorrow. Hug your loved ones, and then hug them 
again but tighter. 
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Lora and her dad, Martin. 
Submitted Photo. 


Lora Luquet 
Arts and Living Editor 


Two days before I left for the 
Thanksgiving holiday, I received 
a text from my dad saying that he 
had tested positive for COVID-19. 
He had no symptoms and was 
hopeful for a quick recovery. 

He was even cracking jokes. 

“Isn’t it ironic that the person 
who was the most’ worried 
about wearing his mask is the 
one who got it,” he told me. 

Yet still, in my mind, the 
unthinkable had happened, and 
now I had to spend Thanksgiving 
without either of my parents, exactly 
when I needed them the most. 

My parents are cautious people. 
As aresult, they produced a cautious 
daughter. When news of the 
COVID-19 outbreak reached my 
campus, my parents were the first 
ones to urge me to move back home 
for the remainder of the semester. 

When I was little, my dad 
used to take me with him while 
running errands, and I would get 
mistaken for his granddaughter. 
I did not understand at the time, 
but I quickly came to realize 
what it meant. My parents are 
older than all my friend’s parents. 





My dad's COVID journey 


Hand sanitizer was stationed at 
the front door of my house, and my 
dad never left for the weekly trip to 
the grocery store without a mask 
on. I thought to myself, if things 
keep going like this, COVID-19 
will never enter my _ house. 

Eventually, we all had to return 
to our routines. I moved back to 
campus for the fall semester, and 
my parents went back to their jobs 
at a pre-K-12 school in Reserve, 
Louisiana. My parents still wore 
their masks, as did I, butas Louisiana 
moved from phase to phase, we all 
let our guards down a little bit. 

I spent my Thanksgiving 
break with my boyfriend, who 
lives barely three minutes away 
from my parents. He was close, 
and if things took a turn for the 
worse, he would be by my side. 

For a while, things were not 
looking good. My dad struggled 
to breathe while my sister was on 
the phone with him, and barely 
ate any of the Thanksgiving 
feast he and my mom prepared 
in quarantine together. 

At one point, my mom considered 
driving him to the hospital. 

My dad is getting better, slowly. I 
am becoming aware that recovering 
from COVID-19 is a long and 
arduous process. I know that if 
anyone can overcome it, it is him. 

Everyone is learning the best 
ways to overcome COVID-19, but 
it is not something any one person 
can do by themselves. Teamwork 
is the best viable way for us to 
return to normal and give people 
like my dad a fighting chance. 

Wearing masks is still important. 
Social distancing is still important. 
It does not matter what phase we 
are in, or if you know the people 
you are not wearing your mask 
around. My dad is a testament 
to that. He did _ everything 
right, and still tested positive. 
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The lessons college has taught me 


Trinity Ford 
Reporter 


This semester has been a little 
rough for me, as I am sure it 
has been for a lot of you. I used 
to doubt myself, I had extremely 
low self-esteem and I lacked self- 
confidence. That got me nowhere. 

I burned some bridges that were 
toxic. It was hard and it seemed 
like I could not do it at the time. 
But after it was all done, I grew 
from it. I chose to surround myself 
with people who liked me for who 
I really am. I learned that you do 
not need to worry about what other 
people think of you. Because at the 
end of the day, you are the only 
person that truly knows who you are. 

You do not need to worry about 
keeping someoneasa friend, because 
if they are truly your friend, you 
should not have to beg them to stay. 


College is all about finding 
yourself and who you _ truly 
are. Before I came to college, 
I was a gullible, sensitive and 
lonely girl. But I have realized 
that being all of that is okay. 

I have grown into a stronger 
person by learning from my 
mistakes. I am no longer lonely 
because no one is ever alone. There 
is always someone out there going 
through the same things as you are. 

Being alone is okay though, you 
must learn to be okay with being 
alone before you can find your 
faithful friends. Love yourself first 
and then you will learn to love others. 

If you have had a rough time 
in college, you must look at all 
the positive that came out of 
whatever happened. God _ does 
everything for a reason. Whenever 
one door closes, another will 
open. Just give things time. 


Happy 
Holidays 
from The 
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Northwestern State posts record- “breaking GSR numbers 


Jason Pugh 
Assistant AD for Media Relations 
NATCHITOCHES - 
Northwestern State student-athletes 
have enjoyed a long history of success 
in the classroom, and the NCAA’s 
recent Graduate Success Rate 
(GSR) study re-emphasized those 
accomplishments in record fashion. 
The GSR data released in 
mid-November saw the 2013 
freshman cohort of NSU student- 
athletes produce the highest 
mark in_ school history (89 
percent), which tied them for first 
in the Southland Conference. 
NSU shared the top spot in the 
conference with Houston Baptist 
while only Tulane (93) had a higher 
mark among Louisiana’s 12 Division 
I institutions. Northwestern State 
and LSU each had marks of 89 and 
shared the No. 2 ranking in the 
state for the second straight cohort. 
The  35-percent difference 
between NSU’s mark and _ the 
federal graduation success rate 
also marked the highest for 





Fall 2019 student athlete graduates pose with Director of Athletics 
Greg Burke and ULS President Jim Henderson. Photo by Chris Reich. 


Northwestern State since the 
metrics were introduced in 2004-05. 

“There is much credit to go 
around for the continued upward 
trajectory of NSU’s Graduation 
Success Rate,” said Director of 


Athletics Greg Burke. “First 
and foremost, NSU _ student- 
athletes who first set foot on 


campus in 2014 accomplished 
what was most important and 
that was to earn a degree. They 
received tremendous — support 
from their coaches, faculty and 
the athletic department academic 
and compliance staffs. That’s 


how records are set and broken.” 

The Lady Demon softball 
program ranked first in the state 
and shared the Southland lead 
with a 100 score while tennis 
and volleyball’s twin 100 marks 
gave them the share of the 
Louisiana and Southland leads. 

NSU soccer’s 100 mark gave the 
Lady Demons a fourth program 
that tied for the Southland 
lead in its respective sport. 

NSU’s football team posted an 
82-percent GSR, ranking second 
in the conference and third in the 
state, while women’s basketball 


(92) tied for second in the state. 

The Division I Board of 
Directors created the GSR in 
response to Division I college and 
university presidents who wanted 
data that more accurately reflected 
the mobility of college students 
than the federal graduation rate. 
The federal rate counts any student 
who leaves a school as an academic 
failure, no matter whether he 
or she enrolls at another school. 
Also, the federal rate does not 
recognize students who enter 
school as transfer students. 

The GSR _ formula removes 
from the rate student-athletes who 
leave school while academically 
eligible and includes _ student- 
athletes who transfer to a school 
after initially enrolling elsewhere. 
This calculation makes it a more 
complete and accurate look at 
student-athlete SUCCESS. The 
federal graduation rate, however, 
remains the only measure 
to compare student-athletes 
with the general student body. 
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Living history: students and faculty 


Kendall Caple 
Reporter 


Northwestern State University 
faculty and students had strong 
reactions to the swarming of 
the Capitol building on Jan. 6. 


“One cannot expect to legally as- 
semble and petition the government 
by occupying the Capitol, smashing 
windows and walls, stealing gov- 
ernment materials and threaten- 
ing the representatives, Senators 
and staff working in the Capitol,” 
Dr. Greg Granger, professor of 
history and political science, said. 


Granger also went on to state 
while many of the people present 
at the Capitol on Jan. 6 were in 
full compliance with the law, those 
who chose to violate it were mo- 
tivated by extremist views perpet- 
uated by personal media bubbles 
that drove their violent behavior. 
“There is, however, a more diffi- 
cult problem that weights upon not 
only peaceful protestors and vio- 
lent rioters but the nation at large,” 
Granger said. “And that is the sys- 
temic damage wrought by disinfor- 
mation particularly when endorsed 
and propagated by people in posi- 
tions of influence and authority.” 
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Trump supporters march on the U.S. Capitol Jan 6. 
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TapTheForwardAssist, CC BY-SA 4.0, via Wikimedia Commons 


Granger hopes that the fed- 


eral, state and local govern- 
ment houses are never again 
subject to violent episodes. 


“What we do about the evolution of 
a post-truth society is far more dif- 
ficult to discern but can determine 
whether we see such violence in- 
crease, or diminish,” Granger said. 


Hailey Crosby, junior English 
education major, said she felt a 
sense of disbelief and shock as she 
witnessed the events on the news. 
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President Joe Biden 


“It was just so surprising. I just 
thought something like that 
would happen,” Crosby © said. 
“I. was watching history being 
made and I will never forget it.” 


Colie Plaster, a sophomore com- 
munications major, said considering 
the level of nationalistic idealism 
many protestors had their violent 
demonstration was not shocking. 


“Watching the videos of the 
Trump rally that day where Trump 
was speaking his lawyer, Rudy Gi- 
uliani, ended his speech stating, 


Capitol 


‘trial by combat,” said Plaster. “I 
think that if you tell a group ‘trial 
by combat’ and they go and storm 
the Capitol, you’re not solving 
the issue you're just egging it on.” 


Terrence Stewart, a junior biology 
major, also expressed his disappoint- 
ment at the recent events. Steward 
said the attempt to thwart democ- 
racy was disgusting and frustrating. 


“This is not the America you read 
about. It’s so much worse,” Stewart 
said. “This will forever be a part of 
American history, but it is not what 
the country should represent.” 


NSU COVID-19 
update as Jan. 25 
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JirNecia Ward crowned 2021 Lady of the Bracelet 


JirNecia Ward throws up a 
pitchfork after she is crowned. 
Photo by Chris Reich. 





Lora Luquet 
Arts and Living Editor 


JirNecia Ward, a senior comput- 
er information systems major, was 
crowned winner of the 2021 Miss 
Northwestern Lady of the Bracelet 
Scholarship Program on Jan. 15. 

NSU _ held its long-standing 
Lady of the Bracelet pageant to a 
live audience over Cisco Webex. 

“I will say that the best feeling 
for me was actually walking on- 
stage, our very last walk when all 
of the candidates came onstage,” 
Ward said. “I was just excited 
to have been a part of it and to 
have made it through the entire 
thing, to be onstage with all the 
friends I’ve made along the way.” 

The pageant, held by NSU’s 
University Programming Coun- 
cil, has been a tradition at NSU 
for over 60 years. The first place 
contestant of the Lady of the 
Bracelet pageant receives the ti- 
tle of Lady of the Bracelet, goes 
on to compete in Miss Louisiana 
and receives a full scholarship. 


Couture confidence 


Mary Gaffney 
Fashion Columnist 


Demons, with 2020 behind us 
I am ready to start the new year 
with a bang and keep the high 
energy going. Whether you are 
in quarantine or are only going 
out for a trip to Walmart, now is 
the time to go to your closet and 
bring out your best self every day. 

My plan is to not fizzle out 
like I did in 2020. This year, we 
will take whatever hits us _ be- 
cause we have experienced the 
worst. It’s time for a fresh start 
so let's take advantage of it. 
The only thing you need this year 
is simple: confidence. No matter 
the trends that come and go, no 
matter your style, or how many 
people give you weird looks in 
Walmart, you need to dress with 


confidence. Still, that can be hard, 
so sometimes you must fake it. 

There are plenty of numbered 
lists that can tell you how to be 
confident, but honestly, just fake 
it until you make it. Start the day 
by finding something to wear that 
makes you feel good. If an outfit 
doesn’t bring you joy, don’t wear it. 
If you need to repeat an outfit, do 
it. This is the time to get comfort- 
able with yourself and your style. 

Comfortable and jeans don’t al- 
ways go together, but when you 
find the perfect pair, it’s like heav- 
en on Earth. So let’s start with the 
classic jeans and T-shirt. It can be 
dressed up easily, it can be com- 
fortable, it can be a fashion state- 
ment. These are effortless ways 
to move from just your average 
look to a classic, confident person. 


Madeleine Hensley, Miss Lady of 
the Bracelet 2020, was relieved of 
her duties as she crowned Ward. 
Hensley now takes Miss Pride 
of NSU as her title to compete 
in the Miss Louisiana pageant. 
This year, coordinators of the 
pageant took COVID-19 restric- 
tions into account while con- 
ducting the rehearsals and_per- 
formance to ensure the safety 
of the contestants and audience. 

Yonna Pasch, director of student 
activities and organizations and 
University Programming Council 
advisor, directed the program. Pasch 
acted as a liaison between the Miss 
Louisiana Organization and the 
University Programming Council. 
“We actually not only had COVID 
restrictions and preparation for 
COVID protocols but we also had 
a three day delay due to the snow- 
storm that came through,” Pas- 
ch said. “It truly was an interest- 
ing year based on those issues.” 
Unless on stage by themselves, 
the candidates and workers of the 
pageant wore masks. In-person 
rehearsals were closed to except 
for essential members. Other re- 
hearsals were held over WebEx. 


Finding my own confidence has 
been hard, but I have found my 
go to style is wearing jeans and a 
T-shirt. This combo can feel stale, 
so I add an extra flare to my looks. 

To dress up jeans and shirt, try 
switching out your tennis shoes 
for something dressier like heels, 
boots or flats. Add some jewelry to 
your look and tuck in your shirt. If 
it’s cold, add a blazer to your outfit. 


Blazers from Goodwill are ele- 
gant, cheap and easy to style with 
jeans. There are multiple ways you 
can do this classic style. You can 
keep your look neutral with nudes 
or white shoes, adding gold jew- 


elry and accessories, or you can 
spark it up with all black attire. 

Step by step, Demons, you can 
start trying new outfits, looks and 
styles. This progression of your 
style can also help with your confi- 


The choreographer taught the 
candidates the opening number in 
the comfort of their own homes. 

The current Miss Louisiana, 
Courtney Hammons, acted as 
emcee of this year’s Lady of the 
Bracelet pageant, and as_ per- 
formed a number for the audience. 
“Courtney is wonderful. She was 
such a professional, so sweet and 
kind, and ready to sort of hop into 
any of those COVID protocols,” 
Pasch said. “She was aware of the 
process and the policies we have set 
forward. She was super easy to work 
with when it came to the show.” 
Sheridan Duet, a senior hospitality 
management and tourism and com- 
munications double major, watched 
the pageant through WebEx, and 
has attended the Lady of the Brace- 
let pageant for the last two years. 
“I actually know both of them, 
Madeleine and JirNecia, and I 
think they are going to both be 
great representatives for North- 
western and do a great job at 
Miss Louisiana at_ represent- 
ing our university,” Duet said. 
Both Hensley and Ward will be 
competing in the Miss Louisiana 
pageant this coming June. 


dence. Fashion is a wonderful way 
to show others the most authentic 
side of you so dress with confidence! 





Start with the classic jeans and T-shirt. 
Submitted photo. 
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Krista Hanson 
Viewpoints Editor 


As an English major at North- 
western State University, my 
dream is to one day work in a 
publishing company with authors 
getting books ready to be sold. Be- 
cause of their fast shipping and low 
prices, Amazon has become one of 
the most prominent companies 
for consumers to shop for books. 
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However, buying books’ on 
Amazon has been doing more 
harm for publishing compa- 
nies than buyers are aware of. 

Before we can get into why any of 
this matters, it’s important to talk 
about where people are getting 
their books. None of this would be 
an issue in the first place if Ama- 
zon didn’t make up the majority of 
book sales. The Atlantic conducted 
asurvey in March of 2014 that found 
Amazon controlled 64 percent of 
the online sales of printed books. 

In 2014, Forbes revealed and 
Amazon had a_ $5.25 billion 
annual publishing revenue 
while Penguin Random House, 
considered the biggest publishing 
house in the industry, made an 
annualrevenueof$3.3billiondollars. 


While Amazon’s revenue 
is rising, publishing houses 
like Penguin Random House 
have continually lost revenue. 

In a Vox article 
highlighting the biggest issues 


The Current Sauce is a_ student 
media outlet that strives to achieve civil 
engagement. The Current Sauce serves 
a crucial role on campus by covering the 
Northwestern State University and the 
Natchitoches community with news and 
information on student life, on and off 
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in the way Amazon sells books, 
Constance Grady wrote, “Amazon 
made a small change to the way it 
sellsbooks. Publishersareterrified.” 
When making a purchase on 
Amazon in the past, the buyer 
could just press add to cart without 
looking further into the details of 
the product. Buying books straight 
from Amazon meant a _ percent- 
age of the sale goes back to the 
publisher who can 
then pay the author. 
However, in 2017, Amazon 
changed their default seller when 
a customer clicks add to cart to 
whoever can pay the most mon- 
ey. These third-party sellers get 
the highest bid to become the 
default seller on Amazon, mean- 
ing none of the money from the 
sale goes back to the publisher. 
This ultimately means authors 
are also not being paid. Even 
the publishing companies are 
not sure how these third-par- 
ty sellers are getting their books, 
but in the end, the people who 
worked on the books are not be- 
ing compensated for it. Pushing 
third-party sellers doesn’t even 
account for the amount of work 
Amazon is doing to push books 
published under their company. 
So publishing companies are 
losing some money, why should 
we care? Amazon is a great re- 
source that offers delivery to 
almost anywhere. But not ev- 
erything is as great as it seems. 
Our first issue is if the default sell- 
er is out of stock of a certain book, 
it looks like the whole website is 
out of stock. While this seems like 
a minor inconvenience, ultimate- 
ly it makes it more difficult for 
customers to find what 
they’re looking for. 
Another issue is when publish- 
ers don’t make enough money they 
are less likely to release as many 


books, ultimately resulting in less 
books on the market entirely. Am- 
azon is also on a path to drive down 
the price of books in the long run. 
While up front, as a customer, 
cheaper books look great, this re- 
sults in it being hard for authors to 
make a living through publication. 
The less authors, the less books. 

The path Amazon is creating for 
publication will ultimately create 
lessbooksonthemarketandAmazon 
Publishing will be the only option. 

It’s easy to go on and on about 
the dreadful things Amazon has 
done to the world of publish- 
ing. As an avid reader and some- 
one excited to be a part of pub- 
lishing, I am now even more 
interested in what readers can 
do to help publishing companies 
and authors make their money. 

When buying books, the best 
way to make sure money is 
going back to the _ publish- 
ers is to buy from sources that 
guarantee profits are going back. 
This can include purchasing books 
from chain bookstores or buying 
them straight from the publishing 
company itself. Another way to help 
is to support individual authors 
you care about through possible 
side projects or events they hold. 

I know it’s easy to shop for books 
on Amazon for many reasons. 

If you do choose to buy books 


from Amazon, make _— sure 
your books are coming from 
Amazon itself. They buy their 
books from the publishing 
company while these third 
party sellers do not. If 
you make sure_ your’. books 


aren't coming from these third-par- 
ty sellers, you can help these 


companies pay their au- 
thors and produce more 
books for readers, like you. 
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All Demons, all in | 
NSU sports prepares to begin the new season 


Tyrenisha James 
Sports Reporter 


Northwestern State Universi- 
ty’s baseball, football and softball 
seasons are resuming after being 
postponed last fall. The men’s 
and women’s basketball teams, 
began playing last November. 


The Demons are not only ready 
to get back into action, they are 
ready to get back into action safely. 


According to Mike McCon- 
athy, the men’s basketball coach, 
COVID-19 has changed him as 


a coach in every imaginable way. 


“From players being missed, 
the way we traveled, the way we 
had to build a schedule based of 
the fact the season was back up 
by two weeks,” McConathy said. 
“We lost games and we had to 
go back and fill those games.” 


McConathy said all players must 
wear their masks, even in their 
dorms. The teams not only plays 
together but eat meals together 
when they travel for away games. 


“We don’t stop at restaurants, 
we pick up food and eat togeth- 
er as a team, either on the bus 
or when we get to the hotel in a 
meeting room,” McConathy said. 


There are regulations for those 
who attend the games. Due to the 
six feet apart rule implemented by 
the Center for Disease Control and 
Prevention, seating will be limited. 


“Yes, it’s limited to around 800 
to 900 people. It’s 25 percent 
room. You have to wear a mask at 
games,’ McConathy said. “They 
sold season tickets, but tickets are 
available to purchase at the game 
depending on seats’ availability.” 


The precautions that were be- 
ing taken during the __basket- 
ball season will be the founda- 
tion for the other sports teams. 


Athletic Director Greg Burke said 
the measures proved to work well. 


“IT think a lot of the measures for 
the most part that we made sure 
were in place and were instituted, 
starting with basketball season, 


will carry over to all the rest of our 
sports for this spring,” Burke said. 


Senior wide receiver Gavin 
Landry opened up about foot- 
ball season. After an accident 
his junior year, he said this sea- 
son was a blessing in disguise. 


“I actually tore my ACL on 
homecoming my junior year,” 
Landry said. “It kind of gave 
me a break to relax and to get 
my legs back underneath me.” 


Brad Laird, the head football 
coach, has high hopes for this sea- 
son despite the difficulties from 
COVID-19. Laird said COVID-19 
has made him a better coach. 


“As COVID-19 and this pan- 
demic has hit, it allowed us as 
coaches to utilize different tech- 
niques in coaching,” Laird said. 


All coaches are looking for- 
ward to watching their team in 
action. McConathy said they are 
looking to be able to compete. 


Laird said he is looking for- 
ward to watching his team run 
out on the field and compete. 


“They've worked so hard. Not 
only on the field, but they have 
worked just as hard off the field 
to able to be safe,” Laird said. 


The Demon football team will kick 
off their season playing against 
Lamar University on Feb. 20. 





Brad Laird, the head football 
coach, has high hopes for this 
season. 

Photo courtesy of nsudemons.com 


Soccer selected third in Southland Conference 
preseason poll 


By Bud Denega 
Sports Information Graduate 
Assistant 


NATCHITOCHES — The South- 
land Conference released its pre- 
season poll Thursday. North- 
western State was tabbed third 
behind preseason-favorite _La- 
mar and Abilene’ Christian. 


The Lady Demons collected 201 
points and one first-place vote. 
The Cardinals garnered 239 
points and 20 first-place votes, 
while the Wildcats reeled in 214 
points and three first-place votes. 


NSU is coming off a 13-8-1 sea- 
son. The Lady Demons round- 
ed into form during conference 
play, posting an 8-2-1 record. 


They won six of their final sev- 
en contests with the only loss 
occurring in the Southland 


Conference Tournament cham- 
pionship game against Lamar. 
The Lady Demons’ welcome 


back their top three goal-scor- 
ers and three key defensem- 
en that were recognized on the 
preseason All-Conference team. 


Along with claiming the con- 
ference tournament crown, La- 
mar also won last-season’s reg- 
ular-season title with a_ 10-1 
conference mark. Abilene Chris- 
tian tied with NSU for second. 


NSU begins the 2021 spring sea- 
son with a non-conference affair 
at Louisiana Tech on Feb. 3. Af- 
ter a non-conference game at 
Louisiana-Monroe on Feb. 6, the 
Lady Demons open conference 
play at Sam Houston on Feb. 
12. Northwestern State welcomes 
Nicholls in its first league home 
game of the season on Feb. 26. 
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Iberville Green’s stage to be named for 


Trinity Ford 
Reporter 


The stage on Iberville Green 
will be named The Seven Oaks 
Stage, after the first seven Black 
students who integrated North- 
western State University 56 years 
ago. The seven Black students are 
Steve Jackson, June Cofield, Doris 
Ann Roque-Robinson, Hynes J. 
Baptiste, James Johnson, Johnnyne 
Britton-Paige and Pearl Jones-Bur- 
ton. Seven oak trees will be erected 
around the stage to honor them. 

“We came up with the name 
because we felt that this would 
be a great way to honor the first 
Black students at NSU,” Stu- 
dent Body President Nick Hop- 
kins said. “These students were 
pioneers and are the ones who 
planted the seed of equality and 
inclusion that has allowed our 
university to grow and become the 
diverse institution we are today.” 

The request was submitted and 
approved by Student Government 
Association and will be presented to 
the University Naming Commitee 
for approval at the board meet- 


@thecurrentsauce 


@thecurrentsauce 


@thecurrentsauce 


NSU’s first seven 


ing near the end of this month. 
“I believe as an institution NSU 
has a history of exclusion and 
therefore, I believe this is a great 
first step in providing homage to 
the struggle of these students,” 
Vice President of Inclusion and 
Diversity Michael Snowden said. 

NSU officials are proud to make 
this big step in the campus’s history. 

“We are excited that this part 
of NSU’s history is celebrated as 
integral to our university’s her- 
itage and these first seven stu- 
dents are being honored with the 
naming of the Seven Oaks Stage,” 
Northwestern State | Universi- 
ty President Chris Maggio said. 

Hopkins feels this is a great 
first step in recognizing, hon- 
oring and celebrating the great 
diversity that the university 
showcases and is proud to be a 
small part in this recognition. 
Francis Conine, dean of stu- 
dents, said she is awed when she 
thinks about the courage and 
fortitude it took for these young 


Doyen a (-amels\iolsl-acelepeleneymelela 
imagination, your creativity, or 
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lack attendees 


men and women to lead the way 
in the deep South so long ago. 

“While our work is not done, 
these students truly paved the way 
for the rest of us,” Conine said. 





The stage on Iberville Green will be surrounded by seven oak trees. 
The trees represent the first seven Black students to graduate from NSU. 
Photo by China Brown. 
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Free COVID-19 testing offered to members of NSU 
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The Health Center is giving out 
free rapid coronavirus tests by 
appointments. One line means 
negative, two lines means a 
positive test. Submitted photo. 


Timothy Holdiness 
News Editor 


Northwestern State Univer- 
sity Health Services Center is 
providing free COVID-19 tests 
to all students, staff, and faculty. 

The Director of Health 
Service, Carla Walker, RN, re- 
quests that all students, faculty 
and staff who would like a free 
COVID-19 test to make an ap- 
pointment online at https://book- 
ings.nsula.edu/healthservices 
or by phone at (318)-357-5351. 

A mask is required to en- 
ter, then information will be re- 
corded by a student worker and 
vital signs will be logged. Re- 
sults are available about 15 min- 
utes after the rapid test and a 
few days after the laboratory test. 

The Health Center is open 
every Monday through Thursday 
from 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and ev- 


Painting class to be held Feb. 4, 25 


David West 
Director of Communications 


NATCHITOCHES - North- 
western State University’s Office 
of Electronic and Continuing Ed- 
ucation will offer a Pick Up Your 
Brush painting class on Thursday, 
Feb. 4 and 25 from 5:30 p.m. to 
8:30 p.m. on the second floor of 
South Hall. The fee is $45 per ses- 
sion. Each date is a separate session. 

In the class, participants will 
learn the art of painting using step- 
by-step instructions to create a mas- 
terpiece. Students will take home 
a completed painting at the end of 


every class. Participants will paint 
a Mardi Gras fleur de lis on Feb. 4 
and a cardinal birdhouse on Feb. 25. 

No special or prior skills 
are required. Children ages 7 - 12 
years old are allowed to enroll, but 
a parent must accompany the child 
the entire class. The parent does 
not have to enroll unless they par- 
ticipate. All supplies are included. 

For more information or to 
register for classes, go to checkout. 
nsula.edu or email ece@nsula.edu. 


ery Friday from 7:30 a.m. to noon. 
Disparate outcomes 

In Louisiana, several groups 
have seen a disproportionate re- 
sponse to the global pandemic. 
“COVID-19 has been partic- 
ularly devastating in the African 
American community because of 
high comorbidities such as diabe- 
tes and cardiovascular diseases,” 
activist Jamar Montgomery said. 
Montgomery, a former U.S. 
Senate candidate for Louisiana, 
went on to regard the lack of 
healthcare in Black communities. 
“Public health has been de- 
funded 


and many of these communi- 


in poorer communities 


ties are predominantly African 
said Montgomery. 
“There are much needed edu- 


American,” 


cational campaigns that build trust 
in healthcare infrastructure and 


reinforce the importance of health- 
care education,” Montgomery said. 

Montgomery said that peo- 
ple are not educated on how 
their choices and risky behav- 
iors affect their overall health, 
so for populations that were al- 
ready experiencing health dispar- 
ities, COVID-19 has exacperbat- 
ed the effects of those disparities. 

“We need to be educating chil- 
dren and families early on pre- 
ventive care and expanding the 
access to healthcare by utilizing 
Healthcare Navigators who can 
help the community get health 
insurance and utilize it,” he said. 

According to National Pub- 
lic Radio, health navigators as- 
sist people with the enrollment 
process for health plans on the 
federal 


insurance marketplace. 


NSU COVID-19 update as Feb. 02 
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From A.A. Fredericks Auditorium 
to bright Broadyway lights 
Holli’ Conway's story 


Lora Luquet 
Arts and Living Editor 


Holli’ Conway was complete- 
ly new to theater when she first 
started acting at Northwestern 
State University. Like every other 
experience in her life, she tackled 
her newfound love for acting and 
dancing with a strong work ethic. 

“IT think I put a lot of weight 
on vision and seeing your dreams 
way ahead of time, so I’m always 
challenging myself to think big- 
ger than I normally think and 
think bigger than my current sit- 
uation,’ Conway said. “So even 
though, yeah, I was in Natchi- 
toches, Louisiana, a small town, 
at NSU, I knew that I had those 
big dreams so that was my motiva- 
tion behind everything that I did.” 

In college, Conway juggled 
many different passions. Along 
with theater and pageantry, Con- 
way was on the track and field 
team, following in the footsteps 
of her father, Hollis Conway, 
a two-time Olympic medalist. 

“My dad, being an Olympian, 
being a world class high jumper, of 
course I wanted to continue on his 
legacy, but I was not nearly as good 
as my dad,” Conway said. “And 
I was passionate, I love sports, I 
love being athletic, and I think 
the work ethic and the mindset 
that I get from sports has carried 
over into theatre and pageants.” 


Conway, who — graduated 
from NSU magna cum laude in 
2016, was crowned Miss_ Loui- 
siana 2018 and was second run- 
ner-up for Miss America 2018. 

“Miss America was huge. I 
think Miss America was the biggest 
stage I had been on at that point in 
my life, and it did feel heavy,” Con- 
way said. “I felt like I was carrying 
my whole state with me, and I was 
representing my entire state, and I 
just wanted to make them proud.” 

Despite this pressure, Con- 
way was not afraid to push herself. 

“The song I sang, called ‘I 
Believe’ by Fantasia, the  rea- 
son I picked that song was be- 
cause it’s a declaration that I be- 
lieve in myself and that I know 
I can do this,” Conway § said. 

Most recently, Conway made 
her Broadway debut in 2019, cast as 
Ikette and an ensemble member for 
“Tina - The Tina Turner Musical.” 

“It was life changing. It was so 
much fun, especially because of the 
specific show I was in. I got extreme- 
ly close to my cast,” Conway said. “I 
couldn’t have chosen a better cast 
or a better show to make my Broad- 
way debut with. I learned a lot.” 

The most important aspect of 
her life is to inspire others and 
be inspired in return. Two of her 
biggest sources of inspiration are 
Faith Jenkins and Nita Whitak- 
er, two of the first Black women 
to be crowned Miss Louisiana. 

“T’m inspired when little kids 
come up to me and say they didn’t 
want to do theater until they saw 


that a Black girl could be success- 
ful in theatre, or they didn’t want 
to do pageants until they saw that 
a girl with natural hair could com- 
pete in a pageant,” Conway said. 
“Breaking down barriers for me 
breaks down barriers for people af- 
ter me, and that keeps me going.” 

Although she has faced chal- 
lenges as a Black woman, she 
wishes to use her platform to 
inspire other women like her 
to stand their ground and be 
who they are unapologetically. 

“Every time a Black woman 
has a huge accomplishment, she 
makes it easier for women that 
come after her,” Conway said. 
“In this time, with our current 
Black, Indian, woman vice presi- 
dent, and so much more happen- 
ing in the world, there’s so much 
going on that makes me _ proud 
to be a Black woman, and I just 
hope that my life reflects that.” 

Yonna Pasch, who worked with 
Conway through the Student The- 
atre Organization as well as the Lady 
of the Bracelet pageant, is proud to 
watch Conway’s accomplishments. 
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Holli’ Conway won Miss Louisiana in 2018. She is a graduate of 
CAPA. Photo by Chris Reich. 


“Of course, as a university em- 
ployee, we want all of our students 
to leave the comfort of Northwest- 
ern State and do great things, and 
knowing that Holli’ left and pur- 
sued her passion in theater as a 
singer, dancer, she performed on 
a cruise ship as well,” Pasch said. 
“Knowing that she took what she 
loved, and took that to a theater 
in New York City, it just makes 
us aS a university so proud to 
support and have helped develop 
the young lady that she is today.” 
In the meantime, Con- 

has returned to Louisiana. 
“A close friend of mine, Tyler 
Price, who was actually the cre- 
ator of the Make Your Own theater 
troupe that I was a part of while 
I was at NSU. He’s currently the 
high school theater teacher at Al- 
exandria High School, and he’s 
putting on a production of Foot- 
loose,” Conway said. “I came down 
a few months ago and put on a mas- 
terclass with him and helped him 
audition the show, and he asked 
me to come and choreograph it.” 


way 
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CAPA continues to work with the ongoing 


Mary Fletcher 


Reporter 
As a driving force for North- 
western State University since 1989, 
it’s not surprising that the Creative 
and Performing Arts department has 
pushed forward in spite of the cur- 
rent circumstances. The students and 
faculty have continued to find new 
ways to perform and exhibit work. 
For some productions, the process 
of streaming productions was second 
nature but for others it was a bit of 
a learning curve. Professor Scott Bur- 
rell, department head of CAPA, stated 
that while productions in Magale Re- 
cital Hall have always been streamed, 
streaming theater and dance produc- 
tions presented more of a challenge. 
“CAPA is really fortunate as well, 
to have the expertise of the faculty 
and staff in the New Media, Journal- 
ism and Communication Arts depart- 
ment to assist. They provided quite a 
lot of assistance recording our annual 
Christmas GALA so that we could offer 
to online to our patrons,” Burrell said. 
Burrell also said that productions 
would begin to be offered live again, 
albeit with a smaller audience size. 


“Our season is quite busy this 
spring with theater and dance per- 
formances, an opera, recitals, con- 
certs and guest artists,” Burrell said. 
“Students, faculty and staff have re- 
ally missed performing in front of a 
live audience, and even though the 
size of the audience is much small- 
er they are still excited to perform.” 

Professor Brett Garfinkel, head of 
the Department of Theatre and Dance, 
has stated that this semester will 
definitely be productive. The spring 
dance concert, titled “EMERGE”, 
and the musical “Working” will be 
offered to a limited live audience 
with streaming options available. 

However, the play “Bootycan- 
dy” will be rehearsed, performed 
and directed virtually. All shows 
will have a streaming option avail- 
able in Student Messenger for 
the duration of that show’s run. 

“Everything has changed; from 
the way we decide what shows are 
performed, how the rehearsal process 
is conducted, and additional mea- 
sures for the safety of the cast, crew 
and creative team,” Garfinkel said. 

Despite the current circum- 


NSU Professor Emeritus Dr. Bill Bryant dies at 84 


Kendall Caple 
Reporter 


Northwestern State Universi- 
ty professor emeritus in the Depart- 
ment of Fine and Graphic Arts Dr. 
Bill Bryant died at age 84 on Jan. 18. 

Bryant’s teaching career at NSU 
began in 1976, lasting almost 30 years 
before his retirement in 2004, ac- 
cording to his obituary on Blanchard 
St. Denis Funeral Home’s website. 

In addition to teaching in the 
classroom, Bryant-served as NSU’s co- 
ordinator of the art department -for sev- 
eral years and was constantly engaging 
with new spectrums of art and music. 

“He took NSU _ students on 
yearly summer painting trips to 
such places as Italy, Spain, Mexico, 
Nova Scotia, and one of his favor- 
ite art destinations, Ghost Ranch, 
New Mexico,” his obituary said. 


NSU design and _ photogra- 
phy professor Michael Yankow- 
ski said without Bryant’ there 
would be no- art department. 

“For the art department he was 
the main driving force when it came to 
getting our department accredited with 
the National Association of Schools 
of Art and Design,” Yankowski said. 
Bryant hired Yankowski 35 years ago. 

Collier Hyams, associate profes- 
sor of art and coordinator of gradu- 
ate studies for fine and graphic arts, 
knew Bryant as not only a colleague 
but as a family acquaintance be- 
cause Hyams’ father served in the 
Army at the same time as Bryant. 

“During his time in the Army, Dr. 
Bryant would run arts and crafts shops 
and teach art classes,” Hyams said. 

Bryant was a member of 
the Hoover Watercolor Society, 
a contributing cartoonist for the 


stances, non-theater and dance ma- 
jors still want to take a dance course. 

“Every semester, two non-ma- 
jor dance classes are offered. One 
semester is ballet and tap and the 
other is jazz and modern,” Garfin- 
kel said. If a student enjoys either of 
those courses Garfinkel suggests that 
the student add a minor in dance. 

Professor Terrie Sanders, inter- 
im head of the Department of Music 
also states this semester will be a pro- 
ductive one. The department will host 
50 recitals and concerts by students, 
faculty, ensembles and guest artists. 

“Many things have changed due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic, but what has 
not changed is the quality of education 
that students receive,” Sanders said. 
“Many classes have continued to meet 
face to face, but with smaller class siz- 
es with COVID-19 protocols in place.” 

Sanders said that some classes 
including private lessons have moved 
to a synchronous online platform. 

“This has been quite an adjust- 
ment for many as music is a very col- 
laborative experience and is best done 
in person,” Sanders said. “However, 
students and faculty have been creative 
and innovative so the music continues.” 

The Department of Fine and 
Graphic Arts department has also 


Natchitoches Times and an_ in- 
ductee into the Louisiana Folklife 
Center’s Hall of Master Folk Artists. 

“Dr. Bryant was always bringing 
new artistic opportunities to Natchi- 
toches,” Hyams said. “He was really en- 
gaged with the arts andthe community.” 

Bryant’s artistic legacy has left a 
permanent mark on Natchitoches, and 
he will be remembered for his immense 
talent, kindness and sense of humor. 

“He was a driving force in the 
community,” Yankowski said. “He 
taught all kinds of people, and had a lot 
of involvement in the art scene. He was 
just constantly out there making art.” 

According to Bryant’s obituary, a 
celebration of life event will happen lat- 
er in the year, “when people can safely 
be together again.” In lieu of flowers, 
the family requests donations in Bry- 
ant’s name to the Pulmonary Fibro- 
sis Foundation, 230 E. Ohio St., Suite 
500, Chicago, IL 60611; or pulmonary- 
fibrosis.org/ways-to-give/donate-now. 


had to adjust to the changes im- 
posed by the pandemic. However, 
Professor of Sculpture and Ceram- 
ics Matt DeFord remains optimistic. 

“lm looking forward to many 
things this year! Each morning, I look 
forward to getting to work. There I see 
the wonderful faculty I work with and 
the students we love,” DeFord said. 
“ T see the wonderful faculty I work 
with and the students we love. I look 
forward each day to make art with 
them and help them improve. Their 
creativity and talents inspire me!” 

DeFord’s advice to students who 
intend to pursue a career in art is to be 
consistent in your daily art creation. 

“Each day is new, celebrate it with 
personal expression,” DeFord said. 


Overall, the pandemic has 
caused many challenges but 
CAPA has continued to remain 


resilient in the face of adversity. 

CAPA students and faculty have 
continued to innovate and be creative 
in spite of the current circumstances. 

“All of us are looking forward to 
returning to some type of normalcy 
after the summer when most every- 
one will be vaccinated and COVID 
is a thing of the past,” Burrell said. 





Dr. Bill Bryant retired from the School 
of Creative and Performing Arts in 
2004. He served as the Coordinator 
of Visual Art. Photo courtesy Louisiana 
Folklife Center. 
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Black history should be celebrated all year 


round, not just February 
Growing up, history classes were dominated by 
white stories. Imagine only learning about Black peo- 
ple one month of the year. The only “black history” that 
is ever learned in school outside of the month of Febru- 
ary was centered around slavery and Harriet Tubman. 
While these are important topics for students to learn 
about, Black people contributed to American history so 
much more than any of us have ever learned in a classroom. 
The idea that Black history is a separate entity from Amer- 
ican history is misleading at its best, and racist at its worst. 
Rather than having one month a year to _ cele- 
brate influential black figures, black history should in- 
stead be integrated into the American school curriculum. 
By constraining the celebration of Black history to one 
month of the year, we are constraining progress. Black history 
is happening around us every day. It’s time to recognize Black 
achievement as it’s happening rather than only in reflection. 
During the initial celebration of Black 
History Month, this was an opportunity to honor the 
too-often neglected accomplishments of Black Americans. 
But even thirty years later, this has now turned into 
something less celebratory. Black stories are pushed 
aside to extracurricular courses and simply  Febru- 
ary. It has become an excuse for people to not both- 
er learning about black history any other time of the year. 
Black history should be sought after in 
all classrooms, not just at home. Black history should 
be all year round, not on the shortest month of the year. 
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Paris climate agreement 
is the future 


Serena Bonnette 
Opinions Columnist 


According to a White House 
press release, President Joe Biden 
signed an executive order for the 
United States to rejoin the Par- 
is Agreement on Jan. 20. In 
2017, former President Donald 
Trump made the decision to pull 
the United States away from the 
agreement, although, according 
to British Broadcasting Corpo- 
ration news, this was not formal- 
ly done until Nov. of last year. 

The Paris Agreement was 
drafted in 2015 as an effort to 
globally strengthen the fight 
against climate change. It is the 
first universal, legally binding cli- 
mate agreement. The main goal 
of the agreement is to keep the 
global temperature growth below 
2 degrees Celsius, with efforts 
to limit the future temperature 
increase to 1.5 degrees Celsius. 

Along with legally binding 
the agreeing countries, the agree- 
ment’s goal is to aid the less de- 
veloped countries that are putting 
in the effort. According to Shyla 
Raghav of Convservation.org, this 
is the first climate agreement that 
includes underdeveloped coun- 
tries as well as developed ones. 

One of the major concerns of 
the Paris Climate Agreement for 
United States citizens is its effect 
on the economy. According to the 
American Petroleum Institute, the 
oil and fossil fuel industry supports 
10.3 million jobs and eight per- 
cent of the nation’s gross domestic 
product. According to the Unit- 
ed Nations, the oil and fossil fuel 
industries are responsible for at 
least 25 percent of global heating. 

The Paris Agreement legally 
abides countries to work toward 
clean, renewable energy, which will 
significantly affect the petroleum 


industry. Although jobs with fossil 
fuels will be lost, the replacement 
of those jobs can come from the 
renewable energy source market. 

With a strong agreement, 
all countries involved will be 
working towards the same goal. 

This levels the playing field 
and will create a market for clean 
renewable energy. This market, if 
the United States plays the cards 
right, can be a booming industry 
that does not destroy the earth. 

The United States rejoining 
the Paris Agreement is a vital role 
in the effort to fight climate change. 

According to the UN’s web- 
site, the agreement does not rely 
on one country’s participation. 

The United States is one of the 
most powerful, wealthy and devel- 
oped countries in the world. It is 
our duty and responsibility to rejoin 
the UN’s efforts because we have 
the influence over underdeveloped 
and smaller developed countries. If 
the United States takes the initia- 
tive those countries will follow suit. 

This is a great idea. Most of 
the time I disagree with send- 
ing money off to foreign coun- 
tries but when it comes to aid 
for climate change, it is vital. 

The U.S. entering the Par- 
is Agreement is important in the 
efforts to help reduce the carbon 
footprint we have left on the world. 

Climate change is getting 
worse every year. It is our duty, 
as United States citizens, to be 
leaders in the fight against cli- 
mate change in order to make 
the world a more livable place. 
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Amanda Gorman, The Nation’s First Youth Poet Laureate 
“Not Broken But Simply Unfinished” 
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Gorman doesn’t sugarcoat the reality we live in and the fear that the political climate has created the 


last couple years. Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff CC BY 2.0. 


Krista Hanson 
Viewpoints Editor 


In “How a 22-year-old L.A. 
native became Biden’s inaugura- 
tion poet,” Amanda Gorman told 
Los Angeles Times’ Julia Barajas 
about her time writing the poem 
that she later recited for the pres- 
ident. Gorman wrote her poem 
in a “pandemic-induced solitude” 
where she created her own his- 
soundtrack with music 
from “The Crown,” “Lincoln,” 
“Darkest Hour” and “Hamilton.” 

Gorman, also inspired by 
the storming of the U.S. Capitol, 
wrote a statement discussing the 


torical 


harsh history of our country and 
how she hopes her poem will in- 
spire: “America is messy. It’s still 


in its early development of all 
that we can become. And I have 
to recognize that in the poem. I 
can’t ignore that or erase it. And 
so I crafted an inaugural poem 
that recognizes these scars and 
these wounds. Hopefully, it will 
move us toward healing them.” 

In short, Gorman’s poem is in- 
spiring. She writes about her expe- 
riences from a citizen’s perspective 
that is meant to create a relatable 
base. Gorman doesn’t sugarcoat the 
reality we live in and the fear that 
the political climate has created the 
last couple years. Despite the scary 
facts, Gorman’s view on an unfin- 
ished country is one that is hopeful. 

I began getting interested in 
politics in 2015 during my fresh- 
man year of high school. The 


country was in the middle of a 
heated debate about the 
president. My high school put on a 


future 


mock election with students dress- 
ing up as the presidential candi- 
dates and other political figures. 
The whole school gathered 
this voted with- 
in our fake states and ultimately 


for election, 
our pretend Trump won. While 
none of it felt real, most students 
not being old enough to vote any- 
way, it created some very real po- 
litical tensions among _ students. 

This 
creates of being “heirs / of such a 


picture that Gorman 


terrifying hour” felt very real all 
of a sudden. I feared if our mock 
election showed our future, what 
was going to happen to us. Four 


years have passed, and _ experi- 





encing President Trump’s Amer- 
ica, my fears never went away. 

After hearing Gorman’s pos- 
itive attitude about our future, I 
have become less fearful. She made 
a good point, this is not the end and 
we re not striving for perfection just 
something better. I know I want to 
do what I can to make this a better 
world and that starts right at home. 
We make love our legacy and be- 
gin the journey to a better country. 

It’s this resilient spirit that 
will grows when we're grieve, hope 
when were hurt and try when 
we're tired that will continue us 
past the “never-ending shade.” A 
future that reflects us as people and 
the things we love about one anoth- 
er, not the things that divide us. 
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My first Black superhero 


Trinity Velazquez 
Editor in Chief 


For Black History Month, I 
asked everyone on the Current Sauce 
staff to write about a Black person 
they admire. I was originally going 
to honor Ruby Bridges, but I want- 
ed this series to be very personal. 

I started thinking about the 
Black heroes I have when I got a 
phone call from my dad. I hadn’t 
heard from him in a while so when I 
answered the phone I was expecting 
a catch-up conversation. Instead, he 
fussed at me for something he had 
told me not to do. He hung up on 
me and I was upset the rest of the 
night, but he called me later and 
we both apologized to each other. 

It made me realize how 
lucky I am to have the dad I have 
when some people don’t have 
a dad at all. As a Black man, 
he is someone I greatly admire. 

My dad is my invisible hero, 
but I will never tell him how 
much I appreciate and adore him 
because he will say something 
to make it seem like my appre- 
ciation for him doesn’t matter. 

My dad is hard to be around 
sometimes. His expectations are 
sky high, and it feels like every- 
thing I do will never be enough and 
maybe it won’t. Maybe everything 
is enough and it’s all in my head. 

My dad worked two jobs my 
whole childhood to get my broth- 
ers and I through school. During 
the day, he worked as a glorified 
receptionist at a law firm. During 
the night, he worked at a ho- 


tel as the front desk receptionist. 
He quit the hotel job my sopho- 
more year of college but eventu- 
ally went back until COVID-19 
caused him to be laid off for good. 
My dad’s sleep schedule was slim 
to none, but he always made sure 
to sit at the table every night for 
dinner and ask about our days. He 
always made conversation and I 
could only tell he was tired when 
he had huge bags under his eyes. 
I want to tell him I still pray 
for his safety every night before 
I go to sleep even though I know 
now that he’s sleeping in his bed 
next to my stepmom. He doesn’t 
have to drive into the city to work 
at the hotel anymore. I was always 
scared he would be hurt because I 
knew he was tired when he drove. 
Working two jobs is hard and 

I will never forget that he did 
that. But the thing about a par- 
ent working more than one job 
is their children never get to see 
them. My dad made sure I got to 
see him. And I saw him every day. 
My Mamacita, I could write a 
whole novel on what I’ve learned 
from my stepmother over the years. 
The thing I’ve learned the most is 
the lesson she never had to teach 
me: I am capable of being chosen for 
such an unconditional type of love. 
She chose to love me even when 

I thought loving her would never 
be a possibility. She chose me as 
her daughter. I know God has cho- 
sen to love me and I’m eternally 
grateful of that, but Mamacita will 
let me sit in the kitchen while she 
cooks even though everyone in our 
house knows that’s her “me time.” 
Being chosen to be loved uncon- 
ditionally by someone means some- 
one talking to you while they do 


the thing that brings them peace. 
My dad, I want to be like him 
so bad. I want his personality and 
the way he can easily start a con- 
versation. I have seen the way peo- 
ple get excited when he enters a 
room. I get excited when he gets 
home too. I will never tell him 
how interesting I think he is be- 
cause I know he won't believe me. 
My dad is very hard on my sib- 
lings, just as hard as he is with me. 
He graduated from the University 
of New Orleans with two bachelor’s 
degrees in business and marketing. 
If he hadn’t had me, I think he 
would have been so successful. At 
21, I’m sure he could have tak- 
en on anything in the world with 
one hand tied behind his back. 
But he put his life on hold to make 
sure that I had one to fulfill. He 
held my hand to make sure I had a 
world to grow up in. He held back 
his curiosity so I could explore mine. 
Don’t get me a wrong, I said he 

is a pain to be around and he is. He 
is the most dramatic person I’ve 
ever known, and he is so extremely 
loud that I think he has hearing 
problems because there is no way 
that a person can be so loud and 
so fast in a normal conversation. 
His expectations are so high I[ 
was scared to tell him that I got 
the Editor-in-Chief position be- 
cause I was afraid that he would 
think it wasn’t good enough. 
I’m never going to tell him that 
my confidence comes from the way 
he always told me how cute of a 
kid I was or how much he loved 
me. I’m never going to admit that I 
consider my little sisters to be the 
luckiest girls in the world because 
they can cuddle with their dad 
at night and fall asleep with him 





on the couch without him being 
scared that he will be late for work. 

I know for a fact that he would 
say something sarcastic and tell me 
that I need to stop acting like my life 
was so tragic because my parents di- 
vorced. But I think deep down, way 
deep down, he would believe me. 

My dad taught me to be confi- 
dent in myself, to make sure I 
saw my potential so others would 
see it too. Just from watching 
him get home from work to go to 
sleep to go back to work taught 
me perseverance and that taking 
care of your family is everything. 

I don’t think my dad reads any 
of my work so I doubt he will see 
this, but I hope in some way that 
he knows I think these things 
about him. I hope he believes me. 
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Trinity and her dad Theron pose 
for a funny photo. 
Photo by Trinity Velazquez. 
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Esports come to NSU 





The Esports arena will provide opportunities for gamers to participate in 
intramurals. Photo by Chris Reich. 


Trinity Velazquez 
Editor in Chief 


Northwestern State University 
has opened the NSU Esports Arena in 
the Friedman Student Union. Due to 
COVID-19, officials are taking caution 
in the planning of the official opening. 

Coordinator of Competi- 
tive Sports, Chance Creppel, said 
hours are currently 1 pm. to 9 
p.m. on Monday through Thurs- 
day. 1 p.m. to 6 p.m. every Friday 
and 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. every Sunday. 

“The computers are strictly for 
gaming use,” Creppel said. “However, 
if a student wanted to do something 
other than gaming on their own lap- 
top, they are more than welcome to 
hook up to the student internet and 
hangout in one of the lounge areas 
to do homework, watch videos, etc.” 

President of Gamers’ Guild, Jayce 
Gentry,saidheisexcitedaboutthearena. 

“It’s incredible seeing something 
that has been talked about across cam- 
pus for so long come to fruition in 
such a cool way,” Gentry said. “Just 
the other night I went into it and it 
was a very surreal experience being 
able to step foot in it after all the plan- 
ning. The room itself is incredible 
as well and is decorated very nicely.” 


The Esports arena will pro- 
vide opportunities for gamers 
to participate in  intramurals. 


“The plan is to host leagues 
tournaments that — students 
participate in through- 


and 
can 


out the semester,” Creppel said. 

Gentry said that Gamers’ 
Guild and the Esports arena will 
have a symbiotic — relationship. 

“Due to Gamers’ Guild being ca- 
sual and the NSU Esports team being 
more competitive, we can cross-pro- 
mote for each other in amazing ways,” 
Gentry said. “If someone attending 
our meetings is interested in compet- 
itive gaming, we can introduce him 
to Chance and the Esports guys.” 

For those interested in Gamers’ 
Guild, meetings are currently held 
online due to the pandemic but when 
in person meetings can be held again, 
they will take place Thursday nights in 
the Student Union Ballroom at 6 p.m. 

“If someone comes to Chance 
looking for somewhere to play cards 
or board games, or something more 
casual, then he’ll send them our way,” 
Gentry said. “Our Discord servers 
are also going to contain links to the 
other in them, so we'll share a user- 
base of on-campus gamers as well.” 

Students can keep updated on 
any changes to the times the Es- 
ports lab will be operational through 
following @NSUesports on  In- 
stagram, Twitter and Facebook. 








NUP.COM. Photo by Chris Reich. 


Tyrenisha James 
Sports Reporter 
Northwestern State Universi- 
ty’s running team has begun training 
for the We Run This Town 5K race. 
According to Kaitlyn Hamm, the 
assistant director of Wellness Fitness 
Assessment Lab Services, the team 
started their training from level zero. 
“We take it from running a minute 
and walking a minute. To building on 
that two to three days a week for 6 weeks 
leading up to the 5k,” Hamm said. 
Hamm said she created a Couch to 
5k program that was based on a program 
she completed in her early twenties. 
La’ Dreaca Green, junior criminal 
justicemajor, saidshejoinedtherunning 
team in hopes of getting back in shape. 
“I love to run. I figure it 
would be a great way to get back 
to what I love doing,” Green said. 
Green said the practices are pre- 
paring her for the upcoming race. 
“Each day I_ get better,” 
Green said. “I am able to run lon- 
ger than I was able to a week ago.” 
The rowing team is_ run- 
ning alongside the running team. 
According to Jason Stelly, the row- 
ing coach and assistant director for in- 
tramurals and club sports, their season 
is being pushed back due to COVID-19. 
“What we are doing is just try- 
ing to integrate some cross-training 
with them,” Stelly said. “That usual- 
ly involves running. Instead of them 
running generically we just decided 
to let them join the running club.” 
Stelly said he received 
mixed reactions from his team. 
“Some of the kids either love 
running, and they take advan- 
tage of it,” said Stelly. “Others 


The 5K race is being held on Feb. 27. 


NSU Track prepares for 5K race 
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Pre-registration is RUNSIG- 


are kind of dragging around be- 
cause they are just not runners.” 

Hamm said this is not the first 5k 
hosted by The Wellness, Recreation, 
Activity Center but is the first 5K host- 
ed by the WRAC’s fitness department. 

“Intramurals hosta5K almostevery 
fall and spring semester,” Hamm said. 

Hamm said the _ intramurals 
and the fitness department decid- 
ed to come together to host the 5K. 

“This year Yonna’s_ depart- 
ment decided they weren’t going to 
do the 5K,” Hamm said. “So, the 
intramurals assistant director and 
I decided we would come _ togeth- 
er and let the fitness department 
and intramurals host it together.” 

The race is open to all mem- 
bers of the NSU community as well 
as the public and is beginner friend- 
ly. “You could walk the whole 5K 
or you can run the whole 5K. Or 
you can run, walk,” Hamm. said. 

The path of the 5K is unde- 
termined. “Tm working with Run 
Wild, that is a company based 
out of Shreveport and Alexan- 
dria,” said Hamm. “They put up 
the big, huge start and finish line. 

They map out the course. They 
run the whole thing and time it. 
“Hamm said she is excited because 
she’s been a runner for years.“It’s 
a wonderful opportunity to be in 
the position I am,” Hamm. said. 

“To be able to bring it to stu- 
dents who may not have a love for 
running yet and are going to able to 
find through running this race or 
running in the running club.”The 5K 
race is being held on Feb. 27. You can 
pre-register at RUNSIGNUP.COM. 
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Trinity Velazquez 
Editor in Chief 
Brianna Corley 
Copy Editor 

Lora Luquet 

Arts and Living Editor 


The demolition of Dodd Hall, 
a residence dormitory built in 
1958, began in early January and 
will be completed by the end of this 
spring. New facility plans for Dodd 
Hall are not definite, but the area 
will be a green space for students. 

“Dodd Hall is being demol- 
ished and will create a green space 
for Students with the opportunity 
for future development,” North- 
western State University President 
Dr. Chris Maggio said. “Over the 
past several years, we have studied 
the feasibility of renovating the 
building for use as a residence hall 
or other initiatives, but the cost of 
renovations with the age and make- 
up of the building was prohibitive.” 

With funding from the State 
of Louisiana to demolish old fa- 
cilities, NSU took the opportu- 
nity to demolish the _ building 
that has been vacant for years. 

“With its proximity to the Stu- 
dent Union and in a central part 
of campus, we will convert this 
immediately to a green space with 
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benches and we will continue to 
study future use of this area in the 
NSU Strategic Plan,” Maggio said. 

Jennifer Kelly, director of uni- 
versity affairs, said she talked to the 
contractor and most of the build- 
ing will be knocked down by the 
end of the week if there is no rain. 

“Y'm glad they’re doing it. I 
think, if it’s not going to be used, 
and it’s in the way, and something 
else can be there, then they should 
just tear it down and build some- 
thing new,” Adam Stampley, a ju- 
nior communications major, said. 

“As long as theyre repur- 
posing the land, I think that’s 
fine, for something to help us, 
at least,” Willie Gosey III, a se- 
nior music business major, said. 

Many projects have been 
completed in the last four years. 
Maggio said much of this be- 
gan with conversations with 
students, faculty and staff. 

“First, we created the Iberville 
Green and Stage to have another 
outdoor venue, we finished con- 
struction on the Library Project. 
The first floor now houses Café 
DeMon, Testing Center, Computer 
lab and Academic Success Center 
which includes academic advising, 
academic success, tutoring, dis- 
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“I'm hoping someday that some 
kid, black or white, will hit more 
home runs than myself. Whoever it 
is, I'd be pulling for him.” 


Dodd Hall demolition makes way for the future 





The demolition of Dodd Hall is surounded by orange tape and con- 
strution workers. Photo by China Brown. 


ability services, etc,” Maggio said. 

The next projects were mov- 
ing the bookstore from the stu- 
dent union, adding Chik-fil-A 
and the crosswalk. The new- 
est completed project is the 
opening of the Esports Arena. 

“We updated the AA Fred- 
erick’s Fine Arts Auditorium,” 
Maggio said. “We have done sev- 
eral street projects: Sam Sibley 
Drive from University Parkway 
to the intersection by the Student 
Union, Caspari Drive from the 
Student Union. Athletics have 
been able to improve several facili- 
ties. Also, we added an elevator in 
the Teacher’s Education Center.” 


Dean of Students Frances 
Conine said that she is excited be- 
cause the demolition of Dodd Hall 
means NSU is moving and changing. 

“All universities have 
to erow, Conine said. 

Maggio said NSU will tear 
down Caddo Hall and Prudhomme 
Hall once the Louisiana School for 
Math, Science and the Arts com- 
pletesthe dormsoncampusnextyear. 

“We are completing architec- 
tural drawings for a future new ac- 
ademic building on campus. Fund- 
ing has not been finalized, but 
exciting that the process continues 
to move forward,” Maggio said. 
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Moonlight, 2016: the struggle finding 
acceptance within ourselves 


Kendall Caple 
Reporter 


Only four short years ago 
Barry Jenkins’ film “Moon- 
light” famously won the Acade- 
my Award for best picture at the 
2017 Oscars over “La La Land.” 

A film told in three acts, 
“Moonlight” follows the life of 
Chiron, a Black gay man, from 
his adolescence to his young 
adulthood. As the film explores 
the separate stages of Chiron’s 
life, the character is portrayed 
harmoniously by three separate 
actors: Alex Hibbert, Ashton 
Sanders and Trevante Rhodes. 

Growing up in a _ poor, 
drug-ridden neighborhood in 
Miami and dealing with con- 
stant emotional and _ physi- 
cal abuse at the hands of his 
drug addicted mother, Paula, 
Chiron navigates his lone- 
liness, masculinity, sexuali- 
ty and empathy through the 
varying stages of his being. 
Chiron finds solace in Juan, 
a drug-dealer and father-fig- 
ure who encourages him to 
keep his head above water. 

Undergoing tremendous 
amounts of pain, neglect and 
bullying through the stages of 
his life, by the film’s end Chiron 
finds a sense of freedom as he 
finally comes to an understand- 
ing of himself and the world. 

The entire cast of “Moon- 
light” provides the film with 
emotionally-weighted _ perfor- 
mances that make its world 
feel natural and real. The 
lens through which Jenkins 
captures the film treats the 
audience as a confidant and 
the hidden cast member. The 





Moonlight’s main character Chiorn 
goes through many obstacles throu- 
ghut the film. Photo by A24. 


storytelling of “Moonlight” 
is also furthered through the 
body language of the char- 
acters, their eyes, fleeting 
touches and consistent blue 
hue of the film’s atmosphere. 

“Moonlight” is a film that 
emphasizes the importance 
of discovering identity and 
the struggle that often comes 
with finding acceptance in not 
only ourselves but in society. 

One of the major strug- 
gles of being human is how 
we often feel forced to conduct 
ourselves in ways we think 
the world expects us to be- 
have. Jenkins’s “Moonlight” 
is an intense and emotional 
film that allows us to not only 
to witness the evolution of a 
young, Black gay man who 
comes to embrace himself but 
also forces us to acknowledge 
our own vulnerabilities and 
find acceptance in ourselves. 

Above all, “Moonlight,” 
goes beyond being a film, it is an 
exploration and understanding 
of life. Its an honor to know 
Chiron and grow with him. 


“Moonlight” is cur- 
rently available to be 
watched on Netflix. 


Demons reflect on an unconventional 


break 


Mary Fletcher 
Reporter 


Our Demon family has 
returned from winter break 
well-rested and ready to take 
on another semester. Though 


holiday traditions such as 
the Natchitoches Christ- 
mas Festival remained rel- 


atively unchanged, the pan- 
demic put a certain level of 
restriction on how the fes- 
tive season was celebrated. 

“I talked to several stu- 
dents who let me know that 
it was more ‘low key than 
in the past,” Northwest- 
ern State University Presi- 
dent, Dr. Chris Maggio said. 

Many members of the 
NSU community adhered 
to the COVID-19  proto- 
cols and generally only at- 
tended small — gatherings. 

Maggio stated __ students 
were able to enjoy more qual- 
ity time with family as a re- 
sult of the current circum- 
stances. Maggio believes 
winter break was successful 
for faculty and students alike. 

However, many  inter- 
national students were not 
allowed to go home and 
see their families like they 
were in previous years. 

Diana Marcela Merca- 
do Garcia, a freshman pursu- 
ing two degrees in fine and 
graphic arts and dance, said 
she spent her winter break 
in Natchitoches because she 
could not be with her fam- 
ily in her home _ country. 

“At least my brother, who 
is living in Texas, traveled from 
there to be with me so I did not 





Early this year, campus was 
covered in snow. Photo by Trinity 
Velazquez. 


have to spend my first holidays 
in the U.S. alone,” Garcia said. 

In spite of the _ restric- 
tions, Garcia was grateful 
to be able to celebrate the 
holidays with her brother. 

Even with the restrictions 
in place, some students and fac- 
ulty were still able to travel for 
the holidays. Dr. Rondo Keele, 
associate professor at the Lou- 
isiana Scholars’ College, was 
able to visit his in-laws in Egypt. 

“It was a bit crazy fly- 
ing with the COVID precau- 
tions in place, more paper- 
work and more _ discomfort 
than usual,” Keele © said. 

Even though he jumped 
through more than a_ few 
hoops to get there, he said his 
visit to Egypt was worthwhile. 

In spite of the current 
circumstances, NSU students 
were able to celebrate the hol- 
iday season as they knew how. 
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A letter to the biggest boss 





Ross’ music sounded like he was 
talking directly to me. It was like 


he was raising me. The Come Up Show 
from Canada, CC BY 2.0, via Wikimedia 
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Outside of life itself, 
teaching me how to grow 
into a man was the one and 
only Rick Ross. I’ve looked 
up to Ross since I was a child 
because I lacked consistency 
from my biological father. 

Of course, there is not 
only one person I would say 
I look to as a role model but 
when I talk about the most 
inspiring person, Ross is the 
one that hits home the most. 

He was more than and 
still 
one I admire. This man 


is more than some- 


The Current Sauce is a_ student 
media outlet that strives to achieve civil 
engagement. The Current Sauce serves 
a crucial role on campus by covering the 
Northwestern State University and the 
Natchitoches community with news and 
information on student life, on and off 
campus. We provide a safe place for student 
opinions to be published and conversations 
to start. 

The opinions featured on this page 
are not the opinions of the staff members, 
nor the opinion of The Current Sauce as a 
whole. This page is for student opinions. 
All submitted pieces must be approved 
by the Editor in Chief. The purpose of the 
Viewpoints page is to let students share their 
beliefs and opinions without fear of scrutiny 
or disrespect. The Current Sauce welcomes 
all opinions and encourages students to 
speak up about the issues that they care 
about. 


To submit an opinion piece, email 
@thecurrentsauce@gmail.com 





is a father figure to me 
emotionally and mentally. 

Ross is a rapper, song- 
writer, entrepreneur and 
record executive. He owns a 
plethora of different things 
with his most public ven- 
ture being Wing Stop. One 
of his nick names, “Lem- 
on Pepper Don” originates 
from his love of that flavor 
of wings from Wing Stop. 


The main nick- 
name he has_ earned 
is “The Biggest Boss.” 


Ross has displayed the 
utmost consistency, deter- 
mination, class, style and 
resilience over his career. 

I have always felt like 
he represented what a qual- 
ity man is supposed to be. 
I would say I have grown 
up to be mature, indepen- 
dent and versatile. I’m also 
ageressive, dark, angry and 
stubborn due to the environ- 
ment and city that Iam from. 

I was just a kid. I was 
forced to learn how to sur- 
vive rather than live, accept 
rather than be happy, sit in 
confusion and figure things 
out on my own. There was 
nobody to properly raise me. 

One day in early middle 
school I came across an iPod. 





The playlist consisted of only 
“The Boss.” The first time 
I heard his music was on 
the way to football practice. 

Ross’ music sounded like 
he was talking directly to me. 
It was like he was raising me. 

Although his music is 
quality for all, I just knew 
that he was worthy of be- 
ing somebody that I admire. 

Music was not the only 
inspiration I received from 
Ross. I would watch his 
interviews all day. I start- 
ed to tell everybody in my 
city that he was my uncle 
because he instilled every- 
thing about me. Ross taught 
me how to move. He taught 
me morals, principles and 
respect. He taught me how 
to be a boss and how to do it 
with consistency and style. 

Ross and I will meet 
one day and build a great 
relationship as well as 
make a lot of money togeth- 
er. The number of ques- 
tions that I will ask will 
blow his mind. I want to 
learn so much and bring as 
much to the table as I can. 

Ross is a legend. He will 
forever have a place in my 
heart and my admiration. 
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Women’s basketball to play University of the 
Incarnate Word Cardinals 





Guard Alexia Marsh dribbles down the 


court.Photo by Chris Reich. 

Tyrenisha James 

Sports Reporter 
Northwestern State 

University women’s | bas- 


ketball team played against 
Houston Baptist Uni- 
versity Huskies on Feb. 
6 at Prather Coliseum. 


Demons fin- 
ished the game with 
a final score of 36-71. 

According to a press 
release on  nsudemons. 
com, “A solid defensive ef- 
fort through the first three 
quarters for Northwestern 
State provided the chance 
for the first win of the sea- 
son. Frustratingly, the of- 
fense wasn’t up to the task 
as the Lady Demons lost 
to Houston Baptist 71-36 
on Saturday afternoon.” 

The Demons return to 
action Feb. 10 against the 
Incarnate Word Cardinals at 
Prather Coliseum at6:30p.m. 


The 


Women's volleyball team to play Texas A&M 


University 


Tyrenisha James 
Sports Reporter 
Northwestern State wom- 
en’s volleyball team played 
against Sam Houston State 
University Bearkats on Feb. 
4 at Johnson Coliseum. The 
Demons finished the game 
with a final score of 0-3. 
According to a press 
release on  nsudemons. 
com, “Northwestern State 
couldn’t find the rhythm on 
offense to combat the slug- 
gers on the opposite side of 
the net Thursday night, fall- 
ing to Sam Houston in a 3-0 


(25-13, 25-17, 25-13) sweep 
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The Lady Demons played against 
Sam Houston at Johnson Colise- 


um.Photo by DJ Shafer. 
to open conference play.” 
The Demons _ return 


to action Feb. 11 to play 
against Texas A&M Uni- 
versity-Corpus Chris- 
ti Islanders at  Prath- 
er Coliseum at 6:30 p.m. 





Women’s basketball defeated by University of 


Central Arkansas 


Guard Osha a Cummings holds down . 
her play. Photo courtesy of UCA Athletics. 
Tyrenisha James 
Sports Reporter 
Northwestern State Uni- 
versity women’s basketball 
team played against the Uni- 
versity of Central Arkansas 
Bears on Sat. Jan. 30 at Far- 
ris Center in Conway, AR. 
The Demons ended the game 
with a final score of 39-71. 


Men's basketball secures eulck stral aht win 


Tyrenisha James 
Sports Reporter 
Northwestern State Uni- 
versity Demons men’s bas- 
ketball team played against 
University of Central Arkan- 
sas Bears on Jan. 30 at Farris 
Center in Conway, AR. The 
Demons topped the board 
with a final score of 81-77. 
According to a press re- 
lease on nsudemons.com, 
Dalin Williams sparked 
the Northwestern State 
men’s basketball team off 
the bench and then made 
the biggest charge by a De- 
mon this season. Williams’ 
actions helped seal the De- 
mons’ 81-77 Southland Con- 


“The girls came _ out 
strong, really focused and 
shooting well, I thought we 
came out and found that 
confidence we were look- 
ing for early, just went dry 
there in that second quar- 
ter,” First year Head Coach 
Anna Nimz said in a press 
release from mnsudemons. 
com. “I also think we started 
to rush shots there instead 
of running some sets and 
creating for themselves.” 

The Lady Demons will 
be in Prather Coliseum for 
their next game on Feb. 6 
at 1:00 p.m. where they will 
go head-to-head with the 
Houston Baptist huskies. 
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The Demons won ragainet a Central 
Arkansas Bears. Photo by Chris Reich. 


ference victory and gave 
NSU its third straight win. 
The Demons return to action 
on Feb. 10 when the team 
will travel to play against 
the University of the Incar- 
nate Word Cardinals. Tipoft 
for NSU’s trip to the Alice 
P. McDermott Convocation 
Center is set to play for 7 p.m. 
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Staff Report 
NSU was hit with severe snow 
the week of Feb. 15 to Feb. 19, which 
caused problems across the city of 
Natchitoches and the campus itself. 
“It is anticipated that this area 
could experience extremely cold tem- 
peratures with wintry mix over the 
next several days. We will continue to 
monitor local conditions and keep you 
updated if weather conditions impact 
university operations next week,” 
Northwestern State University Presi- 
dent Dr. Chris Maggio said in a press 
release sent out to students on Feb. 12. 
NSU was set to resume in per- 
son classes on Wednesday, Feb. 17 but 
due to the severe weather, was forced 
to make the rest of the week virtual. 
On Feb. 15, Maggio sent out 
another press release that stated all 
classes on all NSU campuses, face- 
to-face, HyFlex and online, would 
be held virtually due to wintry 
weather conditions and icy roads. 
Housing on campus was also 
impacted. All residence halls were 
without power and water, and stu- 
dents on campus were advised to 
seek shelter in Iberville Dining Hall 
because it was the only place near 
the residence halls with a generator. 
“With intermittent power out- 
ages and running water issues af- 
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NSU and the Natchitoches community faced several aveblenis' in the 
aftermath of the snow. Photo by Chris Reich. 


fecting residence halls on the main 
campus of Northwestern State Uni- 
versity, residential students who are 
without power can report to Iber- 
ville Dining Hall, which is pow- 
ered by a generator,” Maggio said 
in a press release sent on Feb. 17. 

“Students who are residents 
of Varnado Hall, University Col- 
umns, University Place I and Uni- 
versity Place IL who are without 
power and seek shelter at Iberville 
should bring pillows, blankets, med- 
ication, phone chargers and other 
items in preparation to stay for sev- 
eral hours. Masks are required and 
students should observe social dis- 
tancing guidelines,” Maggio said. 


‘A life is not important except in 
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Chancy Daigle, freshman sec- 
ondary education major, said she 
left her dorm at about 5 p.m. to 
seek shelter at Iberville and ended 
up staying there until about 12 a.m. 

“In all honesty it was not 
that bad. I was able to have din- 
ner there which I was thankful 
for,” Daigle said. “My roommates 
and I ended up bringing a few 
card games, so we sat around and 
played. We ended up meeting some 
new people while we were there.” 

Hannah Peppers, a sopho- 
more psychology major, said she 
was in Iberville for about five hours 
before the power came back on. 

“It was honestly a lot of fun. It 
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the impact it has on other lives.” 


Jackie Robinson 


@thecurrentsauce 


surprised mehoweasily my roommates 
and I made friends,” Peppers said. 

On the Northwestern State Stu- 
dent Concerns Facebook page, Van- 
ner Erikson, director of recruiting, 
continually sent updates about the 
conditions in housing to students. 

On Thursday, Feb. 18, power was 
restored to most residence halls on 
campus except for University Place II. 

Water pressure remains low on 
all campus buildings but are set to 
improve. Erikson posted in a com- 
ment section on Facebook that stu- 
dents should withhold from doing 
laundry until water is fully restored 
to campus. Laundry facilities will 
not open until Wednesday to ensure 
full water pressure has been restored. 

Power and water have been re- 
stored to all residential buildings, ac- 
cording to Director of Housing and 
Residence Life Stephanie Dyjack. 

University Columns  Club- 
house is no longer being utilized as 
a warming and charging location. 

Classes will resume on all learn- 
ing platforms (face-to-face, on- 
line and Hy-flex) on campuses in 
Natchitoches, Leesville and Alex- 
andria Wednesday, Feb. 24. Classes 
on NSU’s Shreveport campus will 
continue to be held virtually until 
all water issues have been resolved, 
according to an official press release. 
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NSU Food Pantry is a helpful source amidst pandemic 


Christian Bell 
Reporter 


It has been nearly a_ year 
since the pandemic dramatical- 
ly changed the lives of North- 
western State University students. 

NSU’s food pantry has been 
on the front line of keeping stu- 
dents healthy during this  cri- 
sis, especially when they don’t 
have enough money to buy food. 

According to recent article in the 
Journal of Nutrition Education and 
Behavior, many college students are 
not getting enough to eat every day. 
Even before the pandemic estimates 
were as high as one in three college 
students dealing with food insecurity. 

Food insecurity, defined as “a 
lack of consistent access to enough 
food for an active, healthy life- 
style,” has only increased among 
college students since the pan- 
demic, according to the article. 

NSU students are also finding 
it harder to find work because the 
pandemic has forced many local bars 


and restaurants in Natchitoches to 
cut back their hours for safety rea- 
sons, making it harder for students 
to have enough money to buy food. 

According to the journal arti- 
cle, “Jobs have been cut in unprec- 
edented numbers, and 18-24 year- 
olds have experienced some of the 
highest rates of unemployment.” 

Most college students cannot 
apply for federal food stamp as- 
sistance, making the Food Pantry 
an increasingly valuable student 
resource for those needing help. 

“The food pantry offers the 
same quality food items as local 
grocery stores and is free to stu- 
dents,” Sheridan Duet, Food Pan- 
try student coordinator, _ said. 

The food pantry’s website noted 
that it began five years ago as a class 
project by a group of social work stu- 
dents who recognized that some of 
their friends were struggling. Since 
then, it has expanded its offering 
to include costly non-food items. 

It also stocks personal hygiene 
items, toiletries and cleaning sup- 


COVID-19 can’t stop Greek life 


Timothy Holdiness 
News Editor 


The COVID-19 pandemic hasn’t 
stopped the Office of Greek Life 
at Northwestern State University. 

Derrick Varnado, a freshman 
communications major and member 
of Sigma Nu, noted that the onset of 
COVID-19 has caused.alot of people to 
forget about the Office of Greek Life. 

“Itisstillagreatexperienceand op- 
portunity to go Greek,” Varnado said. 


For some, recruit- 
ing has been put on _ hold. 
“We don’t recruit usually, 


we have a yearly informational,” 
LaTerrence Reed, a senior busi- 
ness major and member of Kap- 
pa Alpha Psi, said. The informa- 
tional has been canceled this year. 


“Due to COVID-19 we are not 
having a line this year nationally, be- 


cause we base a lot of our stuff off in 
person events,” Reed said. “It’s been 
crazy for sure, but we’ve adjusted virtu- 
ally with events and limited capacity.” 


For others, re- 
cruiting has continued. 
“I thought that COVID-19 


wasn’t going to allow the fraternity to 
have anyone rush, but the pandemic 
didn’t stop us from bringing in a new 
group of guys to rush,” Saige Wil- 
liams, a freshman musical theater ma- 
jor and member of Pi Kappa Phi, said. 

“It’s been different but doable,” 
Lauren Briscoe, a senior history ma- 
jor and member of Phi Mu, said. 

Concerning recruiting possi- 
ble new members, Briscoe said that 
most of the Office of Greek Life has 
readjusted to a virtual recruitment as 
opposed to being able to meet the 
potential new members in-person. 

Most events have 
been moved online. 


plies, Duet said, adding that one 
problem is that many students 
don’t know about the Food Pantry 
or are too embarrassed to come in. 

“One of our goals currently 
is addressing the negative stigma 
surrounding the food pantry but 
we are creating a social media pres- 
ence, hosting events and just mak- 
ing our students aware that we are 
here,” Duet said.“We are attending 
N-Side View day to target incom- 
ing freshman so they are informed 
about the food pantry,” Duet said. 

The pandemic has also changed 
the way the food pantry does busi- 
ness. In pre-pandemic days, students 
could simply walk in to get what they 
needed, but now precautions are 
taken to make sure everyone is safe. 

“Instead of students grabbing 
their items, we are the ones that 
walk around putting their things 
in a basket to limit the number of 
hands touching things,” Ashlynn 
Stewart, a student volunteer, said. 

Stewart also noted only four 
students are allowed into the food 


“For my organization everything 
is 100 percent online but for under- 
standable safety reasons. It is sadden- 
ing to lose the physical contact in usual 
college activities,” Destiney Williams, 
a senior social work major, mem- 
ber of Delta Sigma Theta and NSU 
Panhellenic Council President, said. 
“I’m still adjusting even after a year.” 

Others are hold- 
ing in person events. 

“Sometimes we have to book 
bigger spaces on campus away from 
the house so we can all be in person, 
but it’s worth it to be able to see all 
my sisters smiling, even if you can 
just tell from their eyes,” Ashley Ste- 
vens, a freshman theater major and 
member of Alpha Omicron Pi, said. 

According to Jaylin Moore, a 
sophomore music business major 
and internal vice president of Pi Kap- 
pa Alpha, it hasn’t been easy hold- 
ing in person meetings and events. 

“It has been tough because not 
everyone can go to events due to lim- 


pantry at one time and encour- 
aged any student to stop by to see 
what the Food Pantry has to offer. 

The food pantry is locat- 
ed on the south side of Trisler 
Power Plant on NSU’s Central 
Ave. and is open to all students. 

Hours of operation are 8 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday-Thurs- 
day, and 8 a.m.to noon on Friday. 

Donations are welcome. To ob- 
tain a list of needed items, donors 
should contact Reatha Cox, director 
of student affairs, at coxr@nsula.edu . 






The food pantry started as a class project, 
but now is open for students who need 
food. Photo by Jessica Mullican. 


itations of how many people can be 
there,” Moore said. “We all are social 
distanced and masked up at all times.” 

“You can only bring certain 
foods to rush events,” Carl Berlin, a 
sophomore business administration 
and marketing major and member of 
Theta Chi said. “Some of the biggest 
differences to in person events is that 


everything must be prepackaged.” 


Varnado noted that 
it’s important to follow the 
guidelines and restrictions. 


“Its not as up and close 
as it would be without covid 
but we always find ways to cre- 
ate fun and safe,” Varnado said. 

“Greek life has survived so much 
throughout its time and I believe that 
despite COVID-19, it will continue to 
thrive for years to come,” Briscoe said. 

“Its about being patient and 
adjusting honestly,” Reed © said. 
“We're in a crazy time but with 
the help of each chapter member 
weve been getting through it.” 
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The hardworking thoughtfulness of Javonti 


Lora Luquet 
Arts and Living Editor 


When Javonti Thomas en- 
rolledat Northwestern State Uni- 
versity, he originally signed up to 
be an English Education major. 

“I never really thought 
about communications until I 
was at orientation, I wasn’t an 
actual communications major. I 
actually changed the day of my 
freshman orientation,” Thomas 
said. “I met one of the commu- 
nications professors at the time, 
and they told me to do radio, and 
I was like, radio? I never thought 
about radio, I just like to write.” 

Thomas’ introduction into 
radio with KNWD his fresh- 
man year encouraged him to 
explore the breadth of what 
the Department of New Me- 
dia, Journalism, and Commu- 
nication Arts had to offer, in- 
cluding broadcast media, which 
would later become his career. 

Along with KNWD, 
Thomas was also a part of NSU- 
TV, the Potpourri yearbook, 
the Current Sauce, the Student 
Government Association and 
the African American Caucus. 

Thomas also worked 
with publications outside of 
NSU prior to graduating. 

“My junior year, I actu- 
ally started working at KSLA 
News 12 in Shreveport, so I 
was working and writing for 
a television station, a top 100 
market, while I was still go- 


ing to NSU,” Thomas said. “I 


did write for the Natchitoches 
Parish Journal as well as the 
Natchitoches Metro Leader.” 

Prior to his graduation 
in 2018, Thomas established 
an award for students in- 
volved in the Department 
of New Media, Journalism, 
and Communication Arts. 

“T actually graduated college 
debt-free, so I kind of didn’t 
realize how special that was to 
actually go to college, and not 
have to pay anything once you 
graduate, in addition to all of 
your bills,” Thomas said. “So, 
when I thought about that, and 
how lucky that I was to do that, 
I really wanted to actually take 
the load off of another student.” 

Dr. Paula Furr, retired head 
of the Department of New 
Media, Journalism, and Com- 
munication Arts and_profes- 
sor emeritus, was the Student 
Media Coordinator during 
Thomas’ time as a student. 

“What an honor that is, for 
the department and for the uni- 
versity, to have a young alum 
who is recognizing, in a tangible 
way, what he received from the 
university and those who helped 
him, and then to be able to give 
back,” Dr. Furr said. “But par- 
ticularly, for a young person, 
first starting off in a career, he 
could use that money howev- 
er he wanted to, but I think it 
just shows you the kind of per- 
son Javonti is. He’s just a good, 
decent, hard-working person.” 


During his time at KSLA 





Javonti Thomas visits with Dr. Melody Gilbert's Basic Audio Pro- 
duction class. Thomas was a guest speaker. Photo by Melody Gilbert. 


Thomas worked as a produc- 
er and did a lot of writing 
for the anchors. Since then, 
Thomas has begun a career 
at KALB-TV in Alexandria 
where he is now in front of 
the camera, which has proven 
to be a learning curve for him. 

“That's one thing I’ve 
learned from the broadcast ex- 
perience, is that no one expects 
perfection from you. They kind 
of just want you to be yourself, 
and to be real,” Thomas said. 

“That’s part of a life les- 
son that I’m learning every 
single day, is that I don’t have 
to be perfect, I just have to 
be Javonti,? Thomas - said. 


Due to the location of 
KALB-TV, Thomas reports 
a lot of stories about Natchi- 
toches, which keeps him con- 
nected to where he came from. 
Thomas noted this ability to 
continue his connection with 
Natchitochesis oneofthereasons 
he loves working at KALB-TV. 

“I enjoy it, because that’s 
the community that kind of 
built me as an adult. I think 
Natchitoches definitely formed 
me to be the person that I 
am today,” Thomas - said. 
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How to look hot when It’s clearly not 


Mary Gaffney 
Fashion Columnist 

Demons, the great freeze is 
upon us again, but my mood is 
not shaken. Valentine’s Day has 
come and gone. Still, I feel like 
Aphrodite being born from... 
well, never mind about that. The 
point is ’m not ready to bun- 
dle up again. I want spring to 
appear. I wish that groundhog 


wouldn’t have seen his shadow, 


but we have a few more weeks of | 


winter to deal with. ’m going to 
deal with it the best way I can: by 
dressing warm and looking hot. 

How do I do this without 
looking like a marshmallow? Lay- 
ering. Now you've heard me rave 
on and on about how a skin-tight 
layer keeps you warm, but it’s the 
truth. It’s the best way to insulate 
your body heat and stop the cold 
from getting to your bones. I like to 
layer a turtleneck, either textured 
or plain, to step up an outfit. Over 
the base, I either layer a shirt, sweat- 
er, or a dress. Using the turtleneck 
layering method can add depth 
with your look, especially if you 
have different textures going on. 

My fashion tip for a boring 
outfit is to mix up the textures of 
your pieces. Even if you are wear- 
ing an all-black outfit, the differ- 
ent tones will stand out because of 
the textures you layered together. 

With new 2021 trends, I have 
found a liking to pair my tur- 
tlenecks underneath a corset. A 
corset is one of the best options 
for keeping in heat and keeping 
your figure in place. It’s a dou- 
ble win for the cold so honest- 
ly, it's my favorite option! Even 
bustiers can look great layered 
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There are so many different 
types of jackets this season. 
This year we're seeing a lot of 
boyfriend jackets. Submitted 
photo. 


over turtlenecks or dresses, just 
find what keeps you warm and 
go for it! As long as you look 
and feel hot, you are doing great! 

The clear option for the cold 
is either a pleather or leather pants 
since they are a great way to keep 
warm. I’ve been on the hunt for 
leather pants for years now, nev- 
er being able to find the perfect 
ones. If you are lucky enough to 
have leather pants (or faux leath- 
er), please strut around the cold 
in them because nothing is hotter 
(literally) than leather pants. Those 
pants will keep anyone warm. 

Now layering and thick pants 
are ll good and fun, but it might 
not always be enough to keep 
out the cold. I recommend that 
you also try layering fleece leg- 
gings underneath pants or stock- 
ings, to keep your legs warm 
even if you’re wearing a dress or 
a skirt. Remember to wear fuzzy 
socks and keep warm, demons! 


Loving layers 


(especially if they're your partner's) 


Mary Gaffney 
Fashion Columnist 


With the snow melting I want 
to bring in spring, but my dreams 
of frolicking in flowers may come 
to a halt with the less than desir- 
able weather coming up. Still, 
looking cute and being put-togeth- 
er can’t be put on hold. There are 
tons of ways to love your layered 
look, even if it’s not too bulky. 

This year has been looked for- 
ward to, cried for, and now it’s here 
and crazier than ever. We are still 
dealing with the virus and social 
justice issues, but we have much 
to look forward to! The vaccines 
are rolling out and, masks (who 
said staying safe can’t be fashion) 
have become a new trend. But we 
also have new jacket trends to love, 
which are great for the changing 
weather and shifting of the seasons. 

There are so many different 
types of jackets this season. This 
year we're seeing a lot of boyfriend 
jackets. I know that I have been 
loving the oversized look such as 
boyfriend jeans and big T-shirts. 
And when it comes to my clos- 
et, ve just been “borrowing” 
my boyfriend’s shirts and jackets. 

Stealing your partner’s clothes 
can make any outfit feel special 
and a study conducted by the 
University of British Columbia 
suggests that wearing your boy- 
friend’s clothes is beneficial to 
your mental health. According to 
research, “women in the relation- 
ship felt less stress when wearing 
the T-shirts of their partners.” 

So, during this stressful time, 
why not just steal a couple of your 
partner’s clothes? I love to gravi- 





Even if you are wearing an all- 
black outfit, the different tones 
will stand out because of the 
textures you 

layered together. Submitted 
photo. 


tate toward hoodies and jackets, 
but I know that some of y’all also 
love their shirts. I think that with 
the cold weather holding on that 
working with your partner’s jack- 
ets is a great way to reduce your 
stress and be reminded of them. 
It’s also great for those times that 
you completely forget to wash your 
clothes and have nothing to wear. 

I love wearing tighter clothes 
when wearing an oversized jack- 
et or shirt, to show off my figure 
but also keep the element of com- 
fort. It’s the easiest way to style a 
look and make sure that it looks 
presentable. But there are those 
who look great in baggy shirts and 
baggy pants, keeping the oversized 
look going throughout the outfit. 

Still, how you — wear 
your partners (or past hook- 
up’s) clothes is up to you. 
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Mary Fletcher 
Reporter 


In Jason Robert Brown’s 
musical, “The Last Five Years,” 
Brown tells the story of a strug- 
gling married couple in New York 
trying, and eventually failing, to 
make their differences work. Its 
small cast size allowed for artists in 
the musical to stand out. Among 
these strong performers are two 
of Northwestern State Univer- 
sity’s talented seniors: Emily Ri- 
calde as Cathy Hyatt and Trev- 
or Brown as Jamie Wellerstein. 

“The Last Five Years” was not 
only an opportunity to showcase 
Ricalde and Brown’s talents, but 
it was also an opportunity to pro- 
vide some semblance of live theater 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Dr. Grace Edgar, assis- 
tan professor of musical the- 
ater, jumped at the opportu- 
nity to produce this musical. 

“Due to the pandemic, 
Northwestern State Universi- 
ty Theater and Dance has mini- 
mized exposure by creating more 
performance opportunities with 
smaller cast sizes,” Edgar said. “I 
wanted to ensure that our senior 
musical theater concentrators, Em- 
ily Ricalde and Trevor Brow, had 
an opportunity to perform a ma- 
jor role in a musical during their 
last semester before graduation.” 

Edgar stated that the process 
was not only an emotional roll- 
ercoaster for the cast and crew, 
but for the audience as well. 

“*The Last Five Years’ is chal- 
lenging vocally and emotionally 


“The Last Five Years” 
The musical that set the bar for COVID-19 


for the singers and joyful and heart- 
breaking for the audience. It is the- 
ater that speaks directly to the hu- 
man experiences and causes us to 
reflect with sharp bittersweetness 
on our own lost loves,” Edgar said. 

Both Ricalde and Brown 
previously appeared in “Into the 
Woods” and “Spring Awakening,” 
among many other shows for 
NSU’s School of Creative and Per- 
forming Arts. Neither actor was a 
stranger to Jason Robert Brown’s 
work. Both performed in _ his 
“Songs for a New World” during 


the 2019-2020 musical season. 

Brown agrees that his 
and Ricalde’s profession- 
al relationship is rock-solid. 


“I feel we are both smart and 
professional actors, so creating 
chemistry between the characters 
we played was not hard, we have 
had plenty of practice from those 
previous shows,” Brown said. 

Their professional __rela- 
tionship definitely played a 
role in interpreting Cathy and 
Jamie’s relationship _ onstage. 

“The one thing that was ex- 
citing for both of us was that the 
characters of Jamie and Cathy are 
dealing with completely different 
emotions at the top of the show, 
Jamie being at the beginning of 
their relationship and Cathy being 
at the very bitter end,” Brown said. 

Creating the role of Jamie was 
eye-opening for Brown. He stated 
the process was a malleable one. 

“We spent a lot of time in 
rehearsals discussing what path 
we wanted to take with the role, 
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Emily Ricalde and and Trevor Brown starred in CAPA’s production 
of “Spring Awakening” in 2018. Photo by Chris Reich. 


and we fell upon Jamie devel- 
oping as an egotistical narcissist 
when he found more and more 
success with his writing as the 
show progresses,” Brown said. 

Ricalde also reflected on pro- 
cess of creating her character. 

“The process of creating 
the role of Cathy was very fast, 
as we only had 8 rehearsals un- 
til our show opened. It was 
a rollercoaster but I loved ev- 
ery second of it,” Ricalde said. 

Ricalde stated that creating 
a character is a moldable process. 

“I thought I had a very clear 
idea of Cathy in my mind going into 
it, but she morphed and changed 
into a different person through- 
out the process,” Ricalde said. 

Even though the process was 
very fast-paced, it still followed 
all the necessary COVID-19 safety 


precautions. “The Last Five Years” 


has a cast of two singers. The only 
other people in the rehearsal space 
were Edgar, Daniel and Ley, the 
music director and accompanist. 

“The four of us took our tem- 
peratures and monitored our health 
closely. Daniel, Ley and I wore 
our masks and socially distanced 
from the performers,” Edgar said. 

As opposed to strictly stream- 
ing the production, there was 
an invited audience of 20 peo- 
ple and a streaming link sent 
out to members of the Depart- 
ment of Theater and Dance. 

In spite of the precautions, 
the invited audience expressed 
a certain level of excitement at 
seeing live theater again. This 
production aided the De- 
partment of Theater and Dance in 
figuring out how they were going 
to reintroduce a standard compo- 
nent of live theater: the audience. 
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“Slave Play” is as dark as it sounds 


Serena Bonnette 
Opinions Columnist 


“Slave Play” is a dark comedy 
play written by Jeremy O. Harris 
that premiered at the New York 
Theatre Workshop in December 
2018. It is the recipient of the Rosa 
Parks Playwriting award and was 
nominated for a best play Tony. 

“Slave Play” eventually made 
its way to Broadway, opening at 
the John Golden Theatre and run- 
ning from October 2019 to Janu- 
ary 2020 for a short but impact- 
ful run. The New York Theatre 
Workshop says the themes center 
around race, interracial relation- 
ships, generational trauma, sex and 
power relations. The blunt, force- 
ful, in your face production quite 
literally took the theater world, 
history and Broadway by storm. 

The play features three in- 
terracial couples attending role 
play therapy for couples on a 
former plantation. The set was 
decorated with full length mir- 
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rors on the back wall, facing the 
audience. Behind the audience 
there is a projection of a planta- 
tion home. When the audience is 
looking at the stage, they not only 
see themselves, but the plantation 
home is mirrored behind them. 

According to Harris, this 
choice was made to give the illu- 
sion that the audience was not 
watching the production but in 
the show with the characters. Ac- 
cording to the Daily News, the 
play features disturbing reenact- 
ments of master and slave relations, 
sex toys and full-frontal nudity 
in order to rip history open and 
shed light on the truths of being 
in an interracial relationship and 
dealing with generational trauma. 

When “Slave Play” first pre- 
miered on Broadway many were 
not prepared for the show’s 
blunt impact. According to 
the New York Times, “Slave 
Play” is one of the most con- 
troversial yet important plays 
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to come out in the past ro years. 

The show caught the eye of 
many celebrities. According to the 
New York Times, the play moved 
Rihanna so much she texted Harris 
in the middle of the production. 

The play brings to life the 
uncomfortable truths of be- 
ing Black, and more = specifi- 
cally, being Black in an inter- 
racial relationship in America. 

Although the production 
was controversial and even made 
me a little uncomfortable while 
reading it, it is one of the most 
important productions to have 
premiered on Broadway, even 
compared to Hamilton which 
premiered four years prior. 

The provocative, truthful, 
dark humor sheds light on is- 
sues that white people tend to 
ignore. Harris wrote Slave Play 
to get white Broadway’s atten- 
tion and he very much succeeded. 

Harris wanted a show that 
Black people could understand 


and relate to while talking about 
issues. He had no intention of 
sparing the feelings of those who 
watched it, specifically white 
people. This play does not al- 
low blissful ignorance to exist. 

Unlike Hamilton, which was 
a cast of people of color playing 
what would traditionally be old 
white men, this production is fo- 
cused on interracial relationships 
and the issues that Black America 
faces today such as internalized 
racism and generational trauma. 

The production and_ its 
harsh themes are a huge part 
of theater, Black history and 
the critical issue of fighting rac- 
ism in America. The produc- 
tion is provocative, harsh and 
made many uncomfortable. 

Sometimes, the best thing 
to do to shed light and start 
uncomfortable Tocaicies is 
to throw it in the face of peo- 
ple who refuse to listen. Harris 
did just that and made history. 


NSU COVID-19 
update as of Feb. 23 
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Cicely Tyson: The face of change 





Cicely Tyson’s career spanned 
more than seven decades. Photo by 
Wikimedia Commons. 


Serena Bonnette 
Opinions Columnist 


Cicely Tyson was a seasoned 
American actress and model whose 
career spanned more than seven de- 
cades. hearin to Wikipedia, she 
received three Dae Emmy 
Awards, four Black Reel Awards, 
one Screen Actors Guild Award, 
one Tony Award, a Peabody 
Award and an honorary Academy 
Award. She passed on Jan. 28. This 
year, Hollywood lost a legend. 

Tyson was mostly known for 
her be and portrayals of strong 
Black women. These roles shat- 
tered the stereotypes of the 70s 
and ultimately made her a star. 

According to the New York 
Times, one of the most notable 
parts of Tyson’s career was her 
aa cng a efforts for civil 
rights in the film industry. Ty- 
son refused parts and roles that 
demeaned Black people and en- 
couraged others to do the same. 

This notion alone is so im- 
portant because even today, refus- 
ing any kind of a role in the the- 
ater or film industry is a huge risk 
that can cause actors to get black- 
listed. Because of her ae eal ear- 
ly in her career she went without 
work but with dignity. She was a 
critic against film and television 


that only portrayed Black people 


as criminals and low-lives, and, ac- 
cording to [The New York Times, 
insisted that Black people, even if 
they are portrayed as poor, should 
also be portrayed with dignity. 

Tyson became familiar to 
millions, appearing in over 100 
film, television and stage roles. 
Her career spanned over many 
years but much of her immense 
success ye, ii later in her life. 

As a theater major, I know 
Tyson from her role in the 2073 
Broadway revival of “The Trip 
to Bountiful.” She won a Tony 
for Best Actress in a Play for her 
role in this, at 88-years-old, mak- 
—— the oldest woman to win 
a Tony. At 93, she won an hon- 
orary Academy Award, and was 
inducted into the American The- 
ater Hall of Fame for her sea- 
soned work and civil rights work. 

Some of her credits in- 
clude the 1972 film “Sounder,” 
the 1974 television film “The 
Autobiography of Miss Jane,” 
the 1977 miniseries “Roots” 
and the 2ou film “The Help.” 

Her modeling credits include 
being the face of The Black is Beau- 
tiful movement, with her face on 
the cover of Essence, Ebony and Jet 
magazines. She always ia fee in 
inspiring women to embrace their 
own beauty instead of focusing 
on the Eurocentric beauty stan- 
dards Hollywood and the mod- 
eling industry depict. According 
to Essence magazine, she was one 
of the celebrities and personalities 
who helped popularize the Afro 
and natural hair. According to Va- 
nessa Williams, Tyson ws who she 
wanted to be as an actress in terms 
of how serious she took her craft. 

Tyson will go down in histo- 
ry as one of the most important 
Black women in television, the- 
ater and film. Her seasoned, sev- 
en-decade extensive career inspired 
many. She broke stereotypes of 
Black women in Hollywood and 
paved the way for a better fu- 
ture for the entertainment and 
film industry for Black women. 


We need more Black representation 


in academics 


Krista Hanson 
Viewpoints Editor 


The portrayal of Black 
people has become so uni- 
form. This monotonous de- 
piction of the Black commu- 
nity is negative in its effort of 
boxing in people. It changes 
how society perceives them. 

A study from Yale Universi- 
ty showed the implicit bias pre- 
school teachers had against their 
Back students resulted in lower 
expectations and lower referral 
rates into gifted programs. Black 
ete begin to be subjected to 

armful stereotypes as children 
and these harmful stereotypes 
persist throughout their lives. 

As these students grow 
up, they’re unfairly challenged 
by stereotypes that their white 
counterparts don’t _ experi- 
ence. Not only are they forced 
under these adversities, they 
are drowned in lessons about 
white history taught by white 
teachers. The discussion of the 
importance of representation 
will never end, but it’s im- 
possible to ignore any longer. 

I was thinking back to high 
school and trying to remember 
how many Black teachers I had. 
It was nearly impossible for me 
to think of one. Not just in high 
school though. I have been go- 
ing to school for 16 years and I 
can count the number of Black 
teachers ve had on one hand 
(three to be exact, none of them 
taught core classes). The number 
of Black teachers I saw around 
school isn’t much __ higher. 

On the other hand, I 
couldn’t count the number 
of Black students I went to 


school with. This clear under- 
representation of Black people 
in academic positions creates 
an endless cycle of discourag- 
ing Black people from pursu- 
ing academic fields where it’s 
impossible to see themselves. 

Academics are not void of 
Black people. So, how do we stop 
this cycle? To fix the problem, 
we must first face it. We must 
face the racism that affects Black 
people in academics head on. 

Shardé Davis and Joy Melo- 
dy Woods, two self-proclaimed 
“Black-ademics,” started the 
hashtag #BlackInThelvory to 
expose the racism they had 
faced in their own academ- 
ic fields. Following the death 
of George Floyd and Breonna 
Taylor, other academics were 
ready to share times when col- 
leagues and institutions had 
been, “hostile, insulting or 
made them feel unwelcome, 
and had made it difficult for 
them to simply do their jobs.” 

Nidhi Subbaraman, from 
“Nature,” sat down with Da- 
vis and Woods to hear about 
the direct impact these move- 
ments have on Black people 
and representation in  aca- 
demics. Davis reflects on the 
long overdue conversation on 
Black identity in and around 
academics. Both Woods and 
Davis advise their white coun- 
terparts on how they can help 
fight the racism they’re facing. 

It’s easy to push asiche 
problems and claim you’re not 
a part of them. The time to 
stop feeling defensive and face 
how we play a part in continu- 
ing to let the roots of systemic 
racism grow is long overdue. 
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SPORTS AT A GLANCE 


Lady Demons 
pull in first half 


Kalen Green, senior guard, holds 
firm in block against MSU player, 
Lizzy Ratcliff. Photo by Chris Reich. 


Tyrenisha James 
Sports Reporter 


Northwestern State Uni- 
versity’s women’s basketball 
team competed against Mc- 
Neese State University on Sat. 
Feb 13 at Prather Coliseum. 
The Demons ended the game 
with a final score of 41-6s. 

“I think the girls did tre- 
mendous in the first quar- 
ter,” Head Coach Anna Nimz 
said in a press release from 
nsudemons.com. “And _ re- 
ally the first half defensive- 
ly, we just couldn’t score in 
that second quarter. That’s 
unfortunately us right now.” 

“It was another incred- 
ible first half defensive ef- 
fort, pulling down rebounds 
and it was one of the few 
first quarters that we've 
won this year,” Nimz said. 





Women’s volleyball to 
go up against Lamar 





Head Coach Sean Kiracofe talks to 
volleyball team in Prather 
Coliseum. Photo by Chris Reich. 


Tyrenisha James 
Sports Reporter 


Northwestern State Uni- 
versity’s women’s volleyball 
team played against Texas 
A&M University-Corpus 
Christi Islanders on Feb. 
at Prather Coliseum. The 
Demons finished the game 
with a final score of 0-3. 

“We wanted to get our 
middles involved much more 
and we were able to do that 
today. They were up and 
available and the setters were 
finding them,” Head Coach 
Sean Kiracofe said in a press 
release from nsudemons.com. 

“We picked things up de- 
fensively and we were able to 
make little adjustment from 
one point to another, just 
from a strategy standpoint,” 
Kiracofe said. “All that was 
good to see but there still needs 
to be a whole lot more of it.” 

The Demons will  re- 
turn to the court to compete 
again Lamar University Car- 
aa on Feb 23. at McDon- 
ald Gymnasium at 6:30 p.m. 






Women’s soccer wins 
against Sam Houston 


Jalen Donaldson, junior forward, ; 
prepares to make a powerful kick. 
Photo by Chris Reich. 


Tyrenisha James 
Sports Reporter 


Northwestern State Uni- 
versity’s women’s soccer team 
competed against Sam Hous- 
ton State University Bearkats 
on Feb. 1 at Pritchett Field. 
The Demons completed the 
game with a final score of 1-0. 

“I was really pleased with 
the effort and how we grew 
into things,” co-Head Coach 
Jess Jobe said in a press re- 
lease from nsudemons.com. 

“We had to catch up to 
the game a little bit, but we are 
really pleased,” Jobe said. “We 
dug in a little bit at halftime 
and there were some things 
we needed to tie together and 
they did that really well. It 
was a fantastic second half.” 

The Lady Demons will re- 
turn to the field to play against 
Nicholls State University on 
Feb. 26 at 7:00 p.m. on the 
Lady Demon Soccer Complex. 





Men's Basketball 
continue winning 





Brian White, junior guard, dribbles 
down the court. Photo by Chris Reich. 


Tyrenisha James 
Sports Reporter 


Northwestern State Uni- 
versity men’s — basketball 
team played against McNeese 
State University on Sat. Feb 13 
at Prather Coliseum. The De- 
mons wrapped up the game 
with a final score of 69-G6. 

“Our focus was big, try- 
ing to get this five-game win 
streak,” junior guard Bri- 
an White said in a press re- 
lease from nsudemons.com. 

“We had been struggling 
at home, so we all locked 
in and got it home. Like I 
said after the last game, af- 
ter the first McNeese game 
we had a practice where we 
worked on straight defense,” 
White said. “That had been 
our problem, giving up too 
many points. Since then, 
weve done pretty good.” 
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_Louisiana moves forward with COVID-19 vaccination 


Be Timothy Holdiness 
News Editor 
Gov. John Bel Edwards an- 
nounced last week COVID-19 
vaccination distribution is 
moving into the next phase. 
Phase 1B Tier 2 includes 
university and _ college  facul- 
ty, veterinarians and _ clergy. 
“Having the option as a high- 
er education professional to get the 
vaccine is amazing since most of us 
are front line workers in classrooms 
and offices each day,” Vanner Erik- 
son, director of recruiting said. 
Vanner Erikson _ stressed 
the importance of the vaccine. 
“This allows us to feel sup- 





Gov. John Bel Edwards announced 
last week COVID-19 vaccination 
distribution is moving into the 
next phase.When the faculty and 


staff have access to vaccine it ported while protecting those 
will be administered at the Ben that we love,” Erikson © said. 
D. Johnson Auditorium on Martin While the _ state has not 
Luther King Jr. Drive. moved to this new phase yet, 
Submitted photo. some faculty and _— students 


Orange you glad Whataburger’s 
coming? 


On ‘Tuesday, March 2 £Whataburguer officially broke 
sround. The ceremony was attended by Natchitoches officials. 
From left: Natchitoches Chamber of Commerce Presi- 
dent Laura Lyles, Whataburger franchisee Christopher John- 


son, Whataburger Director of Operations David Cotham, Natchi- 


toches Chamber of Commerce Chair Joanna Washington, Area 
Manager Arin Fenton, Mayor Ronnie Williams, Whataguy. 
Photo by Jaci Jones 


@thecurrentsauce 


@thecurrentsauce 


@thecurrentsauce 





“Keep moving forward.” 
Walt Disney 





have already been _ vaccinated. 
“Our Shreveport campus 
has already started their vaccina- 
tion process,” Jennifer Kelly, di- 
rector of university affairs, said. 

Shreveport campus’ College 
of Nursing and School of Al- 
lied MHealth’s clinical students 
have had access to the vaccine 
through helping to administer 
it in the Shreveport community. 

“I am delighted that the vac- 
cine has been made available to 
frontline workers as well as those 
who are of a certain age or physical 
condition,” Dr. Pamela Simmons, 
senior director of nursing, said. 

Kelly said the nursing stu- 
dents and faculty could take 
it at the’ regional hospital. 

When the faculty and staff 
have access to vaccine it will 
be administered at the Ben D. 
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Quote of the Week 


Johnson Auditorium on Mar- 
tin Luther King Jr. Drive. 

Off-campus faculty and 
staff who are working virtual- 
ly due to the pandemic will be 
able to go to their local vaccine 
provider, or will be, according 
to Kelly, more than welcome to 
come to Natchitoches to take it. 

“I truly hope all who can get 
the vaccine will do so, because 
it will take each of us doing our 
part to overcome this virus if we 
want to return to some semblance 
of ‘normal.’ I have lost friends 
to this virus and would like to 
lose no more,” Simmons said. 

“I think it’s very import- 
ant that we all want to return to 
campus in a true face-to-face set- 
ting,” Kelly said. “As well as to 
be able to experience your fam- 
ily and large gatherings again.” 


2 Arts and Living: One year 
later 


Viewpoints: Gwendolyn 
Brooks 


4 Sports: Lady Demons go 
against New Orleans 
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One year later 





How the world, and NSU, nave changed 


Christian Bell 
Reporter 


It seems like only yester- 
day students were attending 
Northwestern State Univer- 
sity game days and walking 
across campus to greet their 
friends without a mask. 

This 


Demons 


time last year, 
preparing 


spring break when 


were 
for 
the NSU community re- 
ceived an email that would 
what 
meant for life on campus. 

On March 13, 2020, Uni- 
versity President Dr. Chris 


alter normalcy 


Maggio canceled all in-per- 


son university activities. 

“As announced Friday 
in response to the ongoing 
threat of the COVID-19 
pandemic, Northwestern 
State University suspended 
all in-person classes effec- 
tive at the end of the day 
Friday, March 13,” Mag- 
gio said. “Currently, we are 
transitioning to online in- 
struction and other remote 
learning alternatives set 
to begin on Thursday 19. 
We will continue to moni- 


tor the severity of the pan- 


demic and follow advice of 
state and federal public of- 
ficials to determine if-and- 
when face-to-face classes 
can resume this semester.” 

Students and 
mained virtual and vigilant 
from March to May while 


working with the new rules 


staff re- 


and regulations being en- 
forced around the country. 

Although 
day looked different during 


everyone's 


the early stages of the pan- 
demic, for NSU students a 
day may have been getting 
up early in the morning 
to try and stay in contact 
with professors and _ stay 
on track with assignments, 
running to the grocery store 
before the newly enact- 
ed curfew, trying to make 
sure families and friends 
were Okay and _ avoiding 
any in-person interactions. 

Kierston Jackson,  se- 
nior physical therapy ma- 
jor, elaborated on her ex- 
perience during lockdown. 

“Way before students 
was sent home, I heard 
about COVID-19 effecting 
China and I knew that Mar- 
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Alli Robachaux is handed a goodie bag by Alaina Parham on the 
first day of school last fall. NSU went virtual last March. Photo by 
Chris Reich. 


di Gras would be the turn- 


ing point,” Jackson said. 


Jackson also spoke 


on her experience with 


face-to-face classes mov- 
ing into a virtual format. 
kept 
the the 


same during the _transi- 


“My — professors 

class structures 
tion making it less chaotic 
as possible,” Jackson said. 

Jackson is a_ personal 
trainer at the NSU’s Well- 
ness, Recreation and Ac- 
tivity Center and aspires 
to become a gym owner. 

Jackson discussed how 


she had to find a new 


way to pursue these goals. 

“I wanted to make the 
most out of my time in the 
house during quarantine by 
bettering myself and creat- 
ed my own online fitness 
bootcamp,” Jackson - said. 

After returning in fall 
of 2020, the empty parking 
lots showed how high a per- 
centage of NSU students de- 
clined to return to campus. 

The NSU community 
that did come back have been 
praised by university offi- 
cials for coming together to 


upholdthe COVID-19 guide- 
lines and keep NSU safe. 
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_ Gwendolyn Brooks: the woman who wrote truth into America 
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The lines of Brooks’ poetry can 
be described as having a stressed 
vocabulary that features strongly 


rhymed lines with great deals of 
alliteration.Photo by Wikimedia Com- 
mons. 
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As an English major, one of 
my favorite things about poetry 
and literature is how it allows 
us to venture beyond the realm 
of our embodied experiences 
to become more understanding 
and enlightened individuals. 

One such poet whose words 
I find myself thinking about of- 
ten is Gwendolyn Brooks. Re- 
nowned for her poetry which el- 
oquently and angrily condemns 
social injustice in America, 
Brooks’ words are just as needed 
today as they were 70 years ago. 

Brooks is a poet whom 
I admire greatly, and I want 
to share her work and impor- 
tance with my fellow Demons 
this Black History Month in 
the hopes that they too will 
become inspired by the _ poet- 
ry of this phenomenal woman. 

Born in Topeka, Kansas 
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and raised in Chicago, Brooks 
began to write poetry at the age 
of seven and would eventually 
go on to become the first Black 
person to win a Pulitzer Prize. 

Brooks was awarded the 
1950 Pulitzer Prize for poet- 
ry for her second book of po- 
ems, “Annie Allen,” which 
was published in 1949. 

Throughout the _ entire- 
ty of her career as a writer, 
Brooks’ poetry concentrated 
on portraits of the ordinary as- 
pects of Black life, Black ex- 
perience and Black rage. She 
stressed the subversive moral- 
ity of isolated people and the 
complex lives of Black women. 

The lines of Brooks’ po- 
etry can be described as hav- 
ing a stressed vocabulary that 
features strongly rhymed lines 
with great deals of alliteration. 

In one of her most re- 
nowned poems, “We Real Cool,” 
Brooks uses the voice of an ado- 
lescent Black male to highlight 
America’s prejudices regarding 
race, class and Black identity. 

The poem is centered around 
a group of seven teenagers who 
decide to skip school in favor of 
playing pool at the local hangout, 
The Golden Shovel. But rather 
than critique the teenagers for 
their rebellious actions, Brooks 


instead criticizes the biased 
American education system. 
The pool players were 


not skipping school because 
they thought they were too 
good for it; they are the Black 
youth that have been oppressed 
by society. They gave up on 
school because school gave 
up on them first. The system 
would never embrace them 
like it had the white students. 


The youth at The Golden 
Shovel are lost. They do not 
know what the world wants 
from them, and as Black people 
they do not know where their 
futures are headed. The Gold- 
en Shovel is a safe place for the 
pool players because it provides 
them a freedom that neither a 
classroom nor America itself 
could- the ability to be them- 
selves without having to con- 
form to the standards of society. 

Fellow famed writer Alice 
Walker once said that if there 
was ever born a poet, it was 
Brooks. Brooks’ poetry reminds 
us that nobody should be con- 
sidered invisible to the world 
and that everybody should be 
entitled to the development 
of their personal identities. 

From her focus on Black 
experience, identity and unity, 
Brooks’ poetry provides her au- 
dience a deeper insight into the 
daily injustices and racism found 
in America and how amongst it 
all Black people will always find 
a way to ensure that the world 
hears the strength of their voice. 


“We Real Cool” (1959) 


The Pool Players 
Seven At The Golden Shovel. 


We real cool. We 
Left school. We 


Lurk late. We 
Strike straight. We 


Sing sin. We 
Thin gin. We 


Jazz June. We 
Die soon. 
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Softball looking forward to more game-action reps against ULM on Wednesday 


Bud Denega 
Sports Information Graduate 
Assistant 


NATCHITOCHES — The North- 
western State softball team returns 
home Wednesday. The Lady Demons, 
who sit at 5-2 on the season, host ULM 
at 5 p.m. at the Lady Demon Diamond. 

When NSU takes the field 
Wednesday it will be only three days 
removed from a busy weekend. The 
Lady Demons went 3-2 at the South 
Alabama Invitational, and two of those 
games stretched into extra innings. 

Playing in a tournament setting 
where NSU had the opportunity to 
compete in multiple games in one 
day was essential for the growth of 
the squad. Head coach Donald Pick- 
ett is beginning to identify his team’s 
strengths and what areas need shored 
up before Southland Conference 
play commences in a couple weeks. 

“To go out there and play and 
get those reps was big,” Pickett said. 


“Hopefully we continue to get those 
reps under our belt and continue to 
grow and learn and move forward.” 

Through seven games, the Lady 
Demons have seen contributions from 
nearly ever corner of their roster. Ju- 
nior pitcher Jensen Howell is at the 
tip of the spear, as she’s contributed 
both at the plate and in the circle. 

She’s batting .286, but owns 
an .857 — slugging percentage. 
That’s a byproduct of two home 
runs, two doubles and eight RBIs. 

Howell has also made three starts, 
one complete game, and lays claim to a 
2-1 record. She has an ERA of 3.68 in 
13.1 innings pitched with 16 strikeouts. 

She had a go-ahead home run 
in the first game of the South Al- 
abama Invitational, and also ac- 
counted for both runs against Mid- 
dle Tennessee via a two-run shot. 

Howell wasn’t the only one who 
had an impactful home run. Fellow 
junior Cayla Jones stole the _ spot- 
light Sunday with a walk-off grand 


Lady Demons begin final week with New 


Orleans 


Brad Welborn 
Assistant Director of 
Communications 


NATCHITOCHES - A long sea- 
son for Northwestern State women’s 
basketball enters the final stretch with 
the last two games of the year this week. 

The Lady Demons (0-18, 0-13) host 
New Orleans on Wednesday night be- 
fore closing out the 2020-21 season 
with Central Arkansas on Saturday. 
Tipoff of Wednesday’s affair with New 
Orleans is set for 6:30 p.m. inside Prath- 
er Coliseum. The game can be heard 
locally on 92.3 FM with subscription 
video and free audio streams available 
at www.nsudemons.com or on the NSU 
Athletics mobile app, a free download 
in either the Apple of Google stores. 
NSU had one bad quarter in the loss 
to Southeastern Louisiana on Saturday. 
A more than seven-minute stretch of 
scoreless basketball allowed the Lady 
Lions to pull away enough to secure 
the road win. While the Lady Demons 
played a much improved second half, 


the deficit was too large and O-for-1ll 
mark from behind the arc didn’t al- 
low for bulk points for the home team. 
“Our shootaround before the game 
wasn’t very energetic,” first-year head 
coach Anna Nimz said. “I think all 
the small things like that add up to 
the game and what’s going to hap- 
pen. We started off sluggish but came 
out and played a better second half. 
“It still comes down to we’re a young 
team asking freshmen and_ sopho- 
mores to get these things accom- 
plished. I think we’re capable of do- 
ing it and I really hope for their 
sake that we have a good final week.” 
With the amount of minutes Erin 
Harris and Osha Cummings have put 
in this season one can easily forget 
that they are in just their first year 
of collegiate basketball. Both have 
been sparks at times for the Lady De- 
mons through the challenging sea- 
son, including the past three games. 
Harris set and then reset her season 
best scoring output with 14 against Nich- 
olls, then upping it to 15 against South- 
eastern. Cummings has led the team 


slam. She isn’t far behind How- 
ell with seven RBIs on the season. 

Junior E.C. Delafield is batting 
a smooth .400 with a pair of RBIs. 
She’s also made one start and one re- 
lief appearance and has yet to allow 
a run in those eight innings pitched. 

Sophomore Bronte Rho- 
den rounds out the top end of the 
staff. She’s made two starts, toss- 
ing a total of 14.1 innings pitched 
with a 1.95 ERA and 14 strikeouts. 

Senior Kaitlyn St. Clair 
boasts the team’s best batting aver- 
age at 417, which includes a home 
run. Maggie Black owns the oth- 
er NSU’s home run on the season. 

ULM enters Tuesday’ with 
3-6 overall mark. The Warhawks 
dropped all four games at the Sam- 
ford Tournament this past weekend. 

Kennedy Johnson leads the way 
at the plate with a .476 batting av- 
erage and four RBIs. Korie Kreps 
and Madelyn Fletcher have .385 and 
321 batting averages, respectively. 








; 
Anessa Dussette, guard, dribbles down the court in Prather Col 


Five different players have made 
a start for the Warhawks this season 
and four of those have made at least 
two starts. Gianni Hulett has twirled 
the most innings at 18.1, laying claim 
to a 2.29 ERA with 10 strikeouts. 

Following the ULM game, 
Northwestern State will once again 
hit the road for a tournament. The 
Lady Demons will participate in the 
Wooo Pig Classic in Fayetteville, Ar- 
kansas, which begins Friday with 
a 12:30 p.m. contest against Drake. 


Outfielder Elise Vincent prepares 
to catch a fly ball. Photo by Chris 
Reich. 


p . 





iseum against 





Southeasthern University’s Lady Lions. Photo by Chris Reich. 


in rebounding in the past three games, 
averaging 8.0 board per game, match- 
ing a season best she set in the game 
at New Orleans on Jan. 27 each time. 
It’s that kind of energy, effort, enthu- 
siasm and confidence the Lady De- 
mons as a whole will need to harness 
in the final two games of the season. 
In the first meeting with New Orle- 
ans, the Lady Demons entered the 
fourth quarter with just a five-point 
deficit. A string of costly turnovers 
early in the period opened the door 
for the Privateers (5-14, 2-11) to turn 
a close game into a 15-point win, their 
first in conference play at the time. 


Regardless of the game or the opponent 
the next two games for Nimz boil down to 
a handful of things, none of which cen- 
ter around the Xs and Os of basketball. 

“If they can leave it all out on the 
court, control our heart, effort, ener- 
gy, focus and pride in what we’re do- 
ing, the games can be ours,” Nimz said. 
“It’s not that we don’t have the abili- 
ty to do that we just haven’t been able 
to do it. I told them if they can snag 
one of them, that’s what they'll remem- 
ber from a very tough, adversity-filled 
year. They'll remember that one game.” 
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NSU to host student body elections 


Christian Bell 
Reporter 

Northwestern State Uni- 
versitys Student Govern- 
ment Association will be 
hosting student body election 
filings beginning on March 
wm and ending on March 25. 
Voting will begin on April 
3 and end on April 14. 

Student Body  Presi- 
dent Nick Hopkins shared 
some information about the 
process for students  seek- 
ing information for voting, 
filing and requirements. 

“SGA will release a form 
where students can file for 
the election,” 
“Candidates 


will submit their names, con- 


Hopkins said. 
for positions 
tact information, classifica- 


tion, a photograph and po- 


@thecurrentsauce 


2 @thecurrentsauce 
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sition being sought as well 
as a position statement.” 

Candidateswillalsosubmit 
their campus-wide ID num- 
ber to verify their eligibility by 
Student Government Associ- 
ation advisor Shayne Creppel. 

Any candidate that does 
not meet the eligibility re- 
quirements or does not sub- 


mit a complete form will 


OU foy X-meo)munt-My(-1-) .4 


“Women don't need a voice. They 
have a voice. They need to feel 
empowered to use it, and people 
need to be encouraged to listen.” 


Meghan Markle 


not t be placed on the ballot. 
Candidates 


dent and vice president must 


for _ presi- 
submit a joint statement of 
no more than 250 words. 

President and vice presi- 
dent must be current mem- 
bers of Student Government 
Association and have served 
on the Student Government 


Association for at least two 


semesters and be in good 
standing with the university. 
Candidates 


er will be required to sub- 


for treasur- 


mit a position statement of 
no more than 200 words. 

Treasurer candidates 
must have served on Student 
Government Association 
for at least two semesters as 
well as be a current mem- 
ber of Student Government 
Association and be in good 
standing with the university. 
po- 


sitions are open to all stu- 


25  senator-at-large 


dents. Canidates are re- 


quired to have a cumulative 
and semester GPA of. 2.0. 


Candidates for — sen- 
ator-at-large will submit 
a position statement of 


no more than 150 words. 


4 Arts and Living: NSU 
remembers Phillip Kidd 


Viewpoints: Sometimes the 
show should not go on 


8 Sports: Football recap 
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Student spotlight: Makayla Lacy, a helping hand 


Tyrenisha James 
Reporter 


Originating from Port Al- 
len, Louisiana, senior social 
work major Makayla Lacy 
was able to find a similar 
small-town feeling at North- 
western State University. 

Lacy said she had not heard 
of NSUuntilshemetarecruiter. 

“Based on everything she 
was telling me, it just seemed 
homey,” Lacy said. “Then I 
went to N-Side view and [liked 
the small-town energy because 
I am from a small town.” 

Throughout her 
at NSU, Lacy maintained a 


time 


4.0 while being actively in- 
volved in the Demon Writ- 
ers Guild and Phi Alpha. 

“I met a lot of people and 
I was able to show off my 
creativity a little bit,” Lacy 
said. “They were very close, 
amicable and welcoming.” 
credited her 


mother as_ her inspiration. 


Lacy 


“She always wanted the 
best for her kids and she’s 
worked hard for 


that. She inspires me every 


always 


day and I want to be suc- 
cessful for her,” 


Lacy said. 
Whensheisnotbusy study- 


i at =! pe. I 





Makayla Lacy stands in front of the Social Work sign in om Hall. 
Lacy is a senior Social Work major and plans to attend LSU for her 
master’s degree. Photo by China Brown. 


ing, she enjoys various hobbies. 

“I like to write. I am a 
creative writer. I am a hob- 
byist artist. I occasionally 
play games and listen to mu- 
sic. I also crochet,” Lacy said. 

Lacy was not always sure 
of what major she wanted 
to pursue. In high school, 
she wanted to help  peo- 
ple but did not know how. 

“I was constantly flip- 
try- 


ing to figure out what | 


ping through majors, 


wanted to do,” Lacy said. 
She eventually set- 
tled on social work be- 


cause of the many options 
that were presented to her. 


“In the second or third 
semester, I got to start work- 
ing with people,” Lacy 
said. “I think that is when 
I locked on to the fact that 
this is not necessarily a job 
for me, this feels natural.” 

Lacy said she dealt 
with and = de- 
pression for a long time. 


anxiety 


“I think being in a new 
place for a while kind of ex- 
asperated it. I had to learn to 
take a step back and realize that 
I am learning, and I can be le- 
nient with myself,” Lacy said. 

She is currently intern- 
Natchitoches Re- 
Medical Center’s 


ing at 
gional 


inpatient and outpatient re- 
flections behavioral hospital. 


She said it 


ably interesting because it 


is remark- 


is a population that she was 
not expecting to work with. 

After she 
from NSU, she plans to 
earn her master’s degree at 
State 
ty for clinical social work. 

“After that, I plan on 
working a little bit and even- 
tually getting my LCSW li- 


cense and practicing privately 


graduates 


Louisiana Universi- 


for marginalized youth like 
teenagers in the LGBT com- 
munity and marginalized rac- 
es,” Lacy said. “Because I feel 
like those are the most tar- 
geted populations and they 
don’t get enough support.” 

She has plenty of advice for 
students who were looking to 
pursue a career in social work. 

“I would say when you 
learn and start working, do 
it with passion,” Lacy said. 
“Rely on the people around 
you and rely on your support 
systems and the staff because 
they are here to help you.” 
NSU 
may be coming to. end, 


but her 


learn will remain with her. 


time at 


Lacy’s 


willingness to 
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Student S 


Trinity Velazquez 
Editor in Chief 


Bayli Quick is soft spoken as 
she sits on the couch in the Cur- 
rent Sauce office. She has just got- 
ten off from working in the Nar- 
cotics Division at the Natchitoches 
Sherriff’s station and looks tired. 

“Initially, I wanted to be a 
biology major, and I was for the 
first two years and then I changed 
to criminal justice,” Quick said. 
“It was a big change but I’m re- 
ally happy I did that because it’s 
closer to what I really want to do.” 

Bayli has worked in the sher- 
ifPs department since July 20109. 
She handles all the narcotic evi- 
dence for the city and the parish. 

“Anything the police bo 
ment and the sheriff's office sieze, 
it comes to me and I prepare it for 
the crime lab which is a very vital 
part for all court cases in Natchi- 
toches,” She said. “So doing that 
and being a full-time student is 
kind of hard, but I really want to 
stay in this position after I graduate 
but right now, Pm just part time.” 

Quick hopes that  af- 
ter she graduates in Decem- 
ber she will work full time 
for the sheriffs department. 

“It’s really interesting be- 
cause I’ve never heard of some- 
one in college working with 
narcotics because it’s so serious 
and I’m just really thankful for 
the opportunity,” Quick said. 

Quick says that she has 
learned a lot from working 
and many of her past cours- 
es have helped her with the job. 

“[’m in a narcotics class right 
now but it helps me identify drugs 
and side effects and symptoms 
of someone taking those drugs. 
It’s taught me a lot,” Quick said. 

When Quick was a biology ma- 
jor her concentration was forensic 
science, but she had trouble getting 
into the forensics labs. She couldn’t 





potlight: Bayll 


Last May, Quick posted a picture of herself on Facebook where 
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she was in her room. The bed was unmade and there were clothes 
all over the top of her bed and on the floor. The deeply emotional 
post received over 400 likes and over 100 comments. Submitted 


photo. 
get the hang of chemistry either. 
“In criminal justice I can 
read more about court cases 
and stuff and I can memorize it 
and see it whereas in biology, it 
just wouldn’t click,” She said. 
Bayliis not afraid to post about 
her mental health on social media. 
A year ago, she was diagnosed with 
Generalized Anxiety Disorder. 
“When the pandemic hit, I was 
at home all the time and that’s not 
the type of personlam,” Quick said. 
Baylihasnumerouspostsonher 
social medias where she has posed 
with band members, attended 
concerts with friends and traveled. 
“That’s all I really do outside 
of school and work and I was just 
sitting at home I just couldn’t 
get a grip on reality,” Quick said. 
Quick went to the doctor and 
was diagnosed with general anxi- 
ety disorder. She said that is when 
she realized this was something she 
has been experiencing all her life. 
Generalized Anxiety Disorder 
(GAD) is characterized by per- 
sistent and excessive worry about 
a number of different things, ac- 
cording to the Anxiety and De- 
pression Association of America. 
GAD affects 6.8 million adults, 
or 3.1 percent of the U.S. popula- 
tion, in any given year. Women 


are twice as likely to be affected. 
The disorder comes on gradually 
and can begin across the life cy- 
cle, though the risk is highest be- 
tween childhood and middle age. 
“Any little thing that would 
happen in my life I would just 
break down. Like if I couldn’t 
get an assignment turned in 
on time, it would push me 
back a week,” Quick © said. 
Last May, Quick posted a pic- 
ture of herself on Facebook where 
she was in her room. The bed was 
unmade and there were clothes all 
over the top of her bed and on the 
floor. In the post, she describes 
the “behind the scenes” of her suc- 
cess where she admitted that there 
were nights she stayed up crying 
and that she was always trying to 
meet everyone else’s expectations. 
“But what you didn’t see is the 
endless nights sitting in my room 
crying wishing I was doing some- 
thing else in life. But I was too 
afraid,” the Facebook post reads. 
“I don’t regret any of it because it 
was the best time of my life, but I 
often wonder what my life would 
be like if I didn’t focus on what 
other people thought of me.” 
he deeply emotional post re- 
ceived over 400 likes and over 100 
comments. It shows a vulnerability 






Quick, an overcomer 


in Quick that went out for the pub- 
lic to see. Quick said that she just 
wanted people to know that this 
was what she was going through 
and it’s okay to talk about it. 
“TI was keeping it bottled in and 
I didn’t want to tell anyone that I 
had anxiety because all my life, ve 
had people and seen people who’ve 
had depression or something crazy 
and it’s not like that,” She said. 
“I think putting it out there 
and talking about it makes other 
people more comfortable and I 
just wanted to get it off my chest 
because I wasn’t ashamed of it. 
We all have problems and some- 
times it just needs to be talked 
about because if you bottle it in 
it will get worse,” She continued. 
Quick said that in school, she 
had anxiety attacks, but her school 
was small, so people thought 
she was putting on a _ show. 
“If we out go to the audi- 
torium for a day or a new place 
I would just break down. Any- 
thing that was out of my dail 
routine, it was just- I couldn’t do 
it,” Quick said. “I guess I never 
realized that it wasn’t normal.” 
Although the exact cause of 
GAD is unknown, there is evidence 
that biological factors, family back- 
ground and life experiences, par- 
ticularly stressful ones, play a role. 
Bayli lives 20 to 30 min- 
utes away from Natchitoches 
and is an online student. The 
switch to go online was heavi- 
ly decided on to have more time 
at home to care for her dad. 
“My dad has Parkinsons. 
He’s had it for 10 years and it’s 
just me and my mom there to 
take care of him so being online 
I can stay home, help with him 
and still work,” She said. “I don’t 
have to worry about coming to 
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Continued from page 3 
campus every day 
and taking a class.“ 
She said that sometimes on- 


line classes get difficult because 
one must have a lot of discipline 
to just sit and work, something 
that she can’t do a lot because of 
work and taking care of her dad. 

“I’m a first-generation college 
student so I wanted the normal col- 
lege experience. I wanted to live 
in the dorms, join all the organiza- 
tions I could, and you know hang 
out with my friends,” Quick said. 

Quick said when she first 
started college, her dad wasn’t 
that sick so she thought that 
next year she could come back. 

“Well then that time got here and 
now I need to stay home. My mom 
had to work because my dad retired 
my freshman year of high school,” She 
said. “It just got to the point where he 
wasn’t getting any better so I had to 
help my mom because I would have 
felt so selfish if I moved here and I 
wasn't there to help her all the time.” 

Quick said that even if all 
she does is go to pick up her dad’s 
medicine or cook for him in the 
evenings while her mom _ works, 
she’s helping her in some aspect. 

“T can’t take him to all his doc- 
tor’s appointments and things like 
that, but I try to do whatever I can 
whenever I can to help,” She said. “I 
think it helps my mom just to have 
someone there in case she can’t do 
something and there have been times 
where it was just me and him there 
and I thought I would have to call 
an ambulance because he was fall- 
ing, and I couldn’t pick him up.” 

“It gets really difficult, and I 
knew he couldn’t be alone all the 
time. He’s fine on his own but it just 
makes me feel better if I’m there,” 
She said. “It just gives me a better 
feeling that I’ve gone online, and my 
time is more flexible. It was a really 
hard decision because all I wanted 
was a normal college experience.” 

Quick went online before the 
pandemic so when NSU went vir- 


tual last March, she was already set. 

“I didn’t have to worry,” She said. 

Quick’s favorite class has been 
Sociology roro with Dr. Mark Melder. 

“That class taught me _ so 
many things about society that I 
never thought of. But the semes- 
ter before that, I took philosophy 
and that made my brain turn on a 
three sixty when I took that class 
and it taught me so many things 
about our thought process and 
how we view the world,” She said. 

When Bayli took — sociolo- 
gy, she said she started to think 
about society and her place in it. 

“That class basically taught 
me that everyone has a part in so- 
ciety no matter your background, 
your race, your gender,” She said. 

Quick stated that when she first 
started in college she wanted to do 
everything from joining a sorority 
to Student Government Association 

“But now I just don’t have the 
patience or time to do any of those 
things,” Quick said. “And even if 
I wanted to but I couldn’t. I bare- 
ly have time to take care of myself.” 

Quick said that since she has be- 
come a criminal justice major, the best 
partaboutNSUhasbeenherprofessors. 

“My advisor, Bill Shaw, has re- 
ally motivated me into staying with 
criminal justice. He is probably the 
reason I’m still here because when I 
changed over, I was so close to drop- 
ping out I could taste it just because I 
didn’t feel like I was strong enough,” 
Quick said. “I had also flunked 
chemistry and anatomy and all these 
classes so I changed to criminal jus- 
tice, met him and I’m less stressed 
so definitely my professors that 
keep me motivated when I need it. 

Quick said that they know 
she goes through a lot and can’t 
meet every deadline and it makes 
her happy that they help her. 

Quick wants to eventual- 
ly work for the FBI and become 


an instructor in criminal justice. 


“I just can’t believe that 
I got to this point,” She said. 
“It’s crazy to think about.” 





Lora Luquet 


Arts and Living Editor 
Northwestern State Uni- 

versity professor Philip Kidd 

died on Feb. 16 of this year. 


Kidd’s career at NSU began in 
2002 when he held the role of theater 
shop foreman. In 2003, he became 
the assistant professor of theater 
and the director of technical theater. 

Over the course of his career, Kidd 
designed sets and held the position 
of technical director for over 30 De- 
partment of Theatre and Dance pro- 
ductions. Kidd also worked on many 
shows as a charge artist, technical advi- 
sor, shop foreman and props master. 
LB Slater, senior theater ma- 
was one of Kidd’s students. 
“IT could never thank Phil 
enough for what he did for me as a 
student. If it wasn’t for his help, I 
would not be very far in my career 
as I am now,” Slater said. “There 
was a point in my life that I didn’t 
know what I wanted do in theater 
but with his guidance I found my 
passion in props and carpentry.” 

Robert Richoux, assistant pro- 
fessor of technical theater, was taught 
by Kidd during his time as a student 
at NSU. Richoux has worked with 
Kidd at NSU for the past four years. 

Richoux is now part of amemori- 
al group of over 300 people who share 
photos, stories and quotes from Kidd. 

“My favorite memory and the 
biggest challenge was when he was 
bitten by a spider on his behind and 
was out for a month or so when 
I was a student,” Richoux.§ said. 

Richoux said that his absence 
forced the student technicians like 
himself to step up and try their best to 
prepare for the show to run smoothly. 

“I think we rose to the challenge 
and made him proud,” Richoux said. 
“When he got back, we decorated 
his office with spider related things, 
including a spider pillow for him 
to sit on. He enjoyed that welcome 
back, he had a great sense of humor.” 

An obituary written by Scott 


jor, 


NSU remembers Phillir 





Kidd 


Kidd inspired many coworkers and 
students throughout his career, 
and his legacy will live on through 
the memories and art he left be- 


hind. Submitted photo. 
Burrell, assistant director of creative 
and performing arts, said that Kidd 
was a dedicated faculty member, 
a caring and giving mentor, a pas- 
sionate teacher and a gifted artist. 
“Phil will be greatly missed 
by all who knew him. Especially by 
the students who were ‘his kids.’ 
Many have graduated and become 
professionals in the world of tech- 
nical theater and design. A number 
have gone on to get their graduate 
degrees and are now teaching their 
‘own kids’ the lessons learned in 
Phil’s scene shop,” his obituary said. 
“He taught me a lot of skills 
that I use in every show I work 
on, and I hope to share in pro- 
fessional theater,” Slater © said. 
Kidd inspired many coworkers 
and students throughout his career, 
and his legacy will live on through 
the memories and art he left behind. 
“Some students left NSU and 
took different paths in their lives, but 
regardless, Phil’s influence remains 
with them in his many witticisms 
on life ‘work smarter, not harder,’ 
‘stop thinking,’ ‘you can do this’ 
and ‘so many more,” Burrell said. 
A memorial service for Kidd 
was held on Friday, March 5, in 
the Student Union Ballroom. 
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Art for art’s sake 


Krista Hanson 
Viewpoints Editor 


Art has been a part of 
my life for as long as I can 
remember. My dad drew all 
the time. I have such vivid 
memories from going out to 
eat and having the children’s 
paper menu with its three 
crayons. My dad would 
take a crayon and make 
mini masterpieces next to 
cartoon animals and mazes. 

As a family, we’d go to 
museums. I remember fall- 
ing in love with the interac- 
tive art in the children sec- 
tions or the flower garden 
behind the RW Norton 
Art Gallery in Shreveport. 
I got to see different ex- 
hibits change as I grew up. 
Some exhibits stayed the 


same, but the rooms full 


of life like dolls no longer 
scared me as I got older. 

One thing stayed consis- 
tent through all these years, 
I was always trying to find 
purpose and value in the 
art I was seeing. There was 
this one room where we'd 
stand in front of a wall and 
our shadows would appear 
to be lagging with color ex- 
ploding around us. It was 
fun to see but only for a few 
moments. I'd find myself 
bored and trying to figure 
out how it worked or why 
they would spend their time 
to power this room that no 
one ever stayed in too long. 

I became extremely in- 
terested in tattoos in middle 
school as I saw my parents 
and people I admired put- 
ting art on their bodies. I 
was encouraged to think 
about tattoos for a long 
time and give them some 
meaning. Even now at 20, 
still tattoo-less, I find my- 
self wanting to defend the 


tattoos I want to get in 


the future. I need to justi- 
fy and give meaning to art 
that doesn’t even exist yet. 

Even as my own aft- 
work has moved from less 
painting and drawing, 
more into writing, I am 
asked to find meaning in 
the things I read. We ana- 
lyze and find deeper expla- 
nations for other people’s 
writing and even our own. 

Don’t get me wrong, | 
love analyzing and taking 
text to another level. I love 
finding parallels between art 
and finding the ways meta- 
phors are created through 
visual or subtle methods. 

But I don’t think art has 
to always be analyzed. Art 
doesn’thaveto be philosoph- 
ical or deep to have value. 

L’art pour l’art, translat- 
ed from French into art for 
art’s sake, is the artistic phi- 
losophy that the intrinsic 
value of art is separate from 
its function. This became a 
bohemian creed in the 19th 


century in direct defiance 


of people who thought that 
art only had value for moral, 
didactic or political reasons. 

This 


firmed art was 


declaration con- 
valuable 
simply because it is art. 
Artistic endeavors do not 
need justification to simply 
exist. Art can be just art. 

Even as I preach that art 
is important whether peo- 
ple give it some separate val- 
ue besides its existence, it’s 
hard to feel this way about 
my own art. I’ve made my- 
self believe that even my own 
work doesn’t have value 
without outside validation. 

However, I am_ lucky 
enough to have professors, 
peers and friends who un- 
derstand this kind of frus- 
tration. They’ve allowed 
me to create art that doesn’t 
have to do anything except 
exist. ’ve been able to sepa- 
rate the things I create from 
the inherent need to give 
it a meaning or purpose. 

Sometimes art just 
needs to exist. And some- 
that’s 


times enough. 
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Sometimes the show should not go on 


Serena Bonnette 
Opinion Columnist 


First let me start out by say- 
ing, my opinions do not reflect 
the views of the Northwestern 
State University Department of 
Theater and Dance. As a senior 
theater major here at Northwest- 
ern State, in the year of 2020, 
things certainly have notgonethe 
way I, nor anyone else, planned. 

Things got canceled and life 
hadtomoveon. Inthis whirlwind 
of a year, we have experienced 
two natural disasters, a pan- 
demic and somehow are all still 
walking around NSU’s campus. 

2020 has taken many op- 
portunities out of the hands of 
performers and theater techni- 
cians. So, when a snowstorm di- 
saster hit the week before a per- 
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formance was set to open it was 
no surprise the department was 
willing to do anything and ev- 
erything to make sure the show 
opened on time- even at the ex- 
pense of stressing out students. 

As a theater person I totally 
believe in the over used state- 
ment “the show must go on.” 
But I have to ask- to what extent? 

The past four years here 
have taught me to push through 
and that in reality if we put our 
minds to it anything can be 
done. I will be forever grate- 
ful for the problem-solving 
skills I have learned over the 
course of my college career, 
and I will say that every-time I 
encounter a “major” issue and 
push through it I feel extreme- 
ly accomplished in the end. 
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But, with that, the stu- 
dents in the Department of 
Theater and Dance have a 
lot expected of them- and 
sometimes, in my _ opinion, 
too much expected of them. 

This past week the depart- 
ment of Theater and Dance 
put on the spring dance concert 
“Emerge.” It’s been a process 
that began even before the se- 
mester started. I was the costume 
designer for one of the pieces. 
To be quite honest I didn’t have 
the best experience, and I was 
not alone. My experience is only 
through the view of a costum- 
er, so my issues and opinions 
of the show are based around 
the costume side of things. 

In a typical theater produc- 
tion, the week before tech week 
is one of the most productive 
in the costume shop. Costumes 
are finished, final fittings are 
made, and we can head into 
tech week prepared and ready 
to make changes in the three 
days of dress rehearsal. Due to 
the storm campus was closed 
and the shop lost three days of 
work and final fittings that were 
important to the production. 

I expected the department 
to post pone or move back the 
show, but as a “strong” depart- 
ment the decision was made to 
open the production on time 
and to only have one dress re- 
hearsal, leaving only three days 
to get the costumes finished and 





leaving no time for final fittings. 
To no surprise, the first dress re- 
hearsal was filled with my cos- 
tumes not fitting and falling 
apart, things that were out of my 
control. Of course, because of 
the costuming issues, the blame 
was put on the costume shop. 

The show went on, it 
opened, and the dancers and 
performers looked beautiful 
on stage, and the costumes 
were great. But I do believe 
the whole situation could have 
been handled a lot better from 
a head of the department stand- 
point, starting with postponing 
the production to give the cos- 
tumers and technicians time to 
put on beautiful theater just as 
the performers had their time 
to put on beautiful theater. 

The lack of consideration 
there left many, just as I, incred- 
ibly stressed and sad through- 
out the whole final process. 

As much as I wanted to 
be excited to have my final 
designs be on stage at NSU I 
felt sad that all the demand- 
ing work I and the rest of the 
team had done was rushed. 

I am incredibly grateful for 
the things that the department 
has given me in terms of oppor- 
tunity, but the idea that theater 
must live under the stress and ex- 
pectation to be miracle workers 
is an overused and over expected 
trait that I hope will change soon 
for future generations to come. 
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Faculty Feature: Dr. McFarland, a role-model for all students 





Dr. McFarland pushes students 
to re-evaluate how people have 
historically and continue to write 
about the world, through novel, 
filmand learned experience. 
Submitted photo. 


Carly Chandler 
Contributing Writer 
Dr. Sarah McFarland is 


an undergraduate  profes- 
sor of English and is on the 
graduate faculty at North- 
western State University. 

[ve had the pleasure of 
being one of Dr. McFarland’s 
undergraduate students since 
the spring of 2020. In that 
time, she’s not only shown 
me that she’s a wonderful pro- 
fessor and advisor, but that 
she’s also empathetic, caring 


and a wonderful role model 


for any young person, partic- 
ularly her English students. 

Dr. McFarland has writ- 
ten multiple academic papers 
on the theories of ecocriti- 
cism and human exception- 
alism and recently published 
her book, 
lapse Fiction and Cultures 


of 


first “Ecocol- 


Human — Extinction.” 
Before the COVID-19 
pandemic shifted how class- 
es had to be taught, I was in 
her English 4230 class, “Liter- 
ature and the Environment.” 
This class was the gateway 
into a long-term interest in 


the 


nist theories around our re- 


ecocriticism and femi- 
lationship with nature and 
how we, as humans, interact 
with the rest of the world. 

Dr. McFarland push- 
es students to re-evaluate 
how people have historically 
and continue to write about 
the world, through novel, 
film and learned experience. 


And then, as the course 


continues, she encourag- 
es students to evaluate for 
themselves. Dr. McFarland 


pairs presentations and ESSAYS 


to gauge the level of critical 
thinking and understanding 
that each student is displaying 
about a specific subject, rele- 
vant to the course material. 

As the pandemic contin- 
ued to worsen, Dr. McFar- 
land was quick to put her 
students first by making sure 
that the course load was still 
manageable as many students 
were displaced and confused. 
She’s always eager to hear from 
her students and wants to be 
available to answer any ques- 
tions or offer advice- or cheer- 
leading, as the case may be. 

Dr. McFarland also heads 
the two-part senior semi- 
nar that every English major 
needs to complete their de- 
eree. This seminar is offered 
for each concentration of 
English majors to compile 
what they’ve learned during 
their time at NSU, and later 
present and share this proj- 
ect at their choice of events, 
including LitCon, Research 
Day and the Demon Writ- 
ers Guild Semester reads. 

While the first part of the 


seminar was held virtually, we 


met twice a week via Micro- 
Me 
Farland helped nurture the 


soft Teams, where Dr. 


natural and learned creativity 
of myself and my classmates. 
Now, [’m putting that 


research to use in the sec- 


ond part of my_ senior 
seminar, under Dr. Mc- 
Farland’s lead and advice. 


She encourages each stu- 
dent to focus on what they 
want to do with their degree, 
on what makes each individu- 
al happy and she reiterates that 
the class’ project is not intend- 
ed to make us miserable. I 
should be challenging but not 
something we dread doing. 

Dr. McFarland is always 
willing to give feedback, crit- 
icism and a new perspective. 
She encourages critical think- 
ing and pushes each student 
to come to know themselves 
and what they love to do, 
regardless of background 
or plans for the future. 

Dr. McFarland is a huge 
inspiration to myself and 
many other students, and | 
can truthfully say that she’s 


one of my biggest role models. 
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Matt Vines 
Assistant Sports Information 
Director 


NATCHITOCHES —- _ Trail- 
ing by two scores in the fourth 
quarter, Northwestern State’s of- 
fense kicked into gear and pieced 
together its most impressive drive 
Saturday to put No. 7 Nicholls 
on the ropes with 5:40 remaining. 

But a Demons’ defense that 
dug in its heels for most of Sat- 
urday against a high-powered 
Nicholls offense couldn’t _ pro- 
duce another turnover or stop. 

The Colonels (3-0, 1-o Southland 
Conference) ate up the rest of the 
clock, and NSU (0-1, o-1 SLC) fell just 
short of an in-state upset in a 31-24 loss 
in the Demons’ first action in 471 days. 

“I couldn’t be more proud of 
this group, and we've talked about 
471 days to come out here and play 
for 60 minutes,” said NSU head 
coach Brad Laird. “We’re disap- 
pointed in the scoreboard, but we 
showed what we’re about in the 
way they fought and competed. 

“We got down 21-7 and 
were able to battle back and 
give ourselves a chance to win.” 

Quarterbacks Kaleb Fletcher 
and Zach Clement split drives Sat- 
urday, but it was Fletcher who led 
the drive that cut the Colonels’ edge 
to one score in the fourth quarter. 

Fletcher picked up a fourth 
down with his legs on a 17-yard 
scramble before finding senior receiv- 
er Gavin Landry for a 13-yard touch- 
down with 5:40 left. The junior fin- 
ished with 49 passing yards on 8-of-17 
and another 19 yards on the ground. 

Clement, a redshirt freshman 
playingin hisfirsttwocareergames, fin- 
ished with 18 yards passing on 5-of-13. 

Junior running back Scooter Ad- 
ams gainedi9 yards witha Nichollspen- 
alty tacked on to jumpstart the drive. 


Resilient Demons fall short against No. 7 


yA 
D 
ic 


Running back Aubrey Scott (24) is held up by offensive lineman 
Kenny Sheldon (56) at Turpin Stadium for the first NSU football 
game of the season. The Demons played Nicholls State University. 


Photo by Chris Reich. 


“In that moment, knowing we 
had to score in the fourth quarter, it’s 
good to see our guys convert there,” 
Laird said. “We put ourselves in a po- 
sition to win, and we made plays on 
that possession to get in that position. 

“The defense responded well 
tonight down 21-7, but I think 
third down (both offensively and 
defensively) was big in the game. 
We couldn’t get off the field, 
and Nicholls sustained drives.” 

Landry’s touchdown catch is his 
second straight game against Nich- 
olls to reach the end zone and third 
straight game to score. His last game 
was Oct. 17, 2019, against Central 
Arkansas in which he tore his ACL. 

The Colonels compiled 545 of- 
fensive yards and converted 9-of-19 on 
third down, including a pair of third 
downs on thefinaldrivetoicethegame. 

NSU gained 304 yards and 
converted 3-of-13. on third down. 

Quarterback Lindsey Scott 
tallied 299 passing yards on 21I- 
of-33 and three touchdowns and 
added another 91 rushing yards. 

Nicholls scored touchdowns on 
its first two drives despite facing NSU 
appearingtomakestopsonbothdrives. 


A fourth-down pass interference 
call and an overturned fumble recov- 
ery aided Nicholls on two scoring 
drives, capped by a5-yard Julien Gums 
touchdown and a Dai’Jean Dixon six- 
yard touchdown catch from Scott. 

NSU_ responded in between 
those drives when Adams sprinted 58 
yards fora score to match Nicholls 7-7. 

The Demons rushed for 237 
yards led by freshman Aubrey Scott’s 
119 yards in his first collegiate game. 

Nicholls scored on  consecu- 
tive possessions on a pair of Dixon 
touchdown catches to give the Col- 
onels a 21-7 edge. Dixon finished 
with seven catches for us yards. 

But that’s when NSU’s defense 
stood tall with their backs against 
the wall. The Demons forced three 
straight Nicholls punts before forc- 
ing two turnovers on the goal line. 

Jomard Valsin knocked the 
ball out of Scott’s hands at the 
pylon to force a touchback be- 
fore Shemar Bartholomew _inter- 
cepted Scott in the end zone on 
the first drive of the second half. 

“I always look to make big plays, 
but first and foremost, I want to put 
my teammates in the right positions 





Nicholls 


and feed off of them,” said Valsin, who 
led NSU with 10.5 tackles. “If they 
don’t do their job, I can’t do my job. 

“The comebacks show that we 
have courage, have faith in the game 
plan and have faith in each other. It 
felt great playing againsta ranked team 
like Nicholls, and coming into the 
next game, we'll definitely be better.” 

Bartholomew has four inter- 
ceptions in his last four games dat- 
ing back to 2019. Senior linebacker 
JaQuay Pough added 10 tackles. 

Scott highlighted NSU’s  ex- 
plosive running game with an 80- 
yard gallop to slice Nicholls’ lead 
to 21-14 early in the third quarter. 

Scott’s run and Adams’ 58-yard 
run were the longest NSU sprints 
since Oct. 14, 2017, when Chris Jones 
(90 yards) and Jared West (62 yards) 
found daylight against Sam Houston. 

“(Explosive runs) is what I’ve felt 
the offense has been missing, and ev- 
erybody in the running back room is 
capable of breaking those runs,” said 
Scott, a Stonewall native. “We started 
slow, but we battled for Go minutes. 

“'m proud of the offensive 
line for creating gaps and the de- 
fense for holding strong — we were 
doing our jobs, it was just a lit- 
tle too late. I know we came up 
short, but we're not done yet.” 

Nicholls and NSU traded a 
pair of short field goals before the 
Colonels appeared to take con- 
trol on a David Robinson 42-yard 
touchdown catch at the begin- 
ning of the fourth quarter (31-17). 

NSU _ kicker Eddie Godina 
made all three extra points and 
his 25-yard field goal in his debut. 

But Fletcher led the Demon drive 
that put NSU back in the game, only 
for the Colonels to run out the clock. 

The Demons return to ac- 
tion Saturday at Southeastern in 
the first road game of the season. 
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NSU to hold six commencement ceremonies 


Kendall Caple 
Reporter 


Northwestern State Uni- 
versitys spring 2021 com- 
mencement will be held as 
six different ceremonies to 
adhere to state and national 
health advisors’ guidelines. 

In a press release, NSU 
President Dr. Chris Maggio 
said that the ceremonies will 
be conducted at 10 a.m. and 
2 p.m. each day Wednesday, 
May 5 through Friday, May 7. 

“Mask requirements, so- 
cial distancing and _ other 
health and safety protocols 
will be in effect,” Maggio said. 

According to Provost and 
Vice President of Academic 
Affairs Dr. Greg Handel, the 
spring 2021 commencements 
will feature no big chang- 
es from the fall 2020 com- 
mencements, other than hav- 
ing an additional ceremony. 

“We will be doing six cer- 
emonies because the spring 
commencement is_ typically 
larger. We still will adhere 


Ef 
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Northwestern State University President Dr. Chris Maggio address- 
es the Fall 2020 graduates in one of five commencements. This 
semester, there will be six commencement ceremonies. Photo by 


Chris Reich. 


to Center for Diesease Con- 
trol and Prevention and Lou- 
isiana Department of Health 


guidelines,” Handel - said. 
Just like the fall 2020 
eraduates, spring  gradu- 


ates will only be allowed 
to invite a limited num- 
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ber of guests. The number 
has yet to be determined. 


“Plans are — progress- 
ing for ticketed events be- 
cause of attendance lim- 
itations,” Maggio said. 


“The number of guests 
that may be invited by each 





eraduate has not been de- 
termined but will be an- 
nounced when that decision 
is finalized,” Maggio said. 

Jaci Jones, a commu- 
nications major, will be a 
first generation college stu- 
dent to graduate from NSU. 

“lm excited to finally be 
eraduating because I’m ready 
to see what the future holds 
for me,” Jones said. “I’ve 
worked really hard to get to 
this point and now that it’s 
happening is just surreal.” 

Over 900 students are 
set to graduate in the spring 


2021 commencements. Each 
ceremony will be _ lives- 
treamed and recorded. 


“I look forward to join- 
ing you May 5 through 7 
in honoring our spring se- 
mester graduates on _ their 
achievements in reaching 
this important milestone in 
their lives,” Maggio - said. 

Information regarding the 
ceremonies times, updates and 
streaming location can befound 
h on the university’s website. 
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CAPA students ready to shake their tail feathers with 
spring production “Bootycandy” 


Lora Luquet 
Arts and Living Editor 


Northwestern State 
Universitys School of Cre- 
ative and Performing Arts 
Theater and Dance depart- 
ment is performing their 
spring play, “Bootycan- 
dy, which will be hitting 
screens from March 24 - 28. 

“Bootycandy” is a subver- 
sive comedy written by Rob- 
ert O'Hara, that explores the 
life of main character, Sutter, 
growing up gay and Black. 

After the Black Lives 
Matter movement this past 
summer, guest director and 
NSU alum Gregory Williams 
wanted to do something 
to uplift the community. 

“I just got kind of frus- 
trated that I thought people 
thought Black theater had 
to have this kind of burden- 
some depressing storyline, 
like it had to carry itself 
through a civil rights lens, 
or some kind of ‘woe is me’ 
lens, said Williams. “TI was 
like, Black people are hap- 
py! We sing, we have great 
times, so I thought it was 
important that we present a 
Black theater piece that cel- 


ebrated laughter, and our 
quirkiness, and our diversity 
within our own community.’ 

Junior theater ma- 
jor Myjoycia Cezar is 
working as stage man- 
ager for “Bootycandy.’ 

“This is the first time I’ve 
worked with a Black director, 
which is really great, and the 
cast is majority Black,’ Cezar 
said. “We have five actors, 
four of them are Black, one 
of them is white. With those 
demographics, weve been 
able to explore all of the dif- 
ferent nuances in the play.’ 

Williams has been di- 
recting the play from Baton 
Rouge. COVID-19 precau- 
tions such as virtual rehears- 
als have forced the produc- 
tion crew to think creatively. 

“It's been a lot of fun, be- 
cause youre kind of thrown 
in the sandbox with all the 
toys, and you play with all 
of them until you figure out 
which one works,’ Williams 
said. “It's been great to have 
a production team that’s 
willing to all kind of work 
in that sandbox with me. 

Williams said they had 
no clue what this was go- 
ing to be, this was new 





Northwestern State University’s School of Creative and Perform- 
ing Arts Theater and Dance department is to perform their spring 
play, “Bootycandy,’ which will be hitting screens from March 24 - 
28. Photo by Chris Reich. 


for everybody but is hap- 
py with how it came out. 

Theater major Jordon 
Thomas is playing the roles 
of “Pasto, “Grandma’,“Writ- 
er’ and “Father” in “Boo- 
tycandy.’ Being an actor 
during COVID-19 is differ- 
ent from what he is used to, 
but he is up for the challenge. 

“You dont get to crop 
and delete in live theatre, 
but for the past few months, 
that’s what weve been do- 
ing, Thomas said. “Editing 
videos, re-recording audi- 
tion tapes, just not abiding to 


the natural live theatre take? 

Despite the difficulty, 
the cast and crew work- 
ing on “Bootycandy” are 
excited to present the fi- 
nal product to an audience. 

“The students around the 
CAPA department having 
been doingeverythingittakes 
to make this ‘new normal ° 
comfortable, but it's been a 
rocky journey, Thomas said. 

“Bootycandy’ will be 
streamed virtually for free, 
and the link will be avail- 
able on the NSULA The- 
ater and Dance website. 
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A note as we take on the future 


Mya Melancon 
Contributing Writer 


Dear Class of 2021, 

Well, we made it. Grad- 
uation is finally around the 
corner. We've survived our 
entire senior year 1n a pan- 
demic. Some of us have this 
“new normal” figured out 
- between planning our last 
two semesters and prepping 
for graduation, we are ready 
to take on whatever life will 
throw at us in a COVID-19 
defined workforce. 

But for the rest of us who 
are still processing March 
2020, what do we do now? 

It’s easy to say that it’s 
been a whirlwind. For me per- 
sonally, my senior capstone 
class has been focused on 
planning for a career, and the 
whole time I’ve been think- 
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ing, “A career? I can barely 
keep a job right now, because 
I don’t know when things 
may take another turn for the 
worst and push my job into 
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temporary obsoletion again.” 

I’m sure there are plen- 
ty of others who are facing 
the same perils. We're all 
past the point of total chaos 
and confusion that the en- 
tire world found itself thrust 
into a year ago, but we’re not 
quite at the point of certainty 
yet and that’s the challenge 
here. To be honest, ’'m not 
sure if we will ever reach 
the point of certainty again. 

Here’s what we know: 
we are going to get those 
degrees and move on to the 
next stage. For some of us, 
that stage is graduate or 
professional school; for oth- 
ers, it’s straight to work. 

Here’s what we don't 
know: if there will even be 
jobs in three months for 
us to get. That’s the “fun” 
of a pandemic - absolute- 
ly nothing is guaranteed. 


But that’s also the big- 
gest lesson we as soon-to-be 
college graduates can take 
away from spending § se- 
nior year quarantining, so- 
cial distancing and masking 
up: nothing is guaranteed. 

We don’t know what will 
still be open or accessible 
from one day to the next, so 
we have begun to make the 
most of what we do have. 

We are prioritizing self- 
care and making time to 
reach out to loved ones. We 
are embracing the arts more 
in the forms of movies, 
books, television and music 
to distract and entertain us. 
We are engaging more with 
our classmates and _ profes- 
sors, because we don’t know 
if we will still have the lux- 
ury to do so next week. We 
are living life now with vir- 
tual class sessions and so- 
cial gatherings than we ever 
did before coronavirus. That 
is the beauty in the chaos. 

To the class of 2021, we 
are fighters. We have per- 
severed the worst and came 
out the other side victori- 
ous. We are educated and 
ready to take on the world. 

To the class of 2021, keep 
on fighting. Keep pushing 
the limits of what we thought 
we could do and go further 
than anyone in your field has 
gone before. Keep practicing 
safety measures and caring 
for yourself and your loved 
ones. But, most important- 
ly, keep living and thriving. 
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Demons close tor win against Nicholls 





Senior guard CJ Jones blocks University of New Orleans player 
from making a basket. The Demons played UNO back in January at 
Prather Coliseum. Photo by Chris Reich. 


Tyrenisha James 


Sports Reporter 
The Northwestern State De- 
mons men’s basketball team com- 
peted against the University of New 
Orleans Privateers on March 11 at 
Leonard E. Merrell Center in New 
Orleans. The Demons wrapped up 
the game with a final score of 82-79. 
“We played against an ex- 
tremely difficult team to play,” 
said McConathy, who improved to 
19-9 in SLC Tournament games. 
“They are extremely athletic. They 
do a great job in so many areas 


offensively and defensively. I was 
proud of the guys because, in the 
end, when things got a little hairy 
and we didn’t make some shots we 
needed to, we were able to have 
enough in us to hold onto the win. 
I’m pleased with the effort of all 
the guys on the floor, on the bench, 
everywhere,” McConathy - said. 

The Demons returned to 
the court to compete against 
Nicholls State University Colo- 
nels on Mar. 12 at Leonard E. 
Merrell Center. The score was 
88-76 in favor of the Colonels. 


Lady Demons tennis to compete against SMU 


Tyrenisha James 
Sports Reporter 


Northwestern State Demons 
Ladies tennis competed against 
Nicholls State University Colo- 
nelson March 7 at Colonel Tennis 
Complex. The Demons finished 
the game with a final score of 4-3. 

“It was a good trip for us as 
a team,” Jonas Brobeck, head 
coach, said. “However, we are 


ready to return home and con- 
tinue to build and improve for 
next week, so we can be ready 
for next weekend, and contin- 
ue to compete at higher lev- 
els throughout the season.” 

The Demons will return to 
action on March 20. The team 
will travel to Dallas, Texas to 
play against the Southern Meth- 
odist University Mustangs in the 
Gerald J. Ford Stadium at 2 p.m. 





Freshman Mariella Minetti practices on the Jack Fisher Tennis 
Complex before playing Nicholls State University on March 7. 
Photo by Chris Reich. 


Demon Baseball to play Sam Houston 





First baseman Cameron Horton is ready to catch the baseball to 
tag opposing player from Austin Peay out. Photo by Chris Reich. 


Tyrenisha James 
Sports Reporter 


The Northwestern State 
Demons Baseball team played 
against the Austin Peay Gov- 
ernors on Friday, March 7 
at Brown-Stroud Field. The 
game ended with a final score 
of 2-3 in favor of the Governors. 

“We’ve got to get some 
guys going offensively, so 
we re not always playing those 
tight games where one or two 


mistakes, like we made in the 
10th, cost us,” Bobby Barbier, 
fifth-year head coach, said. 
“You can’t overcome them 
when you don’t put together 
better at-bats and better in- 
nings earlier in the game.” 

The Demons will return 
to action on March 19 and will 
travel to Huntsville, Texas to 
compete against the Sam Hous- 
ton State Bearkats at 6:30 p.m. 
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College students eligible for 


COVID-19 vaccination 


Trinity Velazquez 
Editor in Chief 
Timothy Holdiness 
News Editor 


On ‘Tuesday, Louisiana 
Gov. John Bel Edwards re- 
cently expanded COVID-19 
vaccine availability to in- 
dividuals over age 18 who 
meet criteria met on _ the 
Louisiana Department of 
Health website, according 
to an official press release. 

Northwestern State Uni- 
versity will administer the 
Moderna vaccine Wednesday, 
March 24 at Westside Bap- 
tist Church on the Highway 
1 Bypass in Natchitoches. 

“It feels amazing to finally 
be able to get the vaccine,” ju- 
nior biology major Tre Turn- 
er said. “Maybe things can 
finally go back to normal.” 

Kimtang Eung, a soph- 
omore English major, 
physically jumped for joy. 

Appointment times are 


@thecurrentsauce 


@thecurrentsauce 


@thecurrentsauce 





available between 8:30 a.m. 
to 11:45 a.m. Students are 
not required to provide doc- 
umentation of conditions but 
must sign an attestation form. 
The attestation form will be 
provided at the sign-in desk. 

“I’m excited the university 
has made an effort to assure 
that students are able to receive 
the vaccine along with faculty 
and staff,” junior psycholo- 
gy major Darrin Nixon said. 


For anyone wish- 
ing to recelve a_ vaccine, 
email vaccine@nsula.edu 


with your name, email ad- 
dress and phone number. 

“Anything that puts a lay- 
er between harm and my dis- 
abled brother is worth what- 
ever consequences it could 
have on me,” sophomore pre- 
med major Caleb Santora said. 

There will a contact to 
schedule an appointment 
and questions can be emailed 
to vaccine@nsula.edu. 


O]TToy t-moymunl-M(-1-) :4 


“I've been trying to find the word that 
says what i need to be in life. ‘Brave’ is 


the only word.” 
wy JalelecMoLelileye 4 








Other ways to schedule an 
appointment is to call (318) 
357- 5701 or (318) 357- 4300. 

“Our vaccine strategy in 
Louisiana has been to make 
sure that we were vaccinating 
the most high-risk individuals 
to protect them from getting 
COVID-19 and also preserve 
capacity in our _ hospitals,” 
Edwards said in a press re- 
lease. “We’ve seen encourag- 
ing trends in our percent pos- 
itivity of tests and also a drop 
in the number of Louisianans 


hospitalized with COVID.” 


COVID-19 
update as 
of March 

22 





IF YOU ARE A STUDENT 


A S AND TEST POSITIVE 
PLEASE EMAIL 
DEMONSREPORTCOVIDe 
O F NSULA.ED 
IF YOU ARE A FACULTY 
M A R C H OR STAFF MEMBER 
PLEASE REPORT 
POSITIVE CASES TO 
2 2 COVIDI9HReNSULA.EDU 
FACULTY / STAFF STUDENTS 


ZnO 


CONFIRMED CONFIRMED 
CASES CASES 
TOTAL TOTAL 


TO ENSURE THE HEALTH AND 
WELLBEING OF THE NSU COMMUNITY, 
STUDENTS, FACULTY, STAFF AND 
VISITORS MUST ADHERE TO 
GUIDELINES REGARDING THE COVID-19 
PANDEMIC. ALL MEMBERS OF THE 
DEMON COMMUNITY ARE EXPECTED TC 
ABIDE BY THESE REGULATIONS. 
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the glass ceiling 


Sports: Homecoming 
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Louisiana’s government continues internal 
COVID-19 protocols struggle 


Timothy Holdiness 
News Editor 


Since the beginning of 
the pandemic, the Loui- 
siana Legislature has had 
an internal struggle re- 
garding the COVID-19 re- 
strictions put in place by 
Gov. John Bel Edwards. 

“They have somewhat 
retreated on that late- 
ly,” State Rep. Mandie 
Landry, D-New Orleans, 
said. “It’s been quiet.” 

Louisiana Attorney Gen. 
Jeff Landry sued the gover- 
nor to end all COVID-19 re- 


strictions with the support 
of much of the conservative 
side of the state legislature. 
“IT think they lost 
steam when the AG lost in 
court,” Rep. Landry said. 
The case went to the 
Louisiana Supreme Court 
where it was sent back 
to the original jurisdic- 
tion court to be retried. 
“Now we have vaccines, 

so things are opening back 
up,” Rep. Landry - said. 
Edwards placed the 

state into Phase 3 and ex- 
tended the mask man- 
date until the end of Mar. 


Many republican mem- 
bers of the state legisla- 
ture continue to refuse to 
wear masks during sessions. 


Landry said that all 
Democrats wore _ their 
masks when in session, 


while only a few Repub- 
licans wore their masks. 

Landry said that we 
should continue wearing 
masks until the Centers for 
Disease Control and Pre- 
vention permits us to stop. 

Landry said to continue 
to be careful, get vaccinated 
and watch out for each other. 





Rep. Landry said to continue 
to be careful, get vaccinated 
and watch out for each other. 
Photo from louisiana.gov. 


Dependent college students to receive stimulus checks 


Tyrenisha James 
Reporter 


Dependent college  stu- 
dents are now eligible to receive 
a stimulus check through the 
American Rescue Plan Act. 

Almost a year ago the 
Cares Act was passed by Con- 
eress and signed by former 
President Donald Trump, 
which initiated the first 
round of stimulus checks. 
Qualifying Americans were 
supplied with relief money. 

The Cares Act did not 
include dependent college 
students the first two times 
money -_was distributed. 

According to Forbes, 
this was “because many col- 
lege students are claimed 
as dependents, even if they 


held a part-time job, they 
were ineligible for  stim- 
ulus checks themselves.” 

Jontae Bibbins, a soph- 
omore social work ma- 
jor, said the first and sec- 
ond rounds of the stimulus 
checks were not inclusive. 

“The goal was to lift 


Americans financially, 
but college students were 
left out,” Bibbins © said. 


With businesses being 
shut down, college students 
like Bibbins were out of a job. 

“College is very expen- 
sive and because of the time 
I had to take off of work due 
to COVID-19, I wasn’t able 
to save my tuition money,” 
Bibbins said. “This caused 
me to struggle to pay for 
my very expensive tuition.” 


Although Bib- 
bins had a source of in- 
come, he was still denied. 


“I worked as well as filled 
taxes,” Bibbins said. “There- 
fore, I should have been eli- 
gible for a stimulus payment.” 

Bibbins expressed his con- 
cerns about not qualifying the 
firstandsecondstimulus check. 

“IT honestly felt that the 
government didn’t care about 
young people striving to further 
their education,” Bibbins said. 

President Joe Biden 
signed the American Res- 
cue Plan Act this month. 

According to the Tax 
Foundation, “The American 
Rescue Plan Act _ provides 
a third round of stimulus 
payments up to $1,400 for 
adults and any dependent.” 


While dependent college 
students qualify, they will not 
obtain their checks. A par- 
ent or guardian that claimed 
them will receive the money. 

College students who 
are not claimed as depen- 
dent by their parents or 
guardian qualify as well. 

According to Smart As- 
set, “The Treasury Depart- 
ment has already started de- 
livering the third round of 
$1,400 stimulus payments, 
and many will arrive via di- 
rect deposit on Mar. 17.” 

Bibbins feels as if a 
small burden has been lifted. 

“IT. can now _ complete 
my semester without wor- 
rying how to pay for tu- 
ition, with being includ- 
ed in this direct payment.” 
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Faculty Feature: Neeru Deep, the heart of the NSU family 


Lora Luquet 
Arts and Living Editor 


Professor Neeru Deep 
sits at the desk in her office, 
her eyes welcoming above 
her mask. The office has a 
comfortable atmosphere that 
seems to be intended to make 
her students feel at home. 

“It’s like a big family for 
me. NSU, yes, I call it NSU 
family, Deep said. “We have 
a very supportive and very 
positive environment here, 
so that’s what I like about it.” 

Dr. Susan Thorson-Bar- 
nett, chair for the Depart- 
ment of Psychology and 
Addiction Studies, has 
been working with Deep 
at Northwestern State Uni- 
versity for nearly 20 years. 

“Shes very involved 
with the community, she's 
very involved with several 
of the academic sororities 
on campus, so she is a very 
dedicated faculty mem- 
ber,’ Barnett said. “She's also 
working on her doctorate. 
She's in her third year, so she 
has a couple of years to go’ 

Deep oversees the Gen- 
eral Psychology course at 
NSU. Dr. Barnett says that 
Deep monitors anywhere 
from 20 to 25 sections per se- 
mester. On top of that, Deep 





As Deep continues working on her Doctorate, her goal is to further de- 
velop the Center for Positivity, Well-being and Hope, as students contin- 
ue to cope with COVID-19. Submitted photo. 


also teaches classes in the 
Department of Mathematics. 

“Several years ago, she 
was given Academic Ad- 
visor of the Year. So, she 
has that award, that was 
just such a strength. She is 
very focused on her stu- 
dents, Dr. Barnett said. 

While working on her 
doctorate, the COVID-19 
pandemic inspired Deep 
to create a resource for stu- 
dents to help them main- 
tain a positive outlook. 

“She created the Cen- 
ter for Positivity, Well-being 


and Hope,’ Dr. Barnett said. 
“This whole center, the fo- 
cus is on our strengths, suc- 
cess, positive psychology.’ 

Deep spoke to NSU Pres- 
ident Dr. Maggio, Dean of 
Education and Human De- 
velopment Dr. McAlister, 
Dr. Barnett and Dean of the 
Graduate School Dr. Han- 
del about her idea and they 
supported her. Many faculty 
members, staff and students 
helped Deep with this project. 

“Twas thinking about how 
our students will feel. They 
will be lonely, right? They will 


be in a confined space,’ Deep 
said. “So then, I thought, 
okay, let me develop some- 
thing that can help them, so 
I started working on that.’ 
The Center for Positiv- 
ity, Well-being and Hope is 
an online resource where 
students can access inspi- 
rational and positive art 
and music, as well as infor- 
mation on physical, men- 
tal and = spiritual health. 
“Her cardinal value, or 
personality trait, is that she's 
passionate about students 
learning and being suc- 
cessful. She will go the ex- 
tra mile, two miles, for the 
student, Dr. Barnett said. 
As Deep continues work- 
ing on her doctorate, her goal 
is to further develop the Cen- 
ter for Positivity, Well-being 
and Hope, as students contin- 
ue to cope with COVID-19. 
“T want to spread the Cen- 

ter for Positivity, Well-be- 
ing and Hope. That is my 
immediate goal; Deep said. 
“I always say healthy mind, 
healthy body, so our students 
can reach their full potential. 
That is my goal right now.’ 
Students can access the 
Center for _ Positivity, 
Well-being and Hope at 
www.nsula.edu/positivity. 
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Mary Gaffney 
Fashion Columnist 
With spring happily 
springing into season, spring 
cleaning will eventually 
start. Spring cleaning means 
that cleaning out our closets 
is a disaster of an event that 
is slowly crawling toward us. 
Ever since quarantine, 
I’ve seen trends come and 
go as a fun way to just forget 
about the mess that is hap- 
pening outside our homes. 
Fashion can be a great dis- 
traction, but trends that 
have gone past their prime 
tend to hog up the back of 
our closets, weighing us 
down with the fact that we 
will just never wear them. 
We always hope to find 
a time to wear it, but I have 
3 prom dresses sitting in 
my closet, gathering dust, 
and I know that I’m not go- 
ing to attend another prom 
again. It’s time to decide 
what to keep and what to 
get donate. Don’t worry, de- 
mons, I’m here to help you. 
There has been a lot of 
hate on social media for 
skinny jeans and side parts, 
but I’m here to tell you that, 
yes, you should probably get 
rid of your skinny jeans. 
The only pair I think 
you would ever  actual- 
ly need is a pair of black 
skinny jeans, ripped or not 





Closet clean out 








ne 2 C7 


Cleaning out your closet can be demanding, especially when 
you are going through a hard time with trying to define your 
style! Submitted photo. 


ripped. Skinny jeans are way 
past their prime and they 
hardly look good with dif- 
ferent body types. It is time 
to grieve and let them go. 
Maybe cut them into shorts 
or give them something to 
stand out with. Perhaps 
you can cut the sides and 
add chain detailing to it. 

When it comes to clean- 
ing out your closet, you 
want to look for those piec- 
es that you keep coming 
back to. Those dependable 
pieces you love are the ones 
that you will keep grabbing. 
Dependable pieces can also 
mean your favorite white 
T-shirt, straight leg jeans or 
little black dress. Depend- 
able pieces are the ones 
that you reach for when 
you want to wear your sta- 
ble piece, something that 
is more loud and unique. 

Cleaning out your clos- 
et can be demanding, espe- 
cially when you are going 
through a hard time with 
trying to define your style! 
I recommend cleaning out 
your closet with a set of ideas 
of outfits you would wear. 
This will help you when it 
comes to creating outfits in 
the morning since you do 
not have all those pieces you 
never wear. Good luck with 
spring cleaning, Demons! 
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Can’t take the hea 
NSU to hold 


Kendall Caple 
Reporter 


Northwestern State Uni- 
versity is set to host Hotter 
‘N Hell, a collegiate art exhi- 
bition that features any form 
of art that uses fire or heat 
during the creative process. 

The exhibition’s name, 
Hotter ‘N Hell, was in- 
spired by NSU mascot, Vic 
the Demon, paired with the 
hottest months of the year, 
July and August. According 
to NSU Hotter ‘N Hell Di- 
rector and Professor of Art 
Phyllis Lear, these two con- 
cepts made for a great match. 

“The art department 
is hoping this event will 
srow into a national- 
ly recognized annual col- 
legiate one,” Lear © said. 

Students are  encour- 
aged to submit heat and fire 
produced art to Hotter ‘N 
Hell. The exhibition would 
be an opportunity to exhib- 
it their work at a national 
level with peers from across 
the United States. There 
will also be cash prizes. 

Best in Show will re- 
ceive $500, first place 
$300 and second place 
$200. There will also be 
a Merit Award of $100. 

According to Lear, there 
is no mandatory theme for 
the exhibition, the only re- 
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et out of the art department 
ter‘N Hell art exhibition 
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The exhibition’s name, Hotter‘N Hell, was inspired by NSU mascot, Vic the Demon, paired with the 
hottest months of the year, July and August. Submitted graphic. 


quirement is that all sub- 
mitted work use fire or 
heat in their production. 

Pieces that stood out 
to Lear during the inau- 
gural Hotter ‘N Hell ex- 
hibition in 2020 includ- 
ed encaustic _— painting, 
ceramics and welding. 

“Elias Betchik, from 
Ohio, entered some extraor- 
dinary, enameled copper 
vessels,” Lear said. “The pro- 
cess he used involved form- 
ing the vessels from sheets 
of copper, applying enamels, 
then firing the vessel to fuse 
the enamels to the copper.” 


Lear also discussed her 
thoughts on how intrigu- 
ing the piece submitted by 
Louisiana native, Gillian 
Harper, whose mixed me- 
dia works combined casts 
metal and branches with 
organic materials like leaves 
and dragonfly wings, was 
in last year’s showcase. 

The entirety of the 2020 
exhibition can be found on 
the NSU Department of Fine 
and Graphic Art’s webpage. 

The juror for the 2021 
Hotter ‘N Hell  exhibi- 
tion will be Christopher 
Saucedo, former professor 


of sculpture and chair- 
person of the Fine Arts 
Department at the Uni- 
versity of New Orleans. 

“Over the past 30-years 
Saucedo has exhibited his 
artwork in over 100 ex- 
hibitions throughout the 
world and produced several 
public sculptures through- 
out the USA,” Lear said. 

The deadline to sub- 
mit to Hotter ‘N Hell 
is Friday, April — 2. 

For more  informa- 
tion regarding Hotter ‘N 
Hell, Lear can be con- 
tacted at learp@nsula.edu. 
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Shattering the glass ceiling isn’t the priority 





The glass ceiling still remains 
with women being frustrated by 
the startling statistics of women 
in business. Photo from opencli- 
part.com. 


Krista Hanson 
Viewpoints Editor 


The phrase “glass ceil- 
ing” was coined by Mari- 
lyn Loden in 1978. She de- 
scribed out loud the almost 
invisible barrier between 
women and_ success _ that 
many face in their careers. 

During her own career, 
she noticed the things that 
held women back were not 
personal but placed on them 
by society. These reasons 
included women in higher 
positions making the _ posi- 
tions seem less important, 
the idea that women weren't 
breadwinners so they didn’t 


need higher paying jobs, or 
many other sexist remarks 
that hold women back. 

Women are now cele- 
brated much more for hold- 
ing seats on corporate boards 
and running major compa- 
nies and are often seen as 
prominent leaders in busi- 
nesses. Seeing any wom- 
en as the face of business 
would have been unimag- 
inable just fifty years ago. 

Despite these better 
changes, women at the high- 
est levels of business are still 
rare. The statistics show how 
little women have really af- 
fected business at the top. 

The glass ceiling still 
remains with women being 
frustrated by the _ startling 
statistics of women in busi- 
ness. Only ten percent of se- 
nior managers, less than four 
percent of CEOs, presidents, 
vice presidents and Chief Op- 
erating Officers and less than 
three percent of top corporate 
earners are women, according 
to Harvard Business Review. 

Since the seventies when 
Loden coined the phrase 
there have been some ob- 
vious progressions, but 
what will it take to final- 
ly shatter the glass ceiling? 

Revolutions in the past 
have driven legal action into 


place to drive out obvious dis- 
criminations, but a revolu- 
tion did not stop the gender 
discrimination that has been 
embedded into our world. It 
is difficult to part ways with 
how things have always been. 

According to the Interna- 
tional Labour Organization, 
almost seventy-five percent of 
enterprises around the world 
have equal opportunity or 
diversity and inclusion pol- 
icles in place. But just like 
the laws that are meant to 
prevent discrimination, these 
policies do not prevent the 
internal biases we’ve been 
taught by the patriarchy. 

While it seems what we 
should be doing is continuing 
to fight against it, we should 
not continue trying to “break 
the glass ceiling.” Women 
who have broken through 
these disadvantages or made 
their way to the tops of com- 
panies did so by playing by 
the rules set by the men that 
had been holding them back. 

What is needed now is 
to completely wipe the slate 
clean and start over by in- 
cluding needs and _ prefer- 
ences from every gender. 
The workforce was origi- 
nally designed around men 
and everyone else joined af- 
ter the framework was es- 


tablished and set in stone. 
Every aspect of working 
and business was developed 
with only men in mind. 

Women have done 
credible work to carve out 
preferences that benefit 
them but overall, it’s still a 
structure that is male-cen- 
tric. Workplace equality re- 
mains rooted in the outdat- 
ed biases and_ stereotypes 
against women. Women have 
been trying to revolution- 
ize a world they weren’t fac- 
tored into in the first place. 

This doesn’t even include 
all the biases and issues 
holding back people who are 
nonbinary and/or transgen- 
der based solely on gender. 

The whole concept of 
a glass ceiling only exists 
if women continue to play 
by the rules established by 
men. Women are locked in a 
pattern of men giving wom- 
en permission to progress 
through life and_ success. 

Creating a whole new sys- 
tem isn’t easy. Starting over 
never is. But in order for us to 
truly find some sort of equal- 
ity or a system that works 
for everyone, or most people, 
starting over may be the only 
option when a patriarchal 
system is so fundamentally 
embedded into our society. 


in- 
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Marsha P. Johnson: An icon for the ages 


Mya Melancon 
Contributing Writer 


As we reach the end of Wom- 
en’s History Month, I can’t help 
but think of all the powerful 
women who have come before 
me. Specifically, I would like to 
highlight the life and work of 
Marsha P. Johnson, a revolu- 
tionary woman whom I consid- 
er to be one of my biggest idols. 

Hailing from New Jersey, 
Marsha P. Johnson (1945-1992) 
was a Black gay liberation ac- 
tivist and one of the corner- 
stones of the 1969 Stonewall 
Riots, the event considered 
to be the foundation for mod- 
ern Pride and equality efforts. 

She was also a_ popular 
drag queen in New York City 
who labeled herself a “trans- 
vestite” (as “transgender” was 
not a commonly used term at 
the time) and performed with a 
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troupe called the Hot Peaches. 

In addition to her perfor- 
mance career, she co-founded 
Street Transvestite Action Revo- 
lutionaries, a group dedicated to 
helping homeless transgender 
youth in NYC. She was also a 
founding member of the Unit- 
ed States Gay Liberation Front, 
formed _ post-Stonewall Riots 
as a gay liberation and equali- 
ty group. From 1987 until her 
death in 1992, she worked with 
ACT UP as an AIDS activist. 

Johnson was homeless for 
the majority of her life and 
was forced to engage in “sur- 
vival sex,” a phenomenon 
where homeless or otherwise 
marginalized people engage 
in sexual activities as payment 
for food, shelter, clothing, etc. 

Historians have also claimed 
that she was arrested well over 
100 times in connection with 
her sex work. She was also shot 
once in the late 1970s and was 


The Current Sauce is a_ student 
media outlet that strives to achieve civil 
engagement. The Current Sauce serves 
a crucial role on campus by covering the 
Northwestern State University and the 
Natchitoches community with news and 
information on student life, on and off 
campus. We provide a safe place for student 
opinions to be published and conversations 
to start. 

The opinions featured on this page 
are not the opinions of the staff members, 
nor the opinion of The Current Sauce as a 
whole. This page is for student opinions. 
All submitted pieces must be approved 
by the Editor in Chief. The purpose of the 
Viewpoints page is to let students share their 
beliefs and opinions without fear of scrutiny 
or disrespect. The Current Sauce welcomes 
all opinions and encourages students to 
speak up about the issues that they care 
about. 


To submit an opinion piece, email 
@thecurrentsauce@gmail.com 
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The biggest reason that I look up to Marsha P. Johnson is that she 
is the most famous name to come from the Stonewall Riots. Photo 


from flickr.com 


involved in several street fights, 
all in the name of self-defense. 

All of these events culminat- 
ed in Johnson’s death, which has 
been clouded in mystery for years. 

She struggled a lot mental- 
ly, as she was sometimes seen 
walking nude down Chris- 
topher Street and would be 
taken away for two to three 
months at a time to be treated 
with an anti-psychotic medi- 
cation called chlorpromazine. 

Her body was found floating 
in the Hudson River shortly fol- 
lowing the 1992 New York Pride 
parade with a notable wound 
on the back of her head. Her 
close friends remarked after her 
death was ruled a suicide that 
Johnson was never suicidal. One 
man claims to have overheard a 
man in a bar claiming to have 
killed Johnson, but his story 
was not listened to by police. 

The New York Police De- 
partment claimed that the case 
was the suicide of a gay Black 


man and was not worth re- 
opening the investigation. In 
2002, her case was reopened 
for a short period so offi- 
cials could relabel her cause 
of death as “undetermined.” 

The biggest reason that I 
look up to Marsha P. John- 
son is that she is the most fa- 
mous name to come from the 
Stonewall Riots. The majori- 
ty of the legends surrounding 
the event say that she threw 
the first brick at the officers 
who responded to the riots. 

Another major reason is 
that despite her struggles, she 
spent her days fighting for her- 
self and others who were dis- 
enfranchised by “the system” 
and basically gave the LGBTQ 
community the rights and the 
advancements we have today. 

I believe that without John- 
son being so bold and fueled by 
fire, LGBTQ equality efforts 
would have taken another sever- 
al decades to really get anywhere. 
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Improved passing game can’t overcome missed opportunities 
in loss to McNeese 


Matt Vines 
Assistant Sports Information 
Director 


NATCHITOCHES - North- 
western State flashed its aeri- 
al attack as the Demons offense 
moved up and down the field 
in the first half, but missed 
scoring opportunities and a 
strong McNeese second half fac- 
tored into a 21-7 loss Saturday. 
After being a predominantly run- 
ning team the first two games, NSU 
(0-3, O-3 Southland Conference) 
took to the air in the first half with 
a season-high 237 passing yards. 
Quarterback Kaleb  Fletch- 
er completed his first 11 passes, 
two short of an NSU record to 
start a game, and finished with 
171 yards on 13-of-18 passing 
against McNeese (2-3, 1-3 SLC). 
His one touchdown was 

a 13-yarder to Kendrick Price 
capped a 9l-yard drive as NSU 
got on the scoreboard first with 
4:42 left in the first quarter. 
“I think early on, it’s what hap- 
pened,” said NSU coach Brad 
Laird. “But we had missed op- 
portunities, starting with the first 
drive with the missed field goal. 
“When you continue to get those 
opportunities, you have to take ad- 
vantage of them. I thought what 
we did early especially with the 
quarterbacks and receivers to get 
going, it showed their improve- 
ment from the first two games. 
You saw Kaleb and the receivers 
with confidence, and we’ve seen 
flashes of that, but we saw it back 
to back to back in the first half.” 
Fletcher connected on five pass- 
es of double-digit yards on that 
drive, including a 26-yard strike 


to Levar Gumms and a 20-yard 
completion to Javon Antonio. 
Antonio logged NSU’s first 100- 
yard receiving game of the season, 
catching six passes for 103 yards. 
“The passing game opened up 
because of the success we’ve had 
running the ball,” Antonio said. 
“The coaches said the passing 
game would open up, and it did. 
“We'll look at the film and 
see what we need to. exe- 
cute. We'll keep fighting as a 
team, and we'll get the (W).” 
The early touchdown were 

the only points NSU mustered. 
The Demons crossed in- 

side the McNeese 40-yard 
line on nine different drives, 
yielding the one touchdown. 
Kicker Eddie Godina missed a 
26-yard field goal on the opening 
drive before McNeese blocked an- 
other attempt in the second quarter. 
Sacks and penalties also de- 
railed other NSU possessions 
which appeared headed for 
the red zone. McNeese tallied 
four sacks and NSU commit- 
ted 10 penalties for 84 yards. 
The Cowboys answered 
NSU’s | first-quarter touchdown 
with a Cody Orgeron 2-yard 
touchdown pass to Jamal Pet- 
tigrew to tie the game 7-7. 
Orgeron, son of former NSU great 
Ed Orgeron, who was honored as 
the Exchange Bank Demon Great 
of the Game, threw for 306 yards 
on 17-of-22 and two touchdowns. 
NSU outgained McNeese 
257-160 on offense in the first 
half, but the Cowboys com- 
manded the second half, includ- 
ing scoring touchdowns on_ its 
first two possessions of the half. 
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NSU Wide receiver Javon Antonio prepares to stop MSU's Rae 
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Kwon Starks from attaining the football at NSU’s 2020 Homecom- 
ing game on March 18. Photo by Chris Reich. 


After the NSU special teams 
backed McNeese up inside the 
5-yard line to start the third quar- 
ter, Orgeron connected with Trev- 
or Begue on a 75-yard touchdown 
to grab a seven-point advantage. 

Begue finished with 165 
yards on eight catches. 

NSU steered into McNeese ter- 
ritory on the following drive, 
but a failed fourth-down set up a 
66-yard McNeese scoring drive. 

A 33-yard Josh Matthews re- 
ception keyed a l-yard Walker 
Wood touchdown run as the Cow- 
boys opened up a 21-7 lead mid- 
way through the third quarter. 

The NSU defense improved on 
its third-down performance, hold- 
ing the Cowboys to 4-of-12, which 
helped keep McNeese at 21 points. 
The 21 points is the fewest allowed 
since Lamar scored 13 in late 2019. 

“We did emphasize getting 
a stop on third down, and that 
was a focus for us,” said Longi- 


no, who had one of four sacks. 
“We still missed a few opportuni- 
ties to get off the field and had 
a couple of turnovers called back. 
“Those could have changed the 
game. We did put pressure on the 
quarterback, and we wantedtomake 
him go where he didn’t want to.” 
NSU played all three quarter- 
backs Saturday as Zachary Clem- 
ent emerged in the second quarter. 
He led three of the nine 
drives into McNeese _ territo- 
ry, finishing with a career-high 
122 passing yards on §8-of-14 
passing and one _ interception. 
Bryce Rivers played for parts 


of the fourth quarter, throw- 
ing for 68 yards on _ 6-of-12 
passing and one _ interception. 


McNeese keyedon NSU’s running 
game, holding a Demons attack 
that had topped 200 yards in each 
of the first two games to 33 yards. 

NSU returns to action at La- 
mar on Saturday at 3 p.m. 
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Northwestern State Uni- 
versity closed the week of 
March 29 through April 4 for 
spring break. The weeklong 
break came after a busy first half 
of the semester filled with un- 
precedented snowstorms and 
the familiar stress of midterms. 


Some students got 
much-needed rest during 
break, but others used 


the break to get back on 
track with course’ work. 

Promise Bears, a _ Jju- 
nior criminal justice ma- 
jor, said she worked over 
the break except for Friday. 

“I had a little girls’ day 
and I went to the nail shop 
and Saturday I had a fam- 
ily fun day, Bears _ said. 

Clayton Ashworth, a se- 
nior history major, had many 
celebrations over the break. 
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The weeklong break came after a busy first half of thes caniester filled with caprecedentad snow- 


storms and the familiar stress of midterms. Photo by Trinity Velazquez. 


“Spring break was busy 
for me, Ashworth said. “The 
first half of the break I drove 
down to New Orleans with my 
friend to celebrate her birth- 
day and then then I went back 
home to Oakdale to set up and 
celebrate my sister's wedding.” 

Lauren Oyster, a freshman 
elementary education major, 
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went to the Gulfport Beach in 
Mississippi for spring break. 

Freshman biology ma- 
jor Jada Brags went to Flor- 
ida to visit her best friend 
that she hasnt seen in years. 

“It was really fun we ate 
lots of good food, played video 
games and went to the Jack- 
sonville beach, Bragg said. 


“I worked on Easter Day 
and walked around campus 
with my partner for most 
of the break,’ Pete Gorham, 
a freshman a a design 
major said. “I played ani- 
mal crossing and rearranged 
my dorm room trying to fo- 
cus on my mental health.” 


2 Arts and Living: Knit Wits 
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“We have to teach our girls that they can 
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Lora Luquet 
Arts and Living Editor 


Northwestern State Univer- 
sitys School of Creative and Per- 
forming Arts theater department 
is preparing “Working, a new 
musical set to hit the Fine Arts 
Auditorium in the A.A. Fred- 
ericks Arts Center on April 21. 

Written by Stephen Schwartz 
and Nina Faso and based on the 
Studs Terkel book “Working: 
People Talk About What They 
Do All Day and How ‘They Feel 
About What They Do,’ the musi- 
cal was revised in 2012 with addi- 
tions by artists such as Lin Man- 
uel Miranda and James Taylor. 

Pia Wyatt, professor of theater 
and dance and associate direc- 
tor of the School of Creative and 
Performing Arts is the director 
and choreographer of “Working.” 

Wyatt will be working along- 
side musical director Dr. Grace Ed- 
gar and accompanist Daniel Ley. 

“What we have found is the 


Knit Wits 


Knits can be thought as more 

of a winter and fall look, some- 
thing to bundle up in and keep 
warm. Submitted photo. 





Working: The working man’s musical 


fact that its kind of perfect for 
what were dealing with right now, 
with the global pandemic, in the 
sense that we are so reliant on 
the everyday man, Wyatt said. 

Krislyn Mardis, senior theater 
major, has been working on the mu- 
sical as the stage manager. Mardis 
oversees scheduling, designs 
and everything behind the stage. 

“It's an amazing show to be 
doing at this point in time. It’s all 
about the working class and how 
they work and how the economy 
can affect them and how some peo- 
ple, if they don't have work, theyre 
just constantly searching to find 
something to keep them afloat, 
Mardis said. “I think it's going to 
resonate with a lot of people who 
have been let go in the past year 
or had to leave their job because 
they're too prone to getting sick.” 

Adele Hebert, senior theater 
major, is part of the cast of “Work- 
ing.’ Hebert is excited that the the- 
ater department is taking the nec- 
essary steps to return to normal. 


Mary Gaffney 
Fashion Columnist 

Spring trends are rolling in 
and, demons, I’m _ looking for- 
ward to the bright colors and 
funky prints that will be head- 
ing out on the runways, right 
into stores, online, Walmart or 
even Goodwill Industries. With 
trends coming back from almost 
every decade, on-style clothes 
will be easy to find this season. 

One style I’ve been seeing 
most often are knits, either in 
bright colors, pastels or funky 
prints. Ive seen this trend in 
stores already, whenever I go to 
Target to dissociate and spend 
all my money, or when I just am 
cruising on Pinterest, looking for 
things to spend more of my money 
on. I have seen so many cute knits, 


“I have been involved in ev- 
ery step of the way, pretty much, 
since COVID. I was in the show 
that got shut down last year, and I 
was cast in the show that also got 
shut down when we came back in 
the fall, and then I was involved 
in ‘“Ghoula, which was our cab- 
aret-style virtual show, and now 
I'm in this show, Hebert said. 

“Its very different. We're 
masked, and we cant hang out 
and bond and stuff like that, 
Herbert said. “So were trying 
to make the most out of the sit- 
uation, but I think were taking 
steps in the right direction to get 
as close to normal as possible.’ 
Jesse McFarland, senior the- 
ater major and cast member, is 
grateful that the rehearsal pro- 
cess for “Working” has gone 
so smoothly so far. “Working” 
has resonated with McFarland 
in a way that he did not expect. 
“Its funny, because at first you're 
kind of just like, okay, it's just a 
musical, pretty cookie cutter. But 


so don’t get discouraged when 
you think about this new trend. 

Think about sweater vests over 
collared shirts, as a pop of color or 
to pair with a perfect monochro- 
matic look. Knits can be sweaters, 
vets, cardigans, dresses or even 
lounge wear. There is so much 
that knits can do and they can be 
worn in so many different ways. 

Knits can be thought as more 
of a winter and fall look, something 
to bundle up in and keep warm. 
Knits can be worn throughout all 
seasons, as long as you know how 
to keep warm in the winter and 
cool in the summer. When it is a 
colder day, I like to bundle myself 
up in a nice knit sweater, one that 
is thick and easy to keep warm in. 

For spring, I tend to opt 
for bright color knits or cardi- 
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once weve gotten into it, it's about 
a bunch of working people, and 
everyone has to work,’ McFarland 
said. “It's so relatable. Everyone can 
get something from somewhere 
in the musical. I think it's great.’ 
Everyone involved in the pro- 
duction is excited to be put- 
ting on a live show again. 
“ve watched a lot of plays and 
musicals over the past year 
through Zoom, or just recorded 
and then put out to the public, and 
it's not the same thing,’ Wyatt said. 
“I can pause it, and I can go get a 
coffee, or I can pause it and I can 
go answer the phone, or my kid 
can come in and interrupt and it’s 
just not the same experience at all 
and I feel like a lot of people go 
to theater and dance and opera 
for the experience, Wyatt said. 
“Working” will be performed on 
April 21-22 and April 24 in A.A. 
Fredericks Auditorium at 7:30 p.m. 
for students, faculty and staff only. 
On April 23-24, there will be a mat- 
inee at 2 p.m. for the public only. 


gans to help regulate my tem- 
perature depending on where 
Pll be. With quarantine, knit 
lounge wear is also a cute and 
stylish look while trying not to 
catch the plague of 2020 that 
has crept its way into 2021. 

Another trend that is hit- 
ting everywhere are knit dresses, 
although I would save that for a 
colder day. Embroidered knit car- 
digans or tank tops are also asubtle 
way to add some knit into your out- 
fits. I prefer the bolder looks with 
knit, since standing out is some- 
thing fashion is all about for me. 

No matter how you wear 
knits, participating in this trend 
is a great way to get into the 
spring spirit. Demons, get out 
of the sweaty knitted box and go 
try this new spring 2021 trend! 
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Global warming and pro- 
tecting the Earth has become a 
highly political topic. But at the 
end of the day, the issue seems 
fairly simple: make big changes 
to help the Earth and the envi- 
ronment to cut down on the ways 
we contribute to its destruction 
before our habits destroys us. 

There are a couple ways of 
doing this. It has become more 
accessible and more common 
for people to start living more 
sustainable lifestyles. This 
aims to reduce one’s environ- 
mental impact in ways that 
are sustainable for the Earth 
and for each individual person. 

With similar goals and 
patterns, some decide to adopt 
more of a zero waste lifestyle. 
Living sustainably means lower- 
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Be a small part of a bigger battle 
How to live in an eco-friendly way that works for you 


ing one’s overall impact on the 
environment, while living zero 
waste means primarily finding 
ways to reduce the amount of 
trash that a person produces. 

At the end of the day, both 
are extremely important. While 
the amount of waste that people 
create is astronomical, it is not 
the only issue we need to fight 
in order to protect our home. 
Knowing this, the low-im- 
pact movement has been opt- 
ed for instead in many cases. 
It shifts the focus more toward 
the goals of living sustainably. 

Living sustainably or liv- 
ing green sounds like a lot 
of work, but there really are 
some simple _ additions to 
your life that can help reduce 
your Own environmental im- 
pact. Many people already 
participate without knowing! 


The Current Sauce is a_ student 
media outlet that strives to achieve civil 
engagement. The Current Sauce serves 
a crucial role on campus by covering the 
Northwestern State University and the 
Natchitoches community with news and 
information on student life, on and off 
campus. We provide a safe place for student 
opinions to be published and conversations 
to start. 

The opinions featured on this page 
are not the opinions of the staff members, 
nor the opinion of The Current Sauce as a 
whole. This page is for student opinions. 
All submitted pieces must be approved 
by the Editor in Chief. The purpose of the 
Viewpoints page is to let students share their 
beliefs and opinions without fear of scrutiny 
or disrespect. The Current Sauce welcomes 
all opinions and encourages students to 
speak up about the issues that they care 
about. 


To submit an opinion piece, email 
@thecurrentsauce@gmail.com 





With the popularity of hy- 
dro flasks and the meme of 
“VSCO girls,” jokes were made 
about saving the turtles that 
lead to real conversations about 
fake activism. Reusable water 
bottles are already so common 
and they help make a huge 
environmental impact in the 
amount of plastic water bot- 
tles thrown away every year. 

I love my water bottle. It is 
not a hydro flask, but it is very 
similar. Not only do I no lon- 
ger rely on plastic water bottles 
when living in a dorm, I also 
drink more water in general. 
It has encouraged me to drink 
more water and that adds to be- 
ing sustainable for my own life. 

Composting is also an amaz- 
ing way to get into more sustain- 
ability. Raw foods and paper and 
compostable waste can be turned 
into fertile dirt for gardening. 
It creates a huge opportunity 
for people to be self-sufficient. 

I first heard about com- 
posting when I was in elemen- 
tary school. My grandma loved 
gardening and one thing that 
involved the whole family was 
composting for her garden. It 
fascinated my little brain to 
learn about the science behind 
it and it really adds to the poet- 
ry of the circle of life. The Earth 
gave us sustenance and we gave 
it back to create more fertile soil. 

Even if gardening isn’t your 
thing, so many communities 
have public gardens that the 
dirt can be donated to. Com- 
munity gardens create a social 
environment and a sense of 
community. These community 





ties have made great impacts 
on cities and often the gar- 
dens help provide food for soup 
kitchens, homeless shelters and 
anyone in these communities. 

Reducing your own waste is 
also an extremely common way 
to live more sustainably. Not ev- 
eryone has places that can refill 
glass jars at bulk stores. But that 
doesn’t make this impossible. 

Even when you go to the 
erocery store, when buying 
produce, skip the plastic bags. 
If you want a bag to put your 
produce in, there are tons of op- 
tions for reusable bags. Buying 
in bulk also helps cut down on 
the amount of single use plas- 
tic that you’re throwing out. 

Learning to live more sus- 
tainably or finding small ways 
to reduce our own trash is so 
important. It’s not about being 
perfect. One of the biggest ar- 
guments about living more sus- 
tainably is that one person being 
perfect is not going to save the 
planet but that’s not what living 
sustainably is about. It’s about 
everyone putting in the effort to 
do their best. After all, a little 
is always better than nothing. 
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David named SLC Pitcher of the Week 
for second time in three weeks 
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In his past two starts, David has worked 13 1-3 innings, striking 
out 24 while allowing just seven hits and two earned runs. Photo 


from of nsudemons.com. 


Lady Demons fall at Central Arkansas 





Mariella Minetti claimed a straight-set 7-5, 6-3 victory against UCA’s 


Chunxi Xin, Minetti’s second win in her past three singles outings. Photo by 


Chris Reich. 


Aaron Ferguson 
Sports Information Graduate 
Assistant 


CONWAY, Arkansas - The 
Northwestern State tennis team 
could not overcome what proved 
to be a difficult and prepared op- 
ponent in Central Arkansas, fall- 
ing 5-2 on Saturday afternoon. 


Senior Emilija Dancetovic and 
freshman Mariella Minetti ended 
the day as the two victors for 
NSU, collecting singles victories 
for the only points for the Lady 
Demons (5-7, 4-5). With the win, 
Central Arkansas improved to 11- 
11 overall and 6-3 in league play. 

“Despite the results, there 


Jason Pugh 
Assistant AD for Media Relations 
NATCHITOCHES - Two 


double-figure strikeout | starts, 
two weekly awards for Northwest- 
ern State right-hander Levi David. 

David earned his second 
Southland Conference  Base- 
ball Pitcher of the Week hon- 
or in the past three weeks af- 
ter equaling a career high 
with 12 strikeouts in North- 
western State’s 5-3 win against 
Abilene Christian in the night- 
cap of Friday’s doubleheader. 

A sophomore right-hander 
from Waxahachie, Texas, Da- 
vid tied a career high by work- 
ing seven innings against the 


was plenty of good that hap- 
pened out there today that we 
can bring home with us from 
today’s match,” head coach Jo- 
nas Brobeck said. “Mariella, Viki, 
and Emma played well and very 
smart at critical parts of their 
matches, and we are very proud 
of how they competed today.” 

Dancetovic has consistently 
proven throughout the season to 
be the Lady Demons’ most diffi- 
cult opponent to overcome. Play- 
ing at No. 4 against Jaeun Lee, 
Dancetovic once again overcame 
a first-set loss in tiebreaker fash- 
ion to claim a match victory. 
After falling 7-5 in her opening 
singles set, Dancetovic claimed 
the second and third sets 6-4 
and 10-5 to earn her third con- 
secutive singles victory. In sin- 
gles play Dancetovic’s matches 
have come down to a tiebreak- 
er set in four of her last five 


Wildcats, shutting them out on 
three singles. David also picked 
off a baserunner in his outing. 
In his past two starts, David 
has worked 13 1-3 innings, strik- 
ing out 24 while allowing just 
seven hits and two earned runs. 
Through seven appearances 
(six starts), David has posted a 
2-2 record with a 2.97 ERA and 
49 strikeouts in 30 1-3 innings. 
His 14.54 strikeouts per nine in- 
nings leads the Southland Con- 
ference and ranks 12" nationally. 
David and the Demons return 
to action Friday when they host 
Lamar in the first of a four- 
game Southland Conference 
series. First pitch is set for 6:30 
p.m. at Brown-Stroud Field. 


matches with Dancetovic emerg- 
ing victorious in the past two. 

Minetti claimed a straight- 
set 7-5, 6-3 victory against UCA’s 
Chunxi Xin, Minetti’ssecond win 
in her past three singles outings. 

“We are looking forward to 
returning to Natchitoches for 
our final weekend at home and 
getting back to work homing in 
on our strengths and continu- 
ing to improve where we can,” 
Brobeck said. “We’re also ready 
to return to our home court for 
a great Senior Day weekend of 
competition at home with our 
fans and celebrate the success- 
es of our veteran teammates.” 

The Lady Demons return 
home for their final Southland 
Conference weekend of the sea- 
son. NSU hosts Incarnate Word 
on Friday at 1 p.m. before Se- 
nior Day action against Abilene 
Christian at 11 a.m. on April 11. 
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Seniors look back on their eventful years at NSU 


Timothy Holdiness 
News Editor 


This academic year at 
Northwestern State Universi- 
ty has been anything but ordi- 
nary. Seniors graduating this 
spring look back on their past 
years at NSU from dealing 
with a solar eclipse in 2017 to 
the snow days this semester. 

“Throughout all of the ups 
and downs during my collegiate 
years here at NSU, I have gained 
a new sense of perseverance,” 
said Rylea Sepulvado is a senior 
communications major who 
started at NSU in the fall of 2015. 

I have been faced with a 
lot of challenges, but I feel 
that this has prepared me to 
be a better professional in 
my career,’ Sepulvado § said. 

Taking place during the 
COVID-19 pandemic has 
made a_ significant impact, 
though it is not the only ob- 
stacle students have overcome. 

Louisiana endured five ma- 
jor hurricanes, with Hurricane 
Laura causing the most damage 
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Taking place during the COVID-19 pandemic has made a significant 
impact, though it is not the only obstacle students have overcome. Photo 


by Chris Reich. 


and leaving the city of Natchi- 
toches without power for days. 

Bryce Irving, a senior graph- 
ic and fine arts major said, “In my 
final year as a senior it was tough 
and stressful during all major 
catastrophes but managed to stay 
focused, rise up, and be strong.” 

Snow fell in Natchitoches 
and across Louisiana _ twice, 
canceling classes until roads 
were safe enough to travel on. 

Alisha Bolton, senior biology 
and applied microbiology major 
said, “It’s been a struggle going 


through school this past year. Not 
seeing friends, test online, and 
online classes are really hard.” 

“However, it did push me to 
try harder and accomplish my 
goals and graduate even in a pan- 
demic. Without a great support 
system, I don’t think I would have 
been able to do it,” Bolton said. 

Willie Gosey III, a senior 
music business major said that 
being a senior in this semes- 
ter alone has been a wild ride. 

“Trying to balance classes, 
wind symphony, work, and the 


stress of applying for graduate 
studies has been tiresome, espe- 
cially with the crazy weather in 
the beginning of the semester as 
well as the current pandemic. I’ve 
come too far now though to let 
any of that stop me,” Gosey said. 

Towards the end of 
the spring semester, the 
COVID-19 vaccine was provid- 
ed to students, faculty and staff. 

“We saw hurricanes, an 
eclipse, a global pandemic, snow, 
and heat,” senior communica- 
tions major Taylor Burnett said. 
Burnett started in the fall of 2016. 

“One thing I can say about 
this senior class of NSU is 
that we fought to get here, and 
I’m confident that we’re ready 
for anything,” Burnett said. 

“Freshman year I came in 
not knowing what path to take 
and choosing communications 
was probably the best decision I 
have ever made,” senior commu- 
nications major Jaci Jones said. 

“I can say that because of 
my time here at NSU, I tru- 
ly believe my future holds 
great success,” Jones _ said. 


Arts and Living: Faculty 
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“Here’s to us being afraid and doing it 
anyway.” 
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Fantastic Mr. Fox, 2009: 
the fantastic existencial crisis of defeat 


Kendall Caple 
Reporter 


“Fantastic Mr. Fox, 2009” is 
an animated, stop-motion film 
directed by Wes Anderson adapt- 
ed to screen from the novel of 
the same name by Roald Dahl. 

The film follows the sto- 
ry of Mr. Fox, voiced by George 
Clooney, a dissatisfied, worker, 
father and former chicken thief, 
suffering a cataclysm at the cross 
road of his life-a midlife crisis. 

I'll never forget the com- 
plete sense of awe that “Fantastic 
Mr. Fox” offered me when I was 
11 years old. The moment I left 
the theater in 2009 I knew that 
the film was something special, 
and since then I have made it a 
point of significance that I find 
the time to re-watch it every year. 

The warm autumn  col- 
ors of the film feel so cozy, and 
they leave the viewer amazed 
in their realization that brown 
and orange can _ offer such 
beautiful, boundless — shades. 

The design of the characters 
and set are stylish and they leave 
no detail missing. The stop-motion 
animation flows seamlessly, and 
each scene features movement of 
some sort, even in the most min- 
iscule of background characters. 

The characters, despite being 
foxes and other varying animals, 
are also relatable to the audience 
because of how human their prob- 
lems feel. The characters struggle 
in their understanding of their 
differences, but rather force them 
to conform as a means of find- 
ing acceptance, Anderson instead 
finds the value in the contrast as 
they are what make them unique. 

Along with the film’s visual 





The film follows the story of Mr. 
Fox, who is voiced by George Cloo- 
ney. Photo from flickr.com 


beauty, Anderson also includes 
a constant use of long tracking 
shots and symmetrical framing. 
Rather than hide the camera, 
he uses its presence as a tool to 
immerse viewers into the film, 
making them feel like confi- 
dant a part of Mr. Fox’s journey. 
I consider “Fantastic Mr. 
Fox” to be a great film because 
not only is it visually beautiful 
and filled with comedic wit and 
charm. I also subverts the concept 
of a perfectly resolved ending. 
In one of the most complex 
scenes of the film, the Canis Lu- 
pus, Mr. Fox is forced to confront 
a phobia he mentions often in 
passing, a wolf. But Mr. Fox fears 
are not of the wolf itself; what he 
fears most is defeat, and the in- 
completeness that can parallel it. 
The film shows the audi- 
ence that sometimes it is okay 
to accept defeat in our hyperpo- 
larization of who we think we 
should be, and instead find ac- 
ceptance from those around us 
and in ourselves for who we ac- 
tually are. And above all, that it’s 
okay to admit when we’re wrong. 
Continue on page 3 
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Peter Gorham: An gechishch for others 


Lora Luquet 
Arts and Living Editor 


Peter Gorham sits in a rock- 
ing chair on the porch of Varnado 
Hall. He hasjust returned from the 
Varnado Field Day and looks tired. 


Gorham is a_ freshman 
eraphic design major, and 
so far, thoroughly enjoys be- 


ing a part of the Department 
of Fine and Graphic Arts. 

“I love how inclusive it is. I 
love how everyone is super nice, 
super creative,’ Gorham said. “I 
literally see a lot of different peo- 
ple who are just completely differ- 
ent, and it’s just really cool to see 
people like that come together.” 

Gorham attended a Student 
Government Association meeting 
on Monday, April 5, with a group 
of friends to propose some LGBTQ 
inclusive events for Northwest- 
ern State University to consider. 

“My friend Tabatha Bowlin 
saw my post on Instagram. I 
took a screenshot of NSU’s post 
about the Trans Day of Visibili- 
ty, and I thought, hey this is re- 
ally cool, and she was like, yeah, 
that is really cool, but it would 
be cooler if NSU did more things 
for the trans community and the 
LGBTQ community,” Gorham 
said. “Me, her, and a bunch of 
other people got together, and 
we went to the SGA meeting 
to propose that they do more.” 

Gorham was nervous 
about speaking at the meeting 
at first, but overall, the expe- 
rience made him more con- 
fident in NSU’s | inclusivity. 

“There were about five or six 
of us who went, so, there’s like a 
sort of power in numbers,” Gor- 
ham said. “Everyone there was 
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In the future, one of Goran Ss 
goals at NSU is to start a group 
for transgender students himself. 
Submitted photo. 
super kind. They listened to us. 


They had me go up to the podi- 
um and explain my idea to them 
and the people over WebEx.” 

Gorham was partially in- 
spired by a friend who attends 
Louisiana Tech University. His 
friend is a part of a student-led 
gsroup for transgender students 
and one of the events held by 
this group is a clothing swap. 

“Trans people bring clothes 
that they don’t wear anymore, 
and they trade it. I have a lot of 
feminine clothes that I don’t wear 
anymore, and I know trans wom- 
en who might want to wear it,” 
Gorham said. “If trans women 
have masculine clothes that they 
don’t want to wear, they could 
trade it to trans men. I think 
it would be really helpful for 
NSU to do something like that.” 

In the future, one of Gorham’s 
goals at NSU is to start a group 
for transgender students himself. 

“We definitely have enough 
people behind it to start the club, 
and even if we have to meet out- 
side in the yard, we will, because 
we all think it’s really important.” 
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Timothy Holdiness 
News Editor 


The 


Criminal 


Department of 
Histo- 
ry and Social Sciences at 
Northwestern State Uni- 
has had Sharon 


Green on staff as an asso- 


Justice, 


versity 


ciate professor since 2009. 

Green is current- 
ly the Chief Deputy Cor- 
oner for Vernon parish. 


“Those 


periences 


real-world  ex- 
she 


to have allow her to keep 


continues 


what she talks about cur- 
rent and fresh,” Dr. Mark 
Melder, department chair 
of criminal Justice, History 
and Social Sciences, said. 

In 2014, Green received 
her basic certification with 
the American Board of 
Legal Death Investigators 
and then continued to re- 
ceive the advanced certi- 
fication this year, becom- 
ing only the fourth person 
in Louisiana to do _ so. 

“T’m very proud of her re- 
cent achievement because it 
enhances her ability to teach 
our students,” Melder said. 

“It was more of a per- 


sonal accomplishment 


Professor Sharon Green: 
A professor who resonates with her students 


for me,” Green - said. 

“Professor Green keeps 
the classroom interesting 
with her real life experi- 
ences as a deputy coroner,” 
Rachel Chimeno, a senior 
criminal justice major, said. 

When she is presenting 
cases at the International 
Association of Coroners and 
Medical Examiners Confer- 
ence and when teaching at 
NSU, having the advanced 
board fellowship certifica- 
tion shows that she knows 
what she is talking about. 

While finishing her 
bachelor’s degree at NSU 
and taking some of the same 
classes she is now teaching, 
Green participated in an in- 
ternship with the Vernon 
Office. 


Enjoying the work led 


Parish Coroner’s 


her to continue her educa- 
tion and obtain her master’s 
degree in forensic science 
and then a doctorate in busi- 
ness administration concen- 
trating in criminal justice. 

“Her teaching resonates 
with students. She is able 
to tie the academic lessons 
from the text to very con- 
crete experiences on the 


eround,” Chimeno - said. 

“This is my _ second 
class with her and I do 
plan to take one more 
with her,” Chimeno said. 
“She inspires me to pur- 
sue my education further.” 

“Most professors 


limited feedback 


year but then there are 


get 
each 


some students that real- 
ly touch us and connect 
with us and go on to work 
in the field,” Green said. 

“Having trained many 
state police officers over the 
years, it is really an accom- 
plishment to see somebody 
out there on the scene that 
has been so successful and 
tells me they learned a lot 
from my classes,” Green said. 
said that Dr. 
Melder allows her to run 


Green 


with the forensic classes and 
in the fall, they are going to 
have a nice new lab set up. 

Green said she enjoys 
the work she does in the 
field and in the classroom. 

“If you have a_ pas- 
sion for it, then when you 
wake up every morning you 
want to go to work. And 


there’s something to be 
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Green is currently the Chief Dep- 
uty Coroner for Vernon parish. 
Submitted photo. 





said for that,” Green said. 

“Decide what you want 
to do, or even if you don’t 
know what you want to 
do, try a little bit of ev- 
erything,” 
“When you find something 
that clicks, it.” 


Green said. 


go with 


Mr. Fox continued page 2 


“Fantastic Mr. Fox” is fun- 
ny, it’s witty, its heartwarm- 
ing and its imperfect resolu- 
tion feels satisfyingly perfect. 
Even after you finish the film 
to continue about your day, it 
is very likely that you'll find 
yourself humming the _ score 
composed by Alexandre Desplat 
for the remainder of the week. 
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Mary Gaffney 
Fashion Columnist 


I have to say it, Demons, 
I am one of the vaccinated 
bunch. The coronavirus is 
hopefully going to be a night- 
mare of my past in a few years 
and we can all get on with our 
lives. Since I have finally got- 
ten both shots of vaccine into 
my arm, I am now properly 
microchipped by Bill Gates. 

This really just means one 
thing: I’m ready to get back 
into society, step back onto 
the scene. With fashion, I’m 
also ready to make a scene. 

One thing I’m really ex- 
cited about is being able to 
wear things that I love. As an 
English major, I analyze the 
texts I work with as well as 
my fellow classmate’s work. 
With fashion, I also get to sit 
back and analyze what works 
and what doesn’t. This is 
something that is unique to 
everyone, so my style isn’t go- 
ing to be exactly like someone 
else’s. This for me is about 
finding what style I have 
been digging and wearing of- 
ten. So let’s jump into what 
I’ve been wearing recent- 
ly, some things that I have 
been feeling myself wearing. 

Pastels. I know I spoke 
about wearing pastels and 
loving it for spring, but I ha- 
ven’t been getting enough of 
pastels in my wardrobe. As an 
ex-goth, my closet was always 
full of black, which can be 
a staple look and sometimes 
I still gravitate to the more 
erunge look, but this year, I 


want to be noticed in pastels. 

It’s simple and easy to 
style. I have been in love with 
pinks recently. I find myself 
trying to add a nice pink with 
a pastel green every morn- 
ing. It’s simple to do, since I 
work at the library, so I throw 
on some biker shorts and 
a nice pastel top and pair it 
with my Filas and my favor- 
ite green light jacket. There’s 
my lazy outfit for the day. 
But when I don’t want to be 
lazy, I find myself taking in- 
spiration from social media. I 
have been surfing my for you 
page on TikTok and it’s really 
been changing how I look at 
fashion and differing styles. 

Cottagecore, piratecore, 
fairycore and _ princesscore. 
This are things that I didn’t 
even know about until the 
pandemic hit and I reluctantly 
joined TikTok since there was 
nothing else for me to do but sit 
on my couch and try to distract 
myself from the outside chaos. 

These things sound a lit- 
tle weird, except maybe cot- 
tagecore, but I find that these 
styles are just really openings 
to being able to dress how- 
ever you want without feel- 
ing anxious. It’s like the re- 
naissance festival but all year 
round and a little toned down. 

For me, these are just 
jumping off points to styles I 
want to explore. The media [ 
consume tends to be what in- 
fluences me the most. When- 
ever I watch a pirate film, I 
find myself drawn to corsets 
and stockings, puffy shirts 
and belts. I have a specific 


Stepping Back on to the Scene 





One thing I’m really excited 
about is being able to wear 
things that I love. Submitted 
photo. 


outfit in mind when I want to 
feel more in the pirate mood, 
which is a simple oversized 
maroon shirt, a belt and my 
Doc Martens. It’s simple, but 
it still feels like I am trying 
something new. It’s a way to 
explore and have fun, which 
honestly all fashion is about. 

So Demons, go find your 
jumping off point and step 
back into society confident 
in what you wear, wheth- 
er from pastels to corsets. 


Trevor Molitor: 
Presenting a thesis 


to change theater 


Mary Fletcher 
Reporter 


Northwestern State Univer- 
sitys students have no shortage 
of theatrical talent, both onstage 
and off. For example, Trevor Mo- 
litor, a senior theater major in 
the Louisiana Scholars College, 
has chosen to direct a reading of 
“The Five Stages of Andrew Braw- 
ley” by Shawn Hutchinson for his 
thesis project. He expects to de- 
fend his thesis in mid-to-late-April. 

Molitor has chosen Dr. Hol- 
ly Stave, assistant director of the 
Louisiana Scholars’ College, as 
his thesis director and professor 
Carlos Nine, assistant professor of 
theater, as his second reader. Both 
Stave and Nine have guided Moli- 
tor through the process of direct- 
ing and mounting the production. 

“The Five Stages of Andrew 
Brawley” discusses emotionally 
heavy themes such as homopho- 
bia, mental illness, grief and re- 
ligion. In today’s industry, appro- 
priate LGBTQ representation is 
considered important, so a story 
that centered around an openly gay 
character attracted Molitor towards 
directing this particular play. 

“What drew me to this was that 
it was the first book I read that was 
about a gay character and I wanted 
to tell a more diverse story about 
mental illness and grief,” Molitor 
said. “I hope the audience will take 
away that everyone grieves differ- 
ently and that despite circumstanc- 
es, there’s a way out of the darkness.” 

The performance will be 
conducted by Zoom and _ si- 
mulcast to a live audience in 
Morrison Hall on April 13. 

If anyone in interested in 
writing a review like reporter 
Mary Fletcher, send the report 
to thecurrentsauce@gmail.com. 
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Talking dogs, signing gorillas and the human condition 


Mary Fletcher 
Reporter 


During the COVID-19 pan- 
demic and its resulting quarantine, 
the world turned to social media 
for escape and entertainment. From 
TikTok to Instagram, various users 
brought their viewers joy through 
the content they provided. One of 
2020’s emerging TikTok stars was 
not a human, but a dog...a talking 
dog. Yes, you read that correctly! 

Bunny, a one-year old Shee- 
padoodle owned by Alexis Devine, 
charmed the world by “talking” 
to her owner and her social me- 
dia followers. Using alternative 
and augmentative communication 
(AAC) buttons, she uses words 
such as “outside,” “tug” and “walk” 
to communicate with her owner. 

While these buttons may 
seem like a great way to break the 
language barrier between animal 
and human in the short-term, this 
trend begs for an important ques- 
tion: What does this mean for an- 
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A look at the TikTok 


imal-human communication and 
animal sentience in the long run? 

Bunny, who is known on so- 
cial media platforms as @what_ 
about bunny, is not the first animal 
to learn how to communicate with 
humans. Several studies have been 
conducted using primates as early 
as the late 1960s. Some of the most 
famous subjects of this research 
include Washoe (a chimpanzee) 
and Koko (a gorilla). These an- 
imals did not use AAC buttons as 
a means to communicate, but they 
used American Sign Language to 
bridge the gap between human 
language and animal language. 

Alexis Devine’s venture with 
Bunny was inspired by Christina 
Hunger’s work as a speech lan- 
guage pathologist and working 
with her own dog, Stella. Hunger’s 
work was based on one simple 
question: “If humans can success- 
fully use various forms of AAC to 
communicate, would dogs have 
the same level of success in learn- 
ing to communicate?” In turn, 


The Current Sauce is a_ student 
media outlet that strives to achieve civil 
engagement. The Current Sauce serves 
a crucial role on campus by covering the 
Northwestern State University and the 
Natchitoches community with news and 
information on student life, on and off 
campus. We provide a safe place for student 
opinions to be published and conversations 
to start. 

The opinions featured on this page 
are not the opinions of the staff members, 
nor the opinion of The Current Sauce as a 
whole. This page is for student opinions. 
All submitted pieces must be approved 
by the Editor in Chief. The purpose of the 
Viewpoints page is to let students share their 
beliefs and opinions without fear of scrutiny 
or disrespect. The Current Sauce welcomes 
all opinions and encourages students to 
speak up about the issues that they care 
about. 


To submit an opinion piece, email 
@thecurrentsauce@gmail.com 





henomna Bunny 
this inspired the founding of Flu- 


entPet, a company that manufac- 
tures AAC buttons for animals. 

With this brave new world 
comes this question: Could 
these experiments bridge the 
gap between humans and ani- 
mals and could animal thoughts 
be similar to human _ thoughts? 

By that same token, Bunny 
has been said to display self-aware 
thoughts consistent with human 
thoughts. In one documented in- 
stance, Bunny appeared to look 
at herself in a mirror. Once she 
took a glimpse at the mirror, she 
pressed the buttons for “who” 
and “this.” Ms. Devine called for 
clarification on what Bunny sup- 
posedly said. Once she got con- 
firmation from Bunny that she 
pressed the buttons to form “Who 
this?” she stated “That’s Bunny.” 

Bunny allowed that statement 
to marinate for a second and walked 
towards the back door. Once she 
took a second to contemplate her 
existence, Bunny proceeded to 
walk back to the board and press the 
button for “help.” From a human 
developmental standpoint, children 
begin to display self-awareness at 
eighteen months of age. This is con- 
sistent with Bunny’s age as a dog. 

Another example of Bunny act- 
ing in a manner consistent with hu- 
man development is discussing her 
friends (Beacher, Jack, Tango and 
Selena). By at least three months 
of age, a child should receive some 
level of socialization with other 
children. By that same token, if a 
dog is fully vaccinated (that is to 
say, at four months of age), they 
can be socialized with other dogs. 

Bunny’s expression of interest 
in friends is synchronous with hu- 
man development. Bunny has also 
displayed an ability to string rela- 
tively coherent sentences together 
in spite of the limited number of 


buttons that she has available to her. 
One of her favorite sentences to use 
is “sound settle bye,” which is simi- 
lar to the human phrase of “shut up.” 

However, the trend of “talking 
dogs” has opened the door to both 
legitimate criticism and pure skep- 
ticism. On one end of the spectrum, 
human AAC users have stated that 
the popularity of “talking dogs” has 
effectively silenced them. However, 
Devine used Bunny’s popularity to 
create new merchandise in collabo- 
ration with CommunicationFIRST, 
which is a charitable nonprofit for 
non-speaking autistics and other 
human AAC users. The merchan- 
dise had one word on it: “Listen.” 

In addition, the skepticism 
comes from people who may not 
understand what is so special about 
a dog that uses buttons to commu- 
nicate. Some have dismissed it as 
nothing more than an extension of 
Ivan Pavlov’s studies with dogs. 
It is believed Devine’s work with 
Bunny has some level of scientific 
merit because Bunny has become a 
part of a study with UC San Diego 
with the aim of examining the con- 
cept of animal cognition and speech. 

What Bunny has displayed in 
terms of communication is not a 
fluke. Many animals, including Billi 
the cat and Flambo the dog, have also 
become participants in the UCSD 
study. Animals have been shown, 
time and time again, to be far smart- 
er than humans give them credit for. 

It is my belief that although 
AAC can be an effective means of 
bridging the human-animal commu- 
nication gap, it must be used with 
care, and only if the animal has the 
temperament to communicate with 
you. AAC has been an effective 
means in which non-speaking hu- 
mans communicate with speaking 
humans. Therefore, it stands to rea- 
son that animals can use AAC to gain 
a deeper connection with humans. 
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Marie Curie: 
the mother of radiology 


Grace Highnight 
Contributing Writer 


Throughout all of history, to 
me Madame Marie Curie is the 
most inspiring and _ interesting 
person. Her courage, brilliance 
and perseverance in the pursuit 
of scientific discovery will always 
be admirable and praiseworthy. 

As a woman in a male dom- 
inated field, she led the way for 
many other women to pursue their 
own careers in science. Through 
her hard work and dedication, 
she also opened doors for wom- 
en in many other fields of study. 

Her unbreakable spirit, pas- 
sionate love for education, and 
undeniable genius will always 
make her an inspiration to me. 

Born in Warsaw, Poland 
in 1867, as Maria Sklodowska 
showed talent in science stud- 
ies at a very young age. As the 
daughter of a secondary-school 
teacher, Curie received a gener- 
al education with some advanced 
scientific training from her father. 

As a young woman, she trav- 
eled to Paris in order to contin- 
ue her studies in science. It was 
there that she met professor 
Pierre Curie, her future hus- 
band and research partner. Cu- 
rie’s early research practices were 
marred by difficulties. Poor con- 
ditions in the laboratories, un- 
healthy experimental procedures, 
and lack of funding were major 
setbacks. Still, despite so many 
difficulties, the research thrived. 

With the discovery of radioac- 
tivity, a term coined by Curie her- 
self, came many other successes 
for the scientifically gifted woman. 
After analyzing radioactivity, Cu- 
rie isolated and discovered the ele- 
ment polonium, which, she named 
in honor of her home country. 





Curie fought against stereotypes and 
prejudices in order to make her lasting 
mark on the field of science, and the 
world, forever. Photo from futurism.com 


Upon further research she de- 
veloped methods in order to sepa- 
rate radium from radioactive resi- 
dues. This would eventually lead to 
her creation of portable x-ray ma- 
chines. Curie was often described 
as a quiet and dignified woman. 

However, she was often- 
times seen as a lesser talent than 
her male counterparts. Still, she 
persisted despite her peers’ dis- 
approval. Curie is the only per- 
son to have received two Nobel 
Prizes for two different scienc- 
es. Sadly, Curie’s world-chang- 
ing research and invention did 
not come without a heavy cost. 

She passed away at age 66 of 
aplastic anemia from large amounts 
of exposure to radiation. To this 
day, her coffin is surrounded by an 
inch of lead in order to protect vis- 
itors from her radioactive remains. 

Curie fought against  ste- 
reotypes and prejudices in or- 
der to make her lasting mark 
on the field of science, and the 
world, forever. For these rea- 
sons, she will forever be an in- 
spiration and role model to me. 
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Overthinking Derrick Chauvin 


Clayton Ashworth 
Contributing Writer 


As somebody who likes poli- 
tics and news it’s hard to avoid the 
Derrick Chauvin trial, not that 
I’ve been avoiding it. I have tried 
to come to some concrete solution 
about this case but I can’t come to 
gripes with my competing beliefs. 

The video is hard to watch 
and I’ve seen it more than once. 
I have two responses. My emo- 
tional response is immediate dis- 
comfort. I feel like I am seeing 
something I shouldn’t. Between 
the yelling of the crowd, the con- 
frontational attitude of the of- 
ficers and Floyd’s silence at the 
end it is hard to not think that 
you just witnessed a murder take 
place. On an emotional level, I 
understood the outcry and could 
relate to the people protesting. 

The other side is my ratio- 
nal mind. I am trying to see the 
justification for the other side. 
Floyd was certainly not acting 
like a normal person. The Hen- 
nepin County Medical Examiner 
Office wrote in Floyd’s autopsy 
that he had, “other significant 
conditions including arterioscle- 
rotic and hypertensive heart dis- 
ease; fentanyl intoxication; [and] 
recent methamphetamine use.” 
Floyd wasn’t 100 percent sober or 
in his right mind when he had his 
confrontation with the officers. 

Am I supposed to ignore this 
fact because of Chauvin’s actions? 

Why did Floyd say _ he 
couldn’t breathe before the of- 
ficers put him on the ground? 

There is so many unanswered 
questions that are important 
before I can decide on the ex- 
tent of Derrick Chauvin’s guilt. 

One of my issues with an- 
swering these questions is my mis- 
trust if the media. I don’t trust the 





There is so many unanswered ques- 
tions that are important before | can 
decide on the extent of Derrick Chau- 
vin’s guilt. Photo from www.vanndigital. 
com 


media, and I can’t understand the 
medical terminology in the autop- 
sy. It could be just me. The fact that 
some sources say he died from only 
drugs, while others say he died 
only from Chauvin is the issue. 
In this country, we have a 
major problem where I can't 
get simple answers to a nation- 
al tragedy from the sources who 
are supposed to provide them. 
There is another issue with 
finding answers to my questions. 
Am I allowed to say that I think 
Chauvin shouldn’t be convicted? 
Are we allowed in this new 
world of cancelations to even 
question whether George Floyd 
was somewhat at fault on his own 
killing? These like the other ques- 
tions I am still searching for. I 
think we all agree that the kill- 
ing of George Floyd was a tragedy. 
I would like to come out and 
say my real beliefs about this 
trial, but I don’t know them. Am 
I wrong for not having a concrete 
answer, or am I just overthinking 
it? 


April 14, 2021 





T VIEWPOINTS 


My lost relationship with art 


Krista Hanson 
Viewpoints Editor 


I have always loved art. 
That has never, and I don’t 
believe will ever. change. 
From paintings or sculp- 
tures or drawings or less 
traditional forms of art 
like writing or typography. 

Growing up, I always 
watched my dad drawing. 
The rare occasions we'd go 
out to dinner, we'd get the 
children’s menus that came 
with three crayons. With 
these three colors, he al- 
ways created masterpieces 
on the backs of our menus. 

His intricately de- 
tailed drawings surround- 
ed by adolescent writing 
or tic-tac-toe or attempts 
at drawing simple things. 

Or he would give us mini 
lessons about turning diffi- 
cult pictures into shapes to 
make the drawing process 
easier. Surely a_ skill that 
would make drawing easi- 
er but, being stubborn, I al- 
ways wanted to do it my way. 

I had art classes starting 
in elementary school. Mrs. 
Reeder, which we all found 
ironic since she was the art 
teacher, always had _ such 
fun projects that really start- 
ed my love for creating my 
own art. We got to explore 
so many forms of art from 
mirroring sketches or learn- 
ing different painting tech- 


niques or trying music in 
our class musicals each year. 

In middle school, I got a 
taste of music from a more 
technical side, joining the 
choir in sixth grade. It was 
a fun experience where I 
made some friends but ul- 
timately it wasn’t for me. 

I went back to more tradi- 
tional art classes my seventh 
and eighth grade year. Start- 
ing high school, I took the- 
ater classes that gave me les- 
sons on the technical as well 
as the acting parts of theatre. 
My senior year I took another 
art class and even practiced 
my art in the form of writing. 

Each of these experiences 
happened after a long period 
where I didn’t do much art 
at all but was met with this 
new found love of creating. 
But each time, I still end- 
ed up falling away from art. 
I’ve been creating art for at 
least a decade and I don’t re- 
ally have much to show for 
it. I have a ton of art sup- 
plies from different proj- 
ects or different mediums 
that fell onto a back burner 
to more important things. 

I still love making art and, 
while it sometimes takes me a 
little longer to get back to it, 
ultimately I always love what 
I am making. I know this isn’t 
an individual experience. It’s 
so common for people to ex- 
perience this burn out or feel 





like they’re falling out of love 
with their own art or anything 
theyre passionate about. 

But I never want to stay 
in this place. I always want to 
pick myself back up and get 
back into creating. Without 
art classes with incentives to 
do art, I have to find my own 
ways to find this love again. 

My favorite way to get 
back into it, is to just create 
anything. Go into it with no 
expectations or plans. Just 
create anything. It might 
turn out terrible. Even bet- 
ter if it does. Bad art is 
still art. Bad art still means 


you created something. 
There’s so much weight 
put on people’s_ creativi- 


ty. If you create any form 


of art, it has to be mone- 
tized or be the next master- 
piece. But art doesn’t have 
to have so much meaning 
or weight. Art can just art. 

I never want to lose my 
relationship with art forev- 
er. I create art for myself 
and that’s enough for me to 
spend my time with it. It’s 
important for me to have this 
thing that doesn’t have to do 
anything more than exist. 

If you haven’t created 
something recently, make 
something. Make ugly art. 


April 14, 2021 
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Godina nails game-winning field goal to complement record offensive day in win at No. 14 UIW 


Matt Vines 
Assistant Sports Information 
Director 


SAN ANTONIO - All the pent 
up emotion, disappointment, and 
heartbreak from an 0-5 start released 
as kicker Eddie Godina connected on 
a game-winning 32-yard field goal as 
time expired to lift Northwestern State 
to a 49-47 win against No. 14/19 UIW. 

Demon players rushed the field to sur- 
round their kicker as coaches and players 
wrapped their arms around each other. 

The celebration ended with NSU 
coach Brad Laird getting an_ ice 
bath before players lifted their lead- 
er onto their shoulders, ending the 
six-game spring season as_ victors. 

“It’s unbelievable for these young 
men and coaches about how we've got- 
ten here,” said Laird, who recorded his 
fourth win against a ranked team and 
first since winning at UIW in 2019, a 
44-41 overtime win. “We knew that we 
had not put together a complete game 
and made plays in all three phases, 
but for our guys to continue to fight 
back and find a way to makes is great. 

“I said last week that I don’t know 
if I’ve ever been as proud of a group 
as I am of this one, but you can’t top 
it off better than we did tonight.” 

After four one-score losses this 


season, NSU (1-5, 1-5 Southland 
Conference) needed to _ respond 
to late-game magic from  UIW. 


The Demons appeared to be in con- 
trol when quarterback Bryce _ Riv- 
ers led a 76-yard drive ending in a 
10-yard Scooter Adams touchdown 
run, his third score of the night. 

NSU grabbed a 46-40 lead with 1:28 
left before UIW blocked an extra point, 
the eighth blocked kick/punt this season. 

But the Cardinals (3-2, 3-2 SLC) 
answered with their playoff lives on 
the line, marching 48 yards in just 22 
seconds resulting in a Cameron Ward 
34-yard touchdown pass to Darion 
Chafin. Kicker Carson Mohr made his 
extra point to give UIW a 47-46 lead. 

The NSU passing attack ruled the day 
as Rivers and Co. fired back with one last 
drive, highlighted by a 3l-yard catch in 
which Antonio outleapt a UIW defender 
to set up the game-winning field goal. 

Rivers broke NSU’s single-game pass- 
ing record with 477 yards on 34-of-61 
passing and three touchdowns as the 


San Antonio native shined in front of 
more than a dozen family and friends. 
“This is what we’ve been working for 
this spring and this fall, it’s awesome,” 
Rivers said. “We knew we had to take it 
play by play and execute in the moment, 
and good plays on top of good plays 
will lead to something good eventually. 
“The hard work in practice is 
paying off, and it showed today.” 
Antonio finished with a career-high 
192 yards on 11 catches and two touch- 
downs, outpacing the previous week’s 
output by two yards. The 11 catch- 
es ties for sixth on NSU’s charts and 
the 192 yards is tied for seventh. 
The NSU offense also broke a 
single-game record with 707 yards 
- 477 passing and 230 rushing. 
Antonio’s catch set up Godina’s 32-yard 
field goal attempt, which turned out to 
be his third make of the day. The junior 
college All-American split the uprights 
on 30 and 42 yards earlier in the day. 
“T’ve been waiting for this moment 
my whole life,” said Godina, who orig- 
inally committed to UIW out of Trini- 
ty Valley Community College. “I went 
through a lot of adversity at the begin- 
ning of the season, a lot of blocked kicks. 
“But I never gave up, and coach 
always told me that he trusted me, 
and I trusted myself the whole time. 
And the moment finally came. This 
felt great after going through so 
much this season, and this gives us so 
much confidence going into the fall” 
UIW appeared to be in the driver's 
seat midway through the second half 
after the Cardinals scored touchdowns 
on consecutive drives to snatch a 37- 
26 lead early in the fourth quarter. 
Running back Kevin Brown, who 
gained 160 yards, scampered for a 53- 
yard touchdown run before receiver 
Robert Ferrel scored on a 23-yard pass 
from Ward. Ferrel caught seven passes 
for 144 yards to pair with a 60-yard punt 
return and 109 kickoff return yards. 
An NSU offense searching for bal- 
ance found it Saturday, and Scoot- 
er Adams injected NSU with life 
when he gained all 75 yards on 
the ground on the ensuing drive. 
Adams scooted 65 yards’ to 

set up his 10-yard touchdown 
run to cut UIW’s edge to 37-33. 
The junior finished with 208 rush- 
ing yards and three touchdowns, the 
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Football recap caption: Antonio's catch set up Godina’s (pictured) 32-yard 
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field goal attempt, which turned out to be his third make of the day. Photo by 


Chris Reich. 
latter a career high. Saturday’s effort 
ranks 13th all-time in NSU history 
while his career-high 212 yards at La- 
mar earlier this season sits in 10th. 
The Demon defense, who had been 
the most consistent unit all season, 
inflicted one of its three turnovers as 
Kunta Hester forced a fumble from Fer- 
rel that Keenan Leachman recovered. 
Antonio stuck it to the Cardinals on 
the ensuing drive with a 14-yard fade 
touchdown in which the ball bounced 
off his hands only for Antonio to grab 
it back on top of a UIW player’s helmet. 
NSU had two 100-yard receiv- 
ers for the second time this season 
as Gavin Landry produced _ career 
highs of nine catches for 131 yards. 
Landry, who dropped a touchdown 
pass earlier in the half, responded with 
a flurry of huge catches late, accounting 
for 93 of his yards in the second half. 
“We’ve been through the highs lows, 
and we were right there with No. 5 
Sam Houston last week and No. 7 
Nicholls to start the season as well as 
a ranked Southeastern team,” Landry 
said. “The ball hadn’t swung our way, 
but this is what Coach Laird said in 
pregame chapel from Galatians 6:9, 
‘Let us not grow grow weary in do- 
ing good for the proper time you will 
reap the harvest if you do not give up.’ 
“I dropped the touchdown earlier 
in the second half ... but I was able 
to turn the page, flip the script, and 
Bryce kept coming back to me. All of 
us made plays, especially Javon mak- 
ing some monster plays. We stayed the 


course and continued to come to work, 
and I think this spring will be great 
momentum for us going into the fall.” 
The Demons offense started strongly 
scoring 17 first-quarter points includ- 
ing 10 points in its first two drives. 
NSU glided down the field to start the 
game as Levar Gumms scored on a 12- 
yard touchdown pass from Bryce Rivers. 
Gumms had career highs of 93 yards on 
eight catches, 87 of those in the first half. 
Rivers completed his first sev- 

en passes which put NSU in the 
red zone again, resulting in a Godi- 
na 30-yard field goal for a 10-7 edge. 
But UIW had answers as Ferrel 
scored on a 23-yard run and Mohr 
tied the game with a 32-yard field 
goal, 10-10, late in the first quarter. 
NSU heavily relied on the pass 

in the first quarter, but Adams bolt- 
ed for a 64-yard touchdown run to 
end the first quarter with a 17-10 
lead. Adams has two rushing touch- 
downs of more than 50 yards and 
NSU _ has three overall this season. 
But the UIW defense forced its sec- 
ond turnover and three punts as part 
of a scoreless second quarter for NSU. 
The Cardinals scored two sec- 
ond-quarter touchdowns and 
grabbed a 23-17 lead at halftime. 
Ferrel returned a punt 60 yards to 
set up a Kevin Brown l-yard touch- 
down, cutting NSU’s lead to 17-16. 
Brown scored his second touchdown ona 
three-yardrun that capped a63-yard drive. 
Ward threw for 220 of his 431 pass- 
ing yards, finishing 33-of-59 with two 
touchdowns and _ one interception. 
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NSU reacts to president's unexpected retirement 


Staff report 


Northwestern State Universi- 
ty President Dr. Chris Maggio an- 
nounced on Friday, April 16 that 
he is set to retire on June 30 of this 
year. Maggio’s announcement has 
come as a shock to students and 
brings feelings of sadness to others. 

“I was really sad when I found out 
about Mr. Maggio leaving. Anytime I 
needed help he was the first person 
to respond,” Elizabeth Atnip, a soph- 
omore psychology major, said. “He 
was quick to respond to emails and 
he was a very service-led president.” 

In a press release, Maggio said 
his decision was made during prayer- 
ful deliberation with his family and 
was based entirely on considerations 
of his family’s future and aspirations. 

“There has been no pressure or 
even the slightest nudge from anyone 
for me to step down from the pres- 
idency,” Maggio said. “As gratifying 
as it has been to work over the years 
in athletics, recruitment and enroll- 
ment management, alumni and de- 
velopment, student affairs and as a 
vice-president and president, those 
responsibilities have necessitated ex- 
tensive time away from my family,”. 

Freshman communica- 
tions major Michah Ballard said 
that Maggio was a great person. 


“I haven’t been here for very 
long, but I’ve interacted with him 
a couple of times,” Ballard said. 
“I was very disappointed when I 
found out he was leaving. I don’t 
think it’s going to be the same.” 

Maggio has been a part of the 
NSU community for 33 years and 
has served as president since 2017. 

“My love for Northwestern has 
grown continually since enrolling as 
a freshman at the school four decades 
ago, Maggio said. “The opportunity to 
serve students, work collegially with 
faculty and staff and interact with 
alumni and supporters of the universi- 
ty has been enjoyable and rewarding.” 

“The theater and dance depart- 
ment is sad to see Dr. Maggio retire 
but wish him well in all of his fu- 
ture endeavors,” Brett Garfinkel, de- 
partment head of theater and dance 
and associate professor of dance, said. 
“He was a major supporter of the 
Arts and would come and see produc- 
tions when his schedule allowed. If 
Chris was not available Mrs. Jennifer 
Maggio and other family members 
would come support as well. We will 
miss his leadership and support.” 

Vanner Erikson, direc- 
tor of recruiting, said that Mag- 
gios retirement is truly a_ big 
loss to the NSU community. 

“He’s passionate about moving 


the needle forward at NSU in every 
capacity, but most importantly, he’s 
personable to every single student, 
alumnus, and stakeholder along the 
way, Erikson said. “He has never 
met a stranger and remembers every 
detail about everyone he has met.” 

Rebecca Macijeski, creative 
writing program coordinator and 
assistant professor of English, said 
she has known Dr. Maggio as an 
important supporter of humanities 
and the arts here at Northwest- 
ern and in the larger community. 

“His presence and genuine en- 
thusiasm mean a great deal to the 
students here,” Macijeski said. “He 
and Jennifer gave inspiring re- 
marks about the value of reading 
and writing, and the power of com- 
municating in a meaningful way.” 

Kierston Jackson, a _ senior 
health and human _ performance 
major, said that she is_ grate- 
ful to have met the Maggio’s. 

“They are so welcoming and in- 
volved. It would always be a pleasure 
to run into them at various NSULA 
events,” Jackson said. “President Mag- 
gio did a great job keeping the campus 
afloat during the pandemic. I wish 
him great success and happiness.” 

“It’s truly a gift, and I con- 
sider myself lucky to have had 
him as a mentor for these past 10 





In a press release, Maggio said his 
decision was made during prayerful 
deliberation with his family and was 
based entirely on considerations of his 
family’s future and aspirations. Photo 
by Chris Reich. 


years. I truly wish him the best 
in his retirement,” Erikson said. 

“Dr. Maggio has an extraordi- 
nary capacity to connect with com- 
munity members at any age, and I 
know those kids will remember those 
visits for years to come,” Macijes- 
ki said. “I’ve been grateful to count 
Dr. Maggio as an ally in my efforts 
to grow creative writing initiatives at 
NSU. He will be missed, and his ef- 
forts will continue to be appreciated.” 


Chauvin verdict ‘a positive step forward’ 


Staff reports 


Former Minneapolis  Of- 
ficer Derek Chauvin was con- 
victed Tuesday of murder and 
manslaughter for the murder of 
George Floyd. Louisiana gover- 
nor John Bell Edwards sent out 
a press release describing the ver- 
dict as ‘a positive step forward’. 

“While today’s verdict will 
not bring George Floyd back, nor 


will it erase years of damaging rac- 
ism and violence, it is a positive 
step forward that Derek Chau- 
vin was held fully accountable 
for Floyd’s death,” Edwards said. 

According to the Associated 
Press, the jury of six white peo- 
ple and six Black or multiracial 
people came back with its verdict 
after about 10 hours of delibera- 
tions over two days. The now-fired 
white officer was found guilty on 


all charges: second-degree uninten- 
tional murder, third-degree murder 
and second-degree manslaughter. 

“All people, regardless of the 
color of their skin, deserve to be 
treated fairly, equally and with 
dignity by members of law enforce- 
ment. Officers should never resort to 
excessive force when they are deal- 
ing with the public,” Edwards said. 
“For that reason, we should all be 
encouraged that so many career law 


enforcement officials testified to the 
criminality of Chauvin’s actions.” 

Edwards said that he joins 
many Americans and Louisianans 
in grieving alongside the Floyd 
family, and prays this verdict will 
give them some measure of peace. 

“I also pray that all people in 
our state and our nation will stand 
together, learn from one anoth- 
er, reject violence, and embrace 
neighborly love,” Edwards said. 
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Shari Wilson: NSU’s next great star 


Krista Hanson 
Viewpoints Editor 


Shari Wilson is a double 
major at Northwestern State 
University in English with a 
concentration in film studies 
and theater with a concentra- 
tion in performance and direct- 
ing. NSU was one of Wilson’s 
top choices when deciding 
her plans after high school. 

Wilson began as a the- 
ater major but always loved 
film. She knew she wanted 
to work and write in enter- 
tainment, but didn’t know 
about NSU’s film department 
until a friend informed her 
about her own double major 
in theater and film studies. 

Wilson immediately 
changed to a double major 
the fall semester of her soph- 
omore year. Double majoring 
is difficult but she belongs 
in these two fields of study. 

In the Department of En- 
glish, Foreign Language and 
Cultural Studies, poetry solid- 
ified Wilson’s love of writing. 
Dr. Rebecca Macijeski has 
inspired her greatly during 
her time as an English major. 

“IT have to name my kid 
Rebecca now,” Wilson said. 

Wilson always loved 
movies but after watch- 
ing “Whiplash” (2014), di- 
rected by Damien  Cha- 


zelle, she knew this was 
what she wanted to pursue. 

“The movie made me feel 
things I’ve never felt before 
and I have to make people 
feel like this,” Wilson said. 

Wilson finds inspiration 
in a ton of places. Ross Gay 
and Olivia Gatwood are po- 
ets that make her love writ- 
Gatwood writes about 
the turmoil and beauty of 
being a woman. She is cur- 
rently reading The Second 
Sex by Simone de Beauvoir. 

Beauvoir breaks down 
women’s role in society and 
society’s role in the way wom- 
en view themselves. Wil- 
son describes this book as 
making her feel so whole. 


ing. 


In film, she looks up to 
directors like Wes Ander- 
son, Spike Lee, Agnes Var- 
da and Greta Gerwig. Wil- 
son wants to be a mom and 
have a career. She hopes to 
balance her life like Gerwig 
who was pregnant when she 
was nominated for an Oscar. 

One of Wilson’s favor- 
ite parts of theater is the 
people. While working on 
her first show in the depart- 
ment, she was a stage manag- 
er and held a minor role in 
“A Streetcar Named Desire.” 
She experienced the cast and 
crew needing to rely on oth- 


er people and be relied on. 

Wilson knows she can go 
talk to any of her professors 
about anything. She also loves 
walking down the hallways, 
students can be heard tap 
dancing or singing in rooms. 

“Being in this department, 
it’s incredible to be surround- 
ed by all this art and beau- 
ty,” Wilson said. “I wouldn’t 
want to be anywhere else.” 

She also spent some time 
doing extracurriculars. During 
the fall semester of 2019, she 
was the assistant director for 
the Student Theatre Organi- 
zation’s production of “The 
Rocky Horror Picture Show.” 
She also spent last year in the 
Student Film Studies club. 

Wilson says being a the- 
ater major feels like an extra- 
curricular. Students go from 
classes to rehearsals, there’s 
only so much time they get to 
themselves. There’s just not 
always time to join more ex- 
tracurriculars. Theater has be- 
come her life, and she loves it. 

This spring, Wilson is di- 
recting a second season in the 
theater department. A second 
season is a student lead play 
that is recognized and fund- 
ed by the department. Ever 
since she was a freshman, 
Shari dreamed about having 
a second season and this year 





Wilson says being a theater major 
feels like an extracurricular. Stu- 
dents go from classes to rehears- 
als, there’s only so much time they 
get to themselves. Submitted photo. 


her dream is coming true. 

Wilson is directing a se- 
ries of short plays that handle 
different situations like gun 
violence, racism, sexual as- 
sault, being a mom, getting 
married and more with the 
working title: “An Evening 
of Short Plays.” She is be- 
yond excited to begin rehears- 
al this March with pre-re- 
corded showings in April. 

Wilson will be gradu- 
ating this spring. She has 
long term plans of writing 
plays and movies and a po- 
etry collection. This year, 
she plans on heading to New 
Orleans, LA where the film 
industry is booming back. 
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Brianna Corley 
Copy Editor 


To my Demon és family, 

In the exiting nervous- 
ness of N-Side Preview Day 
before I had decided to make 
a home at Northwestern State 
University, I remember walk- 
ing up to the booth for Stu- 
dent Media. Dr. Paula Furr, 
the former department head 
of the Department of New 
Media, Journalism and Com- 
munication Arts, stood with 
the then editor-in-chief of 
the Current Sauce handing 
out purple-orange splashed 
pins and_ yearbooks filled 


with faces I did not know. 
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Dr. Furr talked to me about 
a student who went to New 
York City, gave me a Current 
Sauce pin and told me some- 
thing she probably doesn’t re- 
member but I’ll certainly nev- 
er forget: “Maybe one day you 
could be the editor-in-chief 
of the Current Sauce.” 

I grabbed that pin hard 
in the palm of my hand 
and thought, okay, yeah, 
maybe I can try for that. 

Four years later, after 
working under the guidance of 
talented, ambitious peers and 
thoughtful, invested professors 
and advisors, I am honored to 
have been entrusted with the 


The Current Sauce is a_ student 
media outlet that strives to achieve civil 
engagement. The Current Sauce serves 
a crucial role on campus by covering the 
Northwestern State University and the 
Natchitoches community with news and 
information on student life, on and off 
campus. We provide a safe place for student 
opinions to be published and conversations 
to start. 

The opinions featured on this page 
are not the opinions of the staff members, 
nor the opinion of The Current Sauce as a 
whole. This page is for student opinions. 
All submitted pieces must be approved 
by the Editor in Chief. The purpose of the 
Viewpoints page is to let students share their 
beliefs and opinions without fear of scrutiny 
or disrespect. The Current Sauce welcomes 
all opinions and encourages students to 
speak up about the issues that they care 
about. 


To submit an opinion piece, email 
@thecurrentsauce@gmail.com 





To my Demon family 
Meet the incoming new editor in chief 





lam honored to have been entrusted with the opportunity to 
uphold and grow the NSU Community's values as the incom- 
ing editor-in-chief for 2021-2022. Submitted photo. 


opportunity to uphold and 
grow the NSU Community’s 
values as the incoming ed- 
itor-in-chief for 2021-2022. 

The Current Sauce acts 
not only as a news source 
but as a place to stir new, 
not always easy conversations 
necessary for the progress of 
the now while _ simultane- 
ously serving as a reflection 
of the time it was written in 
for the demons of the future. 

With recent events lead- 
ing towards social change 
and the ongoing pandemic, 
this need for documentation 
and discussion has become 
more apparent than _ ever. 

As editor, I strive to con- 
tinue to both bring weight to 
the Current Sauce’s coverage 
and bring the student paper 


into a place more centered 
towards those it serves. The 
Current Sauce does not belong 
to the Department of New 
Media, Journalism and Com- 
munication Arts, the Current 
Sauce belongs to everyone. 

Through hiring staff who 
will be able to bring all sides 
of the story to each article, 
I aim to further the import- 
ant discussions we have been 
having and assure all of our 
pieces depict every problem 
we tackle and every profile we 
feature with necessary depth. 

In this coming year, I[ 
am excited to begin a jour- 
ney with fantastic staff, new 
and old, and I hope that you, 
the students, will always re- 
member your voice lives here. 
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Lady Demon Socce 





The Lady Demons wrapped up the game and season with a final 
score of 0-0. Photo by Chris Reich. 


r Finish off the season 


Tyrenisha James 

Sports Reporter 
Northwestern State 

University Lady Demon 

Soccer played against 

Southeastern Louisiana 


University Lions April 13 
at the Southeastern Soccer 
Complex for the Southland 
Conference Tournament. 
The Demons’ wrapped 
up the game and season 
with a final score of 0-0. 

“Proud of the defensive 





effort,” said co-head coach 
Jess Jobe. “We put our- 
selves in a position to win 
it, and we can’t ask any 
more from that group.” 

“Once again, it was a 
frustrating day from an 
attacking sense. We were 
close on a couple of occa- 
sions, Jobe said. “We felt 
like we did fairly well to 
put ourselves in positions, 
unfortunately it didn’t fall 
in the back of the net.” 


Lady Demons finish regular season with 6-1 victory at LSUA 


Aaron Ferguson 


Sports Information Graduate Assistant 


ALEXANDRIA - With the 
Southland Conference  ‘Tourna- 
ment on the horizon, the North- 
western State tennis team _ re- 
ceived a quality tune up from one 
final regular season opponent. 

In the final match before the 
start of postseason play, the Lady 
Demons (7-8) defeated a capable 
LSU-Alexandria (6-1) 6-1 at the Al- 
exandria Aquatic-Racquet Club. 

What began as a slow start for 
the Lady Demons in doubles was 
quickly righted midway through 
the opening stage. At No. 3, Lady 
Demons Emilija Dancetovic/Doro- 
ta Szczygielska claimed the opening 
point against opponents Carme Na- 
varro/Alicia Gomez 6-1. On the No. 
1 and 3 courts, the Generals threat- 
ened defeat for the Lady Demons, 
taking a 5-4 lead on both courts. At 
No. 1, Mariella Minetti/Greta Wallin 
opened the match behind 4-1, before 
climbing back to a one-game deficit 
at 5-4. The duo would take the final 


three games, earning a 7-5 victory and 


clinching the doubles point for NSU. 

“We came out a bit flat today and 
but played better and improved the 
longer the match went,” head coach 
Jonas Brobeck said. “Looking ahead, 
we will build on the positives and 
assess the things that we did not do 
so well during practice leading up to 
our match with Corpus on Friday.” 

Senior Emilija Dancetovic closed 
out her singles regular season career 
in what has become expected fashion. 
At No. 4, Dancetovic swept opponent 
Patricia Molina 6-0, 6-3, complet- 
ing an assertive regular season with 
a 10-4 overall record, and recording 
her fourth shutout set of the season. 

On the No. 1 court for NSU, 
Mariella Minetti completed a 
straight set win in her rematch 
with Darjia Mladenovic 6-3, 6-2. 
Minetti finished regular season 
play on a high note, winning four 
of her last six singles matches. 

Freshman Gig Kanaphuet took 
the third singles point for NSU 
6-2, 6-2, clinching the team vic- 
tory for the Lady Demons. Kana- 
phuet finishes the season having 
won two of her last three singles 
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matches. Today’s win over Carme 
Ibanyez Navarro marks Kanaphuet’s 
first career win on the No. 5 court. 

In fitting fashion, senior Judit 
Castillo Gargallo’s last career regu- 
lar season match was the final match 
of the day to be concluded. Castillo 
Gargallo was presented with a much 
steeper challenge in her rematch 
against Candela Bonivardi than in 
their previous meeting. After taking 
a competitive first set 7-5, Bonivardi 
retaliated with a 6-1 win to tie the 
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Senior Emilija Dancetovic closed out her singles regular season Career in 
what has become expected fashion. Photo by Chris Reich. 
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match. The final set was decided in 
a super tiebreaker, in which Castillo 
Gargallo claimed a 10-6 victory. The 
win raises her all-time record to 54- 
25, which moves her to eighth in pro- 
gram history for all-time career wins. 

With the regular season com- 
ing to a close, NSU heads to Beau- 
mont, Texas on Friday for the 
Southland Conference Tournament. 
The fifth-seeded Lady Demons are 
scheduled for a rematch with Tex- 
as A&M-Corpus Christi at 2 p.m. 
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Marcus Jones to serve 
as NSU interim president 








Jones says that he is hon- 
ored to have been select- 
ed to serve Northwestern 
during this transitional 
period. 

Photo by Chris Reich. 
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Kendall Caple 
Reporter 

After the announcement 
of Northwestern State Uni- 
versity President Dr. Chris 
Maggio’s retirement, in a 
unanimous decision by the 
University of Louisiana Sys- 
tem, Marcus Jones, former 
vice president for universi- 
ty affairs and associate pro- 
fessor of business, has been 
named interim president. 

“It has been an honor 
to serve as president of this 
great institution since 2017 
and as a member of the fac- 
ulty, staff and administra- 
tion at NSU for 33 years,” 
Maggio said. “My love for 
Northwestern has grown 
continually since enroll- 
ing as a freshman at the 
school four decades ago.” 

The UL board met on 
Thursday, April 22 in a meet- 


ing headed by former NSU 
president and current UL 
president, Jim Henderson, 
where they made their unan- 
imous vote regarding Jones. 

Preceding the vote, 
the recommendation of 
Jones to interim presiden- 
cy was made by Henderson. 

“IT am honored to make 
a recommendation to you 
that Marcus Jones’ be 
named the interim Pres- 
ident at Northwestern ef- 
fective July Ist, 2021, upon 
Chris’ departure,” Hender- 
son said. “He would be- 
gin working to ensure that 
we do a deep review of the 
status of the institution.” 

Jones has been a part 
of the NSU faculty for 23 
years. According to Hender- 
son, while the financial and 
academic institutions of the 
university are strong, Jones 
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“Northwestern has a bright future, 
and | will always cherish my time here 
as a student, faculty member and 
administrator.” 


Dr. Chris Maggio 
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will not only keep the ship 
moving steadily forward he 
will even pick up the speed. 

Jones has experience in 
higher education adminis- 
tration, college instruction 
in business law, internation- 
al recruiting, facility man- 
agement and oversight and 
campus safety and security. 

In a statement, Exec- 
utive Vice President and 
Chief Operating Officer 
Jones says that he is hon- 
ored to have been selected to 
serve Northwestern during 
this transitional period. 

“T look forward to return- 
ing to the university I have 
called home for so many 
years and working with Dr. 
Maggio and university lead- 
ers to continue executing 
our mission,” Jones said. 


Arts and Living: CAPA 
students take a stand 
agaist equality 
Viewpoints: On moving 
away from the new 
normal 


Sports: Playing the field 
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Campus reacts to selection of interim university president 


Timothy Holdiness 
News Editor 


With current Northwestern 
State University President Dr. 
Chris Maggio retiring at the end of 
June this year, the duties of presi- 
dent will be transferred to Dr. Mar- 
cus Jones in an interim capacity. 

“lm very excited that Dr. 
Marcus Jones is going to be the In- 
terim President,” Jaylon Etienne, 
a sophomore biology major who 
has known Jones for years, said. 

“He’s an honest man who 
will put his best foot forward and 
is one of the main reasons why 
I’m currently attending NSU,” 
Etienne said. “Dr. Jones will do 
an awesome job and_ hopefully 
he decides to stay permanently.” 

Leah Thompson, a Student 
Government Association  sena- 
tor and freshman biology major, 


said that she can’t wait to see 
what Jones will bring to North- 
western as interim president. 

Brittany Blackwell  Brous- 


sard, the coordinator for the 
center for Inclusion and _ Di- 
versity, expressed delight that 


Jones will be returning to NSU. 
“With Diversity and Inclu- 

sion being hot topics amongst var- 
ious settings, I am very pleased 
to be a part of a University not 
only talking about it, but mod- 
eling it as well,” Kaylynn Sim- 
eon, SGA Vice President said. 
Simeon said, “it feels honor- 

ing as a student of color & speaks 
volumes. Not only is it a step in 
the right direction, it sets a tone.” 
Jones speaks several lan- 
guages and was formerly the vice 
president of operations at NSU 
before moving up to work at the 
University of Louisiana System. 
“I feel that Dr. Jones will 


serve our university to the best 
of his abilities,” Darrin Nixon, 
sophomore psychology major, said. 

“With his experience in high- 
er education, Dr. Jones is bound to 
have an understanding of the uni- 
versities in and outs and will be 
able to fulfill the duties of Inter- 
im President easily,” Nixon said. 

Broussard said that the 
committee chose the right per- 
son to keep the university run- 
ning while they search for a new 
president because Jones has the 
qualifications and _ experience. 

Broussard also noted 
Jones’ hiring is a nod to the in- 
creased effort for inclusion 
and diversity at the adminis- 
trative level of the university. 

“IT don’t know much about 
him but I’m eager to see how he 
does and the changes he makes,” 
Destiny Morehead, a_ fresh- 
man graphic design major, said. 


Allyson Roberts, an SGA sen- 
ator and freshmen criminal justice 
major, said that even though she’s 
never met Jones, she’s heard noth- 
ing but good things about him. 

Colie Plaster, a sophomore 
communication major and the up- 
coming KNWD general manager, 
said that being a Black man, Dr. 
Jones is breaking a glass ceiling at 
NSU and that he has high hopes 
for him in the upcoming months. 

Plaster expressed joy that the 
UL System had someone read- 
ily available to fill the role and 
didn’t have to hesitate and wait 
for months to name someone and 
that “they knew, this is our guy.” 

When it comes to_ pick- 
ing the 20" President of NSU, 
Plaster said that the commit- 
tee will pick whichever candi- 
date is most qualified for the job, 
no matter their race or gender. 


Student body elects new leadership 


Christian Bell 
Reporter 


The Student 
ment Association has 
of leaders for the student body. 

With two- energetic cam- 
paigns, a new president, vice presi- 
dent and senate have been elected. 

Tjah Edwards and _  Kaylynn 
Semien were the winners of the 
student vote for president and vice 
president. They received 33 more 
votes than their challengers Dar- 
rin Nixon and Jamarcia Broadway. 


Govern- 
a new set 


When it comes to _ their 
platforms, Edwards and _ Sim- 
eon ran on their experience. 


“We both have experience being on 
the president’s cabinet,” Edwards’ said. 
Edwards held the secretary posi- 
tion and Simeon held the commissioner 
of academics position this school year. 
Nixon and Broadway have both 
been senators for the school year and 


ran on the platform of ELEVATE. 

Standing for Educational re- 
sources, Life on campus, Equality for 
all, Validation of answers, Assurance, 
Transparency and Empowerment. 

“Every great leader knows 
there is always room for improve- 
ment and our platform is about 
making this campus more _inclu- 
sive and diverse,” Broadway § said. 

“Even not being a member of SGA 
or regardless of the election you will 
continue to see me at SGA meetings 
every Monday, still voicing my con- 
cerns and still trying to be a voice for 
the voiceless on campus,” Nixon said. 

According to Edwards, cam- 
paigning during the COVID-19 
pandemic has_ been hectic and 
rewarding at the same _ time. 

“We didn’t feel that we can do 
certain things by our self, thank God 
for the people who helped us, because 
if it wasn’t for them, I don’t think we 


would be able to feel like we can do 
the things that we did, and it showed 
us our potential,” Simeon = said. 

Broadway could be seen across 
campus campaigning in person by 
handing out flyers in places such 
as the Eugene P. Watson Memori- 
al Library, the Friedman Student 
Union and Iberville Dining hall as 
well as listening to student concerns. 

“I want to be a person about my 
actions not my words, being a voice 
of the students is important because 
you want to be the voice and the vision 
not just the voice,” Broadway said. 

Edwards’ said they focused 
their campaign on_ social me- 
dia and used the resources of oth- 
er students to spread the word. 


When asked to give a tip 
to current students, the candi- 
dates each responded differently. 


“Get involved on campus. Get- 
ting involved helps with your network. 


There is a famous mantra that your 
network is your net worth,” Nixon said. 
“Find what your passionate about 

and don’t stop trying. Sometimes you 
may fail, but in the long run you 
will get that win,” Broadway said. 
“A lot of good comes from getting 

out of your comfort zone. Keep your 
focus, know what you’re here for, you 
can have fun but don’t get distract- 
ed, and be yourself,” Edwards said. 
“It is ok to be friendly and get out 

of your comfort zone, take the time out 
for self-care, it is easy to lose yourself 
on a college campus,” Simeon said. 
The new administration 

was sworn in Monday, April 
26 with the rest of the senate. 
Senator Grace Goccerand was 
elected as the new speaker of the senate. 
Senator Alayna Parham 
appointed as secretary while 
Blondin was elected trea- 
after unopposed. 
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Lora Luquet 

Arts and Living Editor 
Trinity Velazquez 
Editor in Chief 


Northwestern State Universi- 
ty” s Dear Sschool of Creative and 
Performing Arts Department of 
Theater and Dance has cancelled 
the spring musical, “Working: 
The Musical,” after theater stu- 
dents of color expressed concerns 
about equal opportunity in casting 
of the department’s productions. 

On Monday, April 19, a notice 
was posted on the call board, where 
cast messages are posted, in the 
hallway outside of the A.A. Fred- 
erick’s Fine Arts Center. The no- 
tice expressed concern about racial 
inequality within the department, 
as well as a list of demands from 
students of color in the department 
of theater and dance and a petition 
with dozens of signatures listed on it. 

The message on the call board, 
titled “NSU Theater and Dance: 
You’ve Lost Our Trust” stated, 
“Working: The Musical’ should 
not have been produced in this de- 
partment. It lacks the sensitivity 
and awareness that is needed today 
where we consider all groups of 
people and the messages we want 
to get across when creating art.” 

The call board was also strewn 
with notecards, some signed, with 
slogans and messages about race 
inequality in theater, including 
one that stated, “I’m more than 
just the role of Donkey in ‘Shrek’ 
and Seaweed in  ‘Hairspray.’” 

In a _ response, Scott Bur- 
rell, assistant director of Creative 
and Performing Arts, sent out an 
email to all theater and dance 
majors and minors, announcing 
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The call board was also strewn with notecards, some signed, 
with slogans and messages about race inequality in theater. 


Photo by Lora Luquet. 


that there would be an open fo- 
rum in Frederick’s Art Center 
on Tuesday, April 20 to discuss 
diversity and inclusion in the de- 
partment of theater and dance. 

The forum was moderated 
by Dr. Michael Snowden, NSU’s 
Vice President of Inclusion and 
Diversity. Burrell, Darren Nixon, 
president of NSU’s chapter of The 
National Association for the Ad- 
vancement of Colored People, Dr. 
Francene Lemoine, professor and 


dean of the College of Arts and Sci- 
ences and Brett Garfinkel, depart- 
ment head of Theater and Dance, 
were on the stage and available 
to respond to student concerns. 

Shari Wilson, senior theater 
and English major, as the first stu- 
dent to stand at a microphone and 
speak to the faculty on the stage. 

“I feel like we did what we 
did yesterday, which was our pro- 
test, in a way, because we just 
want you to listen to us. I feel 


CAPA students take a stand against inequality 


like a lot of the faculty and people 
that are in charge of making de- 
cisions, they just aren’t listening,” 
Wilson said. “And I feel like you 
guys are making decisions based 
on what you think is right, rath- 
er than what we're telling you.” 

Throughout the two hours, 
students expressed concerns about 
their treatment by individual pro- 
fessors, the department and being 
overlooked for roles due to race. 

“We criticize the things that 
we love, and we love theater. We 
love theater, and this is our school, 
we love NSU. So we're gonna 
criticize it, especially if theyvre 
not doing right,” Wilson said. 

Following the forum, Gar- 
finkel sent out an email an- 
nouncing that “Working: The 
Musical” had been cancelled. 

“Unfortunately, we will not be 
releasing the link to the video. The 
performance was cancelled due to 
unseen circumstances and releas- 
ing the video would only make 
matters worse,” Garfinkel said. 

During the forum, students 
expressed confusion about the lack 
of faculty on stage. There will be 
another forum held in the future 
with more department of the- 
ater and dance faculty sitting on 
stage to respond to concerns. No 
date has been set for this forum. 

“There was a lot of expres- 
sions of anger and pain from stu- 
dents that did not go unheard by 
faculty and administration. NSU, 
CAPA, and the Theatre/Dance 
program has made, and will con- 
tinue to make, progress on creat- 
ing a more diverse, equitable and 
inclusive environment for students, 
faculty and _ staff,” Burrell said. 
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The female gaze 


Mary Gaffney 
Fashion Columnist 
With fashion, media and con- 
sumption, there is something that 
has been pushed on women known 
as the male gaze. You, my dear read- 
er, have definitely been a consumer 
of the male gaze at one point of your 
life or another. You have also prob- 
ably been buying your clothes with 
the mindset of the male gaze. Fash- 
ion can feel like being a male pea- 
cock, trying to show off as much as 
you can for the opposite sex or gen- 
der, if you are bisexual or straight. 
This is something that I have 
grown up with dealing a lot as a 
young straight woman. I would 
look for clothes that I thought that 
men would find attractive, but not 
what I would think would make me 
feel comfortable or my best in. This 
is when I discovered the female 
gaze and my closet has changed. 
When talking about this sub- 
ject, we have to discuss what the 
male gaze is and how we have all 
seen it or taken part of it. The 
male gaze is viewing women as a 
sexual object, viewing women as 
something that men can fantasize 
about rather than someone who 
has sexual desires and their own 
fantasies. The male gaze dehu- 
manizes women while the female 
gaze is giving people humanity. 
This is why women in any 
Adam Sandler movie are just a 
sexy body with very little thought 
or meaning. Those women were 
written through the male gaze. The 
female gaze gives people a reality, 
like Mr. Darcy. It gives a man who 
is seen as socially awkward and in- 
troverted as a romantic man who 
has his own hopes and desires. 
This can do the same in fash- 
ion. Fashion through the male gaze 
turns women in objects while fash- 
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| don’t have any steps on how to 
dress the way you want, or how to 
stop dressing for the male gaze be- 
cause | still have days where | want 
to be desirable. Submitted photo. 
ion through the female gaze turns 
women into art. When you wake 
up in the morning, you don’t have 
to get worried about being overtly 
sexualized. All you have to do is 
put on something that you think 
is stylish and wear it without sub- 
scribing to being seen as an object. 
Picking out your outfit for the 
day can mean a lot to me, especially 
if I am feeling inspired to look my 
best and not throw on a crop top 
with my biker shorts. I used to try 
to find what makes me feel hot and 
desirable, as gross as that sounds 
now. Rather than wearing what I 
want to wear, I was dressing up 
for strangers to find me beautiful. 
I don’t have any steps on how 
to dress the way you want, or how 
to stop dressing for the male gaze 
because I still have days where I 
want to be desirable. Putting this 
discussion out there seems like 
a big enough step to me, letting 
my readers know that dressing 
for yourself is always better than 
dressing for others. The female 
gaze has allowed me to start view- 
ing myself as art that has depth, 
a walking reality, rather than 
an object that others can _ use. 


Purple P 


Mary Gaffney 


Fashion Columnist 


Wearing purple with pride 
is a right that all members of 
Northwestern State University 
get to have. Demons wear pur- 
ple on Fridays. It’s that simple. 
Showing pride in our school 
is a great way to also throw in 
some color into your wardrobe 
by wearing purple with white 
or orange, no matter how many 
may feel that purple and orange 
don’t belong together. I only 
have two Fridays left as a cur- 
rent demon, so I want y/all to 
know the best ways, my favorite 
ways, to wear purple with pride. 

The easiest thing to do is to 
throw on a purple NSU shirt, 
pairing it with a nice matching 
bottom and shoes. That’s pret- 
ty simple, right? Throwing on 
a nice shirt with either biker 
shorts or even just jean shorts. 
Tying your shirt at the front or 
cropping can help with keeping a 
shirt to stop from becoming stale 
in your wardrobe. I love to dress 
up a shirt with a skirt and heels, 
being able to stay comfortable 
and classic in my outfit. Still, if 
you aren’t a fan of just wearing 
the same old shirt and jeans, 
definitely try out wearing your 
NSU shirts in a different way. 

Throwing a shirt over a 


dress can feel like a lot of lay- 
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If you want to be bolder with your 
purple, try matching it with differ- 
ent NSU associated colors. Submit- 
ted photo. 


ers, especially in the heat that 
is going to be upon us, but if 
you have a light-weight dress 
or shirt, your outfit can be cool 
and cute at the same time. I 
really love tying my shirt over 
my dresses, making them look 
like skirts, or just tying them 
over my skirts, making me look 
like a knock off Pinterest girl. 
And I like it that way honestly. 

If you want to be bolder with 
your purple, try matching it with 
different NSU associated colors. 
Purple and white are classics 
when it comes to our school, but 
maybe try being daring and pair- 
ing a purple top with an orange 
bottom. Really, however you de- 
cide to wear purple, remember, 


demons, to wear it with pride! 
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A spirit that can’t be contained 
An inside look at the SON during COVID-19 


Mary Fletcher 
Reporter 


One of Northwestern State 
University’s claims to fame is 
their marching band. Known as 
“The Best-Sounding Band in the 
Land,” the Spirit of Northwest- 
ern Marching Band is the larg- 
est collegiate marching band in 
Louisiana. Under the direction of 
Dr. Jeffery Matthews, the Spirit 
of Northwestern has performed 
first-rate field shows, participated 
in a variety of competitions and 
brought home numerous awards. 
However, like all of the other or- 
ganizations at NSU, the Spirit of 
Northwestern has had to adapt 
to the circumstances imposed 
by the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Some of the changes that 
have been made in light of the 
pandemic. This includes divid- 
ing the band into two groups for 
practice, remaining in the stands 
for the entirety of the football 
games as opposed to marching 
on the field and hosting one full 
performance last semester titled 
“Band Extravaganza.” The Spir- 
it of Northwestern have proved 
themselves resilient in the face 
of the challenges sent their way. 

Benjamin Wilkinson, a ju- 
nior criminal justice major and 
trumpet player, has stated that 
the Spirit of Northwestern has not 
been dampened by the current cir- 
cumstances. He states that while 
the marching band has had ma- 
jor procedural changes, they have 
still adapted to change and proved 
to be greatly resilient in the face 
of the pandemic’s restrictions. 


“Well, all I can say is that 
from the past year, we adapted to 
major practice changes and pro- 
cedures but it never hindered us 
from being the Best Sounding 
Band in the Land,” Wilkinson 
said, “The homogenous sound 
that the Spirit of Northwestern 
produces improves more and more 
throughout this pandemic. Not 
even COVID-19 can hold us back 
from achieving our main goals.” 

Other NSU spirit groups 
also found themselves having to 
adapt to the pandemic. The De- 
mon Dazzlers, the Purple Piz- 
zazz Pom Line and Northwestern 
State University Cheer have had 
to remain in the stands instead of 
performing on the field. The De- 
mon Dazzlers and Purple Pizzazz 
Pom Line have had their per- 
formances filmed as video pack- 
ages and streamed to the video 
board during the football games. 

Sarah Talbot, a junior dance 
major and Demon Dazzlers cap- 
tain, stated that she is excit- 
ed to be back in the game with 
the Demon Dazzlers. Although 
the Demon Dazzlers have had 
to adapt to the issues caused by 
the pandemic, they have un- 
doubtedly found innovative 
and safe ways to continue to do 
what they are passionate about. 

“Virtual performances have 
become a big thing for the Daz- 
zlers this year. It has been a cool 
and different experience learn- 
ing how to create dances that 
appeal to camera and film ver- 
sus live performances,” Talbolt 
said. “Even though we still attend 
sporting events, our performances 





In spite of the issues caused by the COVID-19 pandemic, the Spir- 
it of Northwestern remains resilient. Photo by Chris Reich. 


are usually still played through 
a screen. We’ve scaled back what 
we do at sporting events due to 
limited space, but still managed 
to create movements and dances 
that are still fun and exciting.” 

Although the Dazzlers have 
had to perform both virtually 
and in the stands, Talbot says 
that it is an incredible feeling 
to be performing with the band 
again. Talbot also states that the 
energy from performing to live 
music is markedly different to 
performing to recorded music. 

“I am most excited about 
dancing with the band again and 
being able to march on Turpin. 
Being in practices with the band 
is always an exciting experi- 
ence and they always have such 


a positive attitude,” Talbolt said. 
“Also there is just something spe- 
cial about being able to dance 
to live music versus canned.” 

The Demon Heat Color 
Guard has been notably absent 
from the football games, but it 
is one of the many precautions 
that they have had to take in 
light of the restrictions in place. 
However, the color guard have 
coped with it by fielding two 
separate competition teams. The 
two shows being performed by 
the teams are titled “Ringleader” 
and “Michael Jackson Medley.” 

In spite of the _ issues 
caused by the COVID-19 pan- 
demic, the Spirit of North- 
western remains resilient. 
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On moving away from the new normal 


Serena Bonnette 
Opinion Columnist 


The insanity that 
COVID-19 has caused over the 
past year 1s no stranger to any 
of us. Everyone in the entire 
world was affected by the dis- 
ease in some form or fashion. 
Everyone’s lives essentially got 
uprooted, flipped around and 
society had to figure out how 
to live a sort of “new normal.” 

College students were 
among one of the groups 
highly affected by this new 
normal. It seemed that in an 
instant, classes were moved 
to remote learning in the 
Spring of 2020, carrying on 
into the 2021 school year. 
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During the 2020-2021 school 
year, Northwestern State Uni- 
versity offered students the 
option to take online, hybrid 
or limited in person classes. 

With the announcement 
of vaccinations being more 
available and the hope that 
we are slowly becoming a 
normal society again, came 
the announcement to move 
most of the university’s class- 
es and schedule back to nor- 
mal starting fall of 2021. 

Some are critical of the 
university's decision to move 
back to normal, but I dis- 
agree. I think it is time we 
get back into the classroom 
and start moving forward as 


The Current Sauce is a_ student 
media outlet that strives to achieve civil 
engagement. The Current Sauce serves 
a crucial role on campus by covering the 
Northwestern State University and the 
Natchitoches community with news and 
information on student life, on and off 
campus. We provide a safe place for student 
opinions to be published and conversations 
to start. 

The opinions featured on this page 
are not the opinions of the staff members, 
nor the opinion of The Current Sauce as a 
whole. This page is for student opinions. 
All submitted pieces must be approved 
by the Editor in Chief. The purpose of the 
Viewpoints page is to let students share their 
beliefs and opinions without fear of scrutiny 
or disrespect. The Current Sauce welcomes 
all opinions and encourages students to 
speak up about the issues that they care 
about. 


To submit an opinion piece, email 
@thecurrentsauce@gmail.com 





a society. With vaccinations 
beginning to become avail- 
able to anyone over the age 
of 16 in Louisiana, there is 
no reason we shouldn’t be 
moving back to a normal life. 

I feel so strongly about the 
importance of moving back to 
in-person learning because of 
how badly my education suf- 
fered from online learning. 
The lack of face-to-face con- 
tact and accountability caused 
me to not only slack off but 
have the ability of complete- 
ly disconnect from everyone 
around me which is exactly 
the opposite of what high- 
er education is meant to do. 

I am set to graduate in 
May, and I feel as if my se- 
nior year was completely tak- 
en away from me. I am not 
alone in this opinion. My per- 
sonal education suffered from 
online learning. I, like many 
others, do my best when I 
am in a class, face to face and 
able to ask questions direct- 
ly to professors and students 
rather than being complete- 
ly disconnected when _hav- 
ing to do all of that virtually. 

The video call class is a 
ereat idea, until the inevi- 
table difficulties 
emerge, and it becomes utter 


technical 


chaos. Although many pro- 





fessors were willing to work 
with students as we navigated 
online school, students were 
still expected to give the same 
effort towards a class like 
they would have back when 
everyone was still in person. 

I know personally, I had a 
very hard time this past year 
motivating myself to do any- 
thing online strictly because 
of the lack of accountability. I 
am just not an online learner. 

I do understand peoples 
fear of retiring to normal, be- 
cause of the disease, but now 
that vaccinations are out, I see 
no reason for us not to return 
to normal. If students are ful- 
ly vaccinated, they should be 
allowed to attend in person 
classes, football games and 
all the other things that col- 
lege is supposed to give us. 

I had to lose my senior 
year- there is no reason that 
all of my younger peers should 
have to suffer and lose their 
education in the future, strict- 
ly because people are fearful. 

The argument all along 
is that we just must wait for 
the vaccine to return to nor- 
mal. Now that the vaccine 
is officially here and avail- 
able to students, I say- let 
them get back to enjoying 
what college is meant to be. 


April 28, 2021 
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Letter from the editor: student media, please never lose your wonder 


Trinity Velazquez 
Editor-in-chief 


I am not prepared to write this 
letter. Not only is this my last letter 
from the editor, it’s my last article 
I will write for The Current Sauce. 
There are so many things I want to 
say but word count is my enemy. 

To begin, Ill start with the 
end by thanking the people who 
helped me become who I am. 

Jacob Bennett, thank you for 
asking me to write a student sub- 
mission in the summer of 2018. I 
know you just needed to fill the 
Viewpoints page but neither of 
us knew that would be the start 
of my journey with student me- 
dia. Thank you for picking me to 
be the Viewpoints editor that fall. 
My sophomore year was a lot, and 
I did some regrettable things but 
accepting the Viewpoints editor po- 
sition has never been one of them. 

Samantha Clark, being your 
Copy editor changed the way I 
viewed student media and The Cur- 
rent Sauce itself. When I ran for 
editor, you told everyone that I was 
the most dedicated person on your 
staff and I have never forgotten 
how encouraging your words were 
to me and those you addressed. You 
saw my love and dedication for the 
paper before I did. I don’t know if 
I would ever notice it if you hadn’t. 

Nick Hopkins, you have been 
such a huge help when it came 
down to completing stories and 
getting quotes. I know that one 
Tuesday night I was asking a mil- 
lion questions about the naming 
of the stage and you never sound- 
ed annoyed with me. Having ac- 
cess to the Student Body Presi- 
dent has been so great but having 
you a friend has been greater. 

Dr. Nick Taylor, having 
your office right next to mine has 
been a blessing. Every Wednesday 
when the paper came out you al- 
ways gave a compliment about how 
great the front page looked with- 
out looking at it. The excitement 
in your voice made mine soar, even 
if print isn’t your area. Thank you 


for always coming in my office to 
talk to me and distract me from 
work. Through NSU TV News, I 
have learned so much from you. 

Dr. Brian Gabrial, when I 
first started my term as editor I 
would absolutely dread Thursdays 
because I knew an email from you 
with critiques would hit my inbox 
soon. I used to always get so mad 
because I didn’t think you knew 
how hard my staff and I worked, 
but you always knew. With every 
issue following your critiques, I 
learned more and more. You have 
nothing to do with student me- 
dia but somehow you have made 
a huge impact on me through it. 
Having you as a professor, a very 
hard one I might add, has been my 
favorite thing about being a part 
of the Department of New Media, 
Journalism and Communication 
Arts. I have learned so much about 
editing and writing from you and I 
value you so much. Every positive 
comment email you have sent me 
I have saved and screenshotted it. 
Whenever I feel like ’'m not do- 
ing a good enough job, I go back 
and re-read those emails. Your 
support and encouragement have 
meant a lot to me and so do you. 

Kenneth Burns, you will be 
my hardest goodbye when the time 
comes. You have watched me grow 
for the past three years in student 
media. You and Dr. Gabrial have 
taught me everything I know about 
journalism, but you taught me 
more than I could ever learn in a 
classroom. You taught me the im- 
portance of great journalism and 
how vital it is to be a student jour- 
nalist. Whoever hired you made the 
best choice in the world because I 
have never met someone as cool or 
as interesting as you. I have broken 
down in your office (pre-COVID-19 
days) multiple times and each time 
I left feeling 10000 percent better 
than when I came in. You have been 
my biggest cheerleader and sup- 
porter since arriving at NSU and 
I would not be editor without you. 
Sam told me what you said about it 


being fantastic if I ran for editor, I 
hope I proved you right. Thank you 
for only being a Teams message 
away, I hope that doesn’t change. 

To my staff, I owe everything to 
you. I have been a great editor be- 
cause I have been the luckiest and 
most blessed editor in the world to 
get to work with each of you be- 
cause it has been the best part of 
my college experience. Whenever 
someone says that I’ve done a great 
job, I always say that it’s not me 
who has done the great job but it’s 
us. Thank you for letting me teach 
you AP style and how to write sto- 
ries. Thank you for writing stories 
at the last minute or finding quotes 
the day the paper is being designed. 
Thank you for not being afraid to 
ask me questions or come to me 
with pitches. This paper has been 
the most creative and informative 
because you have made it that way. 
Thank you for all your hard work 
this year, you all have no idea how 
much I love and appreciate you. 

Thank you, Timothy, Lora, 
China, Natalia, Krista, Kendall, Ty- 
renisha, Mary Fletcher, Mary Gaff- 
ney, Gracie, C.J., Serena, Christian, 
Mya, Tabitha and Lara for making 
it easy to be your editor-in-chief. 

Brianna, you are going to be 
incredible as editor in chief. Your 
talent for art and writing and your 
kindness will help this paper reach 
new heights and I can’t wait to 
watch it all. Thank you for stick- 
ing with me these past three years 
we have been on staff together. 

I want to thank my dad and 
stepmom for first questioning 
whether I was making a good 
decision and then being = su- 
per excited when I did get it. 

Momma, you have always 
wanted what was best for me and no 
one was more excited as you when 
I decided to run. Thank you for lis- 
tening to my rants and helping me 
with all my problems. Your great 
boss trait travelled down to me. 

I also want to thank Ida B. 
Wells for being an incredibly brave 
journalist in the 1800’s. If you 





Thank you, Northwestern State Uni- 
versity, for letting me be your edi- 
tor-in-chief for the 2020-2021 academ- 
ic year. Photo by China Brown. 


don’t know her story, look her up. 
Thank you to Jimmy Walker for 
being the first Black editor in chief 
back in 2011 so I didn’t have to be. 

Finally, I want to thank 
student media and The Cur- 
rent Sauce for existing. 

Thank you, Northwest- 
ern State University, for letting 
me be your editor-in-chief for 
the 2020-2021 academic year. 

If I can leave with just a few 
last words, it’s this: student me- 
dia, please never lose your wonder. 
For every student journalist, now 
and in the future, please never 
lose your love for investigating and 
making your community aware 
of what is going on in the world 
around them. Remember to al- 
ways report what’s true and always 
be a reliable source for students. 

After all, student media is by 
students, for students. Here’s to the 
future of student media and cre- 
ating amazing future journalists. 


April 28, 2021 
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Playing the field 


Olivia Draguicevich 
weighs in on her life 
as a Student- 


athlete. 


Tyrenisha James 
Reporter 
Olivia Draguicevich 


is no stranger to soccer. 
“I grew up playing be- 
cause my parents and the 
rest of my family played 
it. It’s always been a sport 
everyone in my _ family 
played,” Draguicevich said. 
Draguicevich = was 
years old when 
first began playing. 
“Growing up I was 
able to do other sports 
on the side, but soccer 
was like my main sport,” 
Draguicevich said. “I took 
a liking to it pretty quick.” 
Draguicevich was in- 
spired by an older cousin to 
playsocceratacollegiate level. 
“I saw my older commit- 

tee to a college, and I was 
like oh wow, I could proba- 
bly do that. I kept working 
really hard, and that’s what 
inspired me to play college 
soccer,’ Draguicevich said. 


four 


she 


Draguicevich said that 
her family often comes out to 
support her and after a game 
she and her family dine out. 

Draguicevich reflect- 
ed on the fact that this 
season was a bit different 
from the previous ones. 

“We wake up, go to class, 
and after class, we’d go to 
treatment,” she said. “This 
year was a little different be- 
cause some weeks we'd have 
to get COVID testing, in the 
mornings depending on if we 
had a game that weekend.” 

The biggest lesson 
she has learned while 
being a student  ath- 
lete is time management. 

“Time management 
is super important, espe- 
cially with managing both 
school and soccer. You just 
have to stay on top of all 
your work, and make sure 
youre doing it when you 
need to do it,” she said. 

Draguicevich com- 
mends her academic ad- 
visors and __ professors. 
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Draguicevich was inspired by an older cousin to play soccer 
at a collegiate level. Photo by Chris Reich. 


“We have academic ad- 
visors, that watch over our 
grades, and help us stay on 
top of everything,” she said. 
“I have really good teach- 
ers, that are super flexible 
with our soccer schedule. So 
that’s been super helpful.” 

Draguicevich credits 
her teammates for fueling 
her motivation on the field. 

“We all motivate 
each other to play for 
one another,” she - said. 
Draguicevich _ reflect- 

on her accomplish- 
ments from last year 
and this year’s’ season. 

“Last year, I was leading 
goal scorer, and I tied the 
school’s record for game-win- 
ning goals,” Draguicevich 
said. “This year I got lead- 


ed 


ing goal score and I got 
3rd team _ all-conference.” 

Draguicevich made 
sure to recognize her 
teammates as well. 

“It was cool to see 
an improvement in how 
I was playing, but I am 
not going to score with- 
out the hard work of the 
rest of my team,” she said. 

Throughout her lengthy 


soccer career, Draguic- 
evich shares advice she 
learned along the way. 


“Always, put your best 
forward. Even if you're 
having a bad game, it is 
still the effort that mat- 
ters. It’s okay if you mess 
up, it’s about what you do 
next,” Draguicevich | said. 


